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Dear  Students  &  Parents, ‌

Key  Stage  4  –  Year  10 and Year  11  at  GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional  School  (2026 –  2028) ‌

Our  a im at  GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional  School  is  to  provide  each and every  one of  our  students  with
a  broad and balanced KS4 curr iculum that  is  ta i lored to  their  indiv idual  needs  and conta ins  a  range of
poss ib i l i t ies  and opportunit ies  for  their  educat ion Post-16. ‌

The Key Stage  4  qual ificat ions  and the  way they are  taught ,  are  des igned to  best  prepare  your  chi ld  for
their  future.  We hope therefore  that  you and your  chi ld  wi l l  find our  Key  Stage  4  courses  meet  your
needs  and ambit ions  for ‌ the  future. ‌

The purpose of  th is  booklet  is  to ‌ g ive  you a l l  the  informat ion you need about  the  exc it ing  range of
courses  you could  study in  Years  10 and 11  (Key  Stage  4)  at  GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional  School .  We
hope you wi l l  find i t  not  only  interest ing  but  a  useful  reference tool  throughout  the  two years  of  Key
Stage 4.  I t  wi l l  show you at  a  g lance the  var ious  subjects  on offer,  the  areas  of  study and key  sk i l ls  in
need of  development  for  each;  and how each course  is  structured and assessed.  Some subjects  are  of
course  compulsory. ‌

Th ‌e  programme we have developed to  ass ist  you in  choosing  subject  opt ions,  inc luding  th is  booklet  and
our  Key  Stage  4  Opt ions  Evening,  wi l l  answer  many of  your  quest ions  about  th is  important  stage  in  your
l i fe.  I f  however  you st i l l  have quer ies  or  wish  to  have further  informat ion,  then do not  hes itate  to
contact  the  Curr iculum Leader  for  the  subject  or  Mr  James Rostron (Vice  Pr inc ipal  -  Curr iculum
Strategy) . ‌

On behalf  of  a l l  the  staff at  GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional  School ,  I  would  l ike  to  wish  you every
success  as  you embark  on th is  new and exc it ing  phase  of  your  educat ional  journey. ‌

WELCOME TO‌

GEMS WELLINGTON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

INTEGRITY‌   ‌.‌   ‌EMPATHY‌  ‌.‌   ‌FORTITUDE‌

Andrew Jenkins‌
Principal/ ‌CEO‌



Dear  Students  &  Parents, ‌

I  am pleased to  introduce you to  th is  year ’s  ‌Key  Stage  4  curr iculum booklet ,  which out l ines  deta i ls  of
the  courses  and pathways  that  wi l l  be  offered to  Year  10 students  next  academic  year.  I t  wi l l  help
inform the  choices  that  students  make. ‌

This  is  a  very  important  t ime for  Year  9  students  because you wi l l  be  making  choices  which wi l l  affect
not  only  what  you study in  the  future  but  a lso  your  long-term career  prospects.  Accordingly,  you need
to th ink  very  careful ly  about  the  courses  which are  on offer  before  making  decis ions.  This  wi l l  ensure
that  what  you study over  the  next  two years  su its  your  needs  and aspirat ions. ‌

We are  aware  that ,  for  some of  you,  i t  can be  hard to  make your  choice  of  subjects.  We suggest  that  you
read th is  booklet  thoroughly,  and ta lk  to  as  many of  your  teachers  as  poss ible,  as  wel l  as  your  parents
and other  adults  in  your  fami ly,  about  your  intended choices.  You can a lso  ta lk  to  o lder ‌ students  at
school .  When making  your  choices,  th ink  about  where  studying  thos ‌e  subjects  can lead to  in  terms of
courses  in  our  S ixth  Form,  in  Higher  Educat ion,  and a lso  in  the  world  of  work ,  as  wel l  as  your  apt i tude
and interest  in  those  subjects. ‌

GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional  School  is  proud of  i ts  record of  provid ing  a  broad and ever-growing
range of  Key  Stage  4  courses.  These  courses  and qual ificat ions  inspire  students  to  broaden their
hor izons  as  wel l  as  achieve  examinat ion success  and progress ion to  Post-16 Educat ion,  and then Higher
Educat ion and employment .  We know that  we can add value  to  students ’  performance and therefore  a
guided process  of  subject  combinat ions  is  honed and personal ised for  each student . ‌

We wi l l  be  work ing  c losely  with  students  and parents  in  order  to  arr ive  at  the  best  poss ible
personal ised programmes of  study for  every  student .  We hope that  a l l  students  are  able  to  find a
suitable  combinat ion of  subjects  and that  their  Key  Stage  4  studies  wi l l  engage and mot ivate  them,  in
order  to  a l low them to  achieve  the  h ighest  poss ible  success  in  the  future. ‌

WELCOME TO‌

GEMS WELLINGTON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

INTEGRITY‌   ‌.‌   ‌EMPATHY‌  ‌.‌   ‌FORTITUDE‌

James Rostron‌
Vice ‌Principal - ‌Curriculum Strategy‌ ‌
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GCSE Pathways  2026-2028

Recognis ing  that  we a l l  have d i f ferent  interests ,  future  ambit ions ,  and abi l i t ies  because we are  a l l

unique,  th is  year  we have des igned four  d i f ferent  and unique pathways  through Key Stage  4  to  help  g ive

our  students  the  opportunity  to  achieve  personal  success .

We strongly  bel ieve  that  students  should  be  on a  qual i f icat ion  pathway that  provides  the  opt imal  b lend

of  chal lenge and support .  To  ident i fy  the  most  appropr iate  pathway of  study through Years  10 and 11 ,

we use  both  data  and our  knowledge of  your  chi ld  as  a  learner .  The  speci f ic  deta i ls  of  the  pathways  are

shown below.

We f i rmly  bel ieve  in  the  qual i ty  and not  the  quant i ty  of  qual i f icat ions  and grades  achieved by  our

students .  Our  goal  i s  to  enable  our  students  to  develop their  pass ions  and interests  and achieve  the

highest  poss ible  grades .  This ,  we bel ieve,  wi l l  provide  them with  the  r ight  opportunit ies  to  successful ly

trans it ion  into  the  Post-16 programmes of  study offered by  the  school  in  Years  12  and 13  and into

undergraduate  study at  univers i ty .

WHAT IS  THE KEY STAGE 4  CURRICULUM?

GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional  School  is  committed to  the  provis ion  of  a  broad and balanced
curr iculum to  meet  the  needs  of  a l l  students ,  a l lowing  them to  succeed dur ing  Key  Stage  4  and beyond
into  Post-16 educat ion.  We are  committed,  furthermore,  to  ensur ing  that  a l l  our  learners  acquire  and
develop the  necessary  sk i l ls ,  exper ience and qual i f icat ions  needed for  univers i ty  and the  world  of
work .  As  in  previous  years ,  we shal l  be  offer ing  a  wide  range of  GCSE,  IGCSE subjects  and BTEC Level  2
qual i f icat ions  for  our  students  in  Years  10 and 11 .

**A Modern Foreign Language such as French, Spanish or German is not compulsory for Arabic A students.
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Q .  H o w  m a n y  s u b j e c t s  d o  I  h a v e  t o  c h o o s e ?
A.  The number  of  opt ional  subjects  depends on the  pathway (p lease  see  the  table  above) .  

Q.  W h a t  i s  a  B T E C  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  w h a t  i s  t h e  m a i n  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h a t  a n d  a  G C S E ?
A.  A  BTEC is  a  subject  that  is  part ly  assessed us ing  coursework .  Typical ly ,  i t  su i ts  students  who perform
better  in  c lasswork  than in  examinat ions ,  provided they work  to  complete  a l l  the  tasks  set .  Most  GCSEs
are  examined at  the  end of  the  course .  For  further  informat ion,  p lease  c l ick  on  th is  l ink .

Q.  I f  I  d o  B T E C  s u b j e c t s ,  c a n  I  s t i l l  g e t  i n t o  t h e  P O S T - 1 6  a t  G E M S  W e l l i n g t o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S c h o o l ?  
A.  Yes ,  students  can progress  onto  a  range of  pathways  avai lable  in  our  IB  Programmes of  study.

Q.  C a n  I  d o  a  m i x t u r e  o f  B T E C  a n d  G C S E  s u b j e c t s ?
A.  Yes ,  students  can study both BTEC and GCSE subjects .

Q.  W h a t  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  G C S E  a n d  a n  I G C S E  s u b j e c t ?
A.  IGCSE qual i f icat ions  are  devised for  schools  with  an  internat ional  community  of  students ;  the
content  and examples  used in  IGCSE qual i f icat ions  are  general ly  more  su ited to  internat ional  students .
GCSE qual i f icat ions  are  more  UK-centr ic ,  with  content  and examples  focused on the  UK.

Q.  W h i c h  e x a m  b o a r d s  d o  y o u  f o l l o w  a t  G E M S  W e l l i n g t o n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S c h o o l ?
A.  We fol low a  range of  exam boards  depending  on the  subject ,  these  include Pearson Edexcel ,  AQA and
Cambridge (CIE) .

Q.  D o  I  h a v e  t o  t a k e  a  l a n g u a g e ?  
A.  Yes ,  most  students  wi l l  be  expected to  study a  language as  language qual i f icat ions  are  increas ingly
important  in  today’s  g lobal  community .  The  study of  a  language is  a lso  a  compulsory  part  of  the  IBDP,
and an entry  requirement .  Languages  are  a lso  valued by  univers i t ies  and employers .  The  inclus ion team
wil l  inv i te  a  smal l  number  of  students  to  take  Addit ional  Studies  instead of  a  language.  Arabic  A
students  wi l l  complete  the  Arabic  A  IGCSE qual i f icat ion  instead of  a  Modern Fore ign  Language.  

Q.  W i l l  I  g e t  a l l  o f  m y  f i r s t  c h o i c e s ?
A.  The subject  combinat ions  that  we are  able  to  offer  are  based upon our  own research and our
exper ience of  the  subject  combinat ions  which Wel l ington Internat ional  School  students  tradit ional ly
choose.  A lthough f lex ib i l i ty  is  a  pr ior i ty ,  i t  i s  important  to  note  that  not  a l l  combinat ions  of  subjects
are  poss ible .  Though every  attempt  wi l l  be  made to  offer  the  courses  shown,  the  school  reserves  the
r ight  to  l imit  p laces  i f  demand is  too h igh  or  c lose  courses  i f  numbers  are  too low.  

Q.  W h e n  d o  I  f i n d  o u t  w h i c h  s u b j e c t s  I  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  f r o m  m y  c h o i c e s ?
A.  You wi l l  f ind  out  which subjects  you have been a l located in  Term 3 .  I f  we have any worr ies  or
concerns  about  the  subjects  you have chosen,  we wi l l  contact  your  parents  to  d iscuss  i t  with  them and
with  you.

Q.  I f  I  s t a r t  a  s u b j e c t  a n d  l a t e r  r e a l i s e  t h a t  I  h a v e  m a d e  a  m i s t a k e ,  w h a t  c a n  I  d o ?
A.  This  happens  to  some students  every  year .  There  are  only  four  weeks  at  the  start  of  the  term when we
look  at  requests  for  changes  and make them i f  we can.  Somet imes subject  groups  are  fu l l ,  and students
are  unable  to  move,  but  we do our  best  to  help .  By  the  end of  the  f i rst  four  weeks  of  the  f i rst  term,  we
have to  stop making  any changes  as  you wi l l  have missed too much work  to  begin  a  new subject .

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/about.html#tab-International
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UAE High School  Equivalency

Equivalency is  the  process  by  which the  Ministry  of  Educat ion off ic ia l ly  endorses  qual i f icat ions ,  in
th is  case,  h igh  school  qual i f icat ions ,  and declares  the  document  to  be  equal  to  the  UAE standard.  I t
typical ly  involves  attestat ions  from relevant  author i t ies ,  fo l lowing  which the  letter  of  Equivalency is
issued from the  Ministry  of  Educat ion.  To  achieve  equivalency,  students  must  achieve  the
requirements  stated below.  These  are  deta i led  in  Art ic le  S ix  of  the  Minister ia l  Decree  No.  (883)  of
2019.

The student  shal l  pass  f ive  (5 )  subjects  in  the  general  level  courses  (GCSE level  or  IGCSE)  in  one of
the  success  grades  (A* ,  A ,  B ,  C ,  D) ,  or  (3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ) ,  inc luding  the  fo l lowing  subjects :

•  Mathemat ics .
•  One of  the  sc ience subjects  (Phys ics ,  Chemistry  or  B io logy)  or  a  double  sc ience subject .
•  Engl ish  language or  Engl ish  l i terature .

Introduct ion to  GCSE and IGCSE

GCSE is  the  acronym for  General  Cert i f icate  of  Secondary  Educat ion.  IGCSE is  the  acronym for
Internat ional  General  Cert i f icate  of  Secondary  Educat ion.  This  qual i f icat ion  is  equivalent  to  the
GCSE.  At  GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional  School ,  we encourage the  development  of  internat ional-
mindedness  and g lobal  awareness  in  our  students .  The  IGCSE Programme offers  an  internat ional
perspect ive  and,  at  the  same t ime,  reta ins  the  qual i t ies  of  i ts  UK equivalent .  I t  i s  an  excel lent  route
to  the  IB  Diploma,  A-Level ,  and other  vocat ional  qual i f icat ions ,  provid ing  students  with  a  sol id  base
for  advanced study.  

GCSEs  and IGCSEs  are  general ly  undertaken over  the  two years  of  Key  Stage  4 ,  i .e .  Years
10 and 11 .  There  are  some except ions  where  the  subjects  start  in  Year  9  and are  examined ear ly ,  e .g .
in  Mathemat ics .  Further  deta i ls  are  in  the  subject  pages  in  th is  booklet .

Both IGCSEs  and GCSEs are  des igned to  examine a l l  abi l i ty  ranges .  Current ly ,  the  Cambridge
Internat ional  Examinat ions  Board (CIE)  fo l lows the  ‘ t radit ional ’  grades  ranging  from G to  A*  (A*  is  the
highest  level  of  atta inment) .  A l l  other  exam boards  have grades  in  the  form of  numbers  ranging  from 1
to  9 ,  with  1  being  the  lowest  and 9  the  h ighest .  

Some of  the  GCSE and IGCSE courses  have an  e lement  of  coursework  or  non-exam assessment  known
as  the  NEA.  The NEAs are  marked by  our  teachers  and then external ly  moderated by  the  examinat ion
board.  A lthough the  amount  of  coursework  var ies  f rom subject  to  subject ,  a l l  of  i t  requires  students
to  work  independently  over  a  per iod of  t ime.  I t  i s  essent ia l  that  students  manage their  t ime
effect ively  f rom the  start  of  their  GCSE courses  to  avoid  a  bui ld-up of  coursework  deadl ines .  You can
f ind speci f ic  deta i ls  re lat ing  to  coursework  under  the  ‘Assessment ’  sect ion for  each subject  in  th is
booklet .

Our  students  s i t  the ir  f inal  external  examinat ions  at  the  end of  Year  11 .  There  are  a  smal l  number  of
except ions ,  inc luding  accelerated Mathemat ics  students  who complete  the  course  at  the  end of  Year
10 or  the  beginning  of  Year  11 .
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Introduct ion to  BTEC Level  2  Qual i f icat ions

OV E RV I E W
 
The BTEC Internat ional  Level  2  qual i f icat ions  are  engaging ,  work-re lated programmes des igned by
Pearson for  students  in  Years  10 and 11  to  accompany their  GCSE studies.  They provide  a  strong
foundat ion in  pract ical ,  career-focused study and are  an  internat ional ly  respected a l ternat ive  to
tradit ional  academic  pathways.  These  qual i f icat ions  prepare  students  for  further  study in  s ixth  form,
as  wel l  as  help ing  them develop essent ia l  employabi l i ty  and technical  sk i l ls  re levant  to  industry.  

BTEC Internat ional  Level  2  qual i f icat ions  are  modular  and avai lable  in  a  range of  s izes,  each des igned
to su it  d i f ferent  study programmes and learner  goals :  

Qualification Guided Learning  Hours  (GLH) Equivalent To

Certificate 240 GLH 1.5 GCSEs

Extended Certificate 360 GLH 1.5 GCSEs

Diploma 7 20 GLH 2 GCSEs

Students  can choose from a  var iety  of  vocat ional  subjects  such as  Business,  Creat ive  Media ,
Sc ience and Travel  &  Tour ism.  Assessment  is  pr imar i ly  internal ly  based coursework ,
supplemented with  Pearson- set  ass ignments  that  test  appl ied  knowledge and pract ical
understanding.  

P R O G R E S S I O N  A N D  PAT H WAYS  

Af ter  complet ing  a  BTEC Internat ional  Level  2  qual i f icat ion,  students  can progress  to  a  BTEC
Internat ional  Level  3,  the  IB  Diploma Programme (DP)  or  Career-re lated Programme ( IBCP) ,  or
s imi lar  post-16 academic  or  vocat ional  pathways.  The hands- on learning  approach develops
conf idence,  organisat ion,  problem- solv ing ,  and teamwork— ski l ls  needed both in  further  study
and in  the  workplace.  

R ECO G N I T I O N
 
The  BTEC Internat ional  Level  2  qual i f icat ions  are  widely  recognised g lobal ly  by  schools,
col leges,  and employers  for  their  focus  on appl ied  learning .  They provide  a  c lear  progress ion
route  towards  h igher- level  qual i f icat ions  and careers  in  re lated industr ies,  g iv ing  students  an
excel lent  stepping  stone for  future  success.  
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Some T ips  for  Making  Good Choices

W h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  o p t i o n  c h o i c e s  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  t r y  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s :

Interest  and enjoyment .
Abi l i ty  and progress .
Sensible  combinat ions  ( those  which are  l ike ly  to  ensure  a  broad educat ion) .

Choose courses  you are  interested in  and which you are  l ike ly  to  enjoy.
Think  about  the  var iety  with in  your  curr iculum as  you select  your  subjects  and try  to  arr ive  at  a
balance which matches  your  ta lents .
Choose courses  in  which you are  l ike ly  to  achieve  success .
Choose courses  that  f i t  with  your  future  needs;  a l though the  core  is  des igned to  ensure  breadth,  a
sol id  groundwork  in  a  subject  you may want  to  cont inue with  at  Post  16  wi l l  be  helpful .
Look  up h igher  educat ion degree  courses  that  interest  you on Unifrog  and see  what  subjects ,
qual i f icat ions  and grades  you wi l l  need to  do these  courses .
Talk  to  your  parents  and your  teachers ,  they  wi l l  each have an  important  perspect ive .

Do

Do Not

Choose subjects  just  because your  f r iends  are  choosing  them.
Choose a  subject  just  because you get  on  wel l  with  your  teacher .  You might  wel l  have a  d i f ferent
teacher  at  KS4.

U s e f u l  W e b s i t e s  f o r  C a r e e r s  C h o i c e s

AQA Examinat ion Board
Pearson Edexcel  Examinat ion Board
CIE  Examinat ion Board
UK Univers i ty  Appl icat ion System
Brit ish  qual i f icat ions  -  want ing  to  study in  the  USA
Inspir ing  Futures
SAT/ACT/PSAT ( required for  entry  to  US univers i t ies)
General  advice  on a  var iety  of  career  subject  areas
Careers  Wales  website  (a  very  comprehensive  careers
website)
Higher  Educat ion opt ions  in  Europe

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
http://www.cie.org.uk/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://fulbright.co.uk/
http://www.isco.org.uk/
http://collegeboard.com/
http://www.brightknowledge.org/
http://www.careerswales.com/
http://study-in-europe.org/
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BTEC FEES RANGE 
PER SUBJECT

AED 1400-1850

HIGHEST I /GCSE
COST PER SUBJECT

AED 850

KEY STAGE 4  EXAMINATION FEES

Parents should note that fees for external GCSE examinations are the responsibility of the parent. Parents will
receive an invoice for each examination cycle the student is entered for, including resits.

GCSE

BTEC
Registration fees for the BTEC courses are paid in full at the beginning of Year 10 for the full duration of the 2-
year course. The fee charged will cover the entry fees for the course as well as moderator visits from the UK
for each subject. Any resit of units within the course does not incur additional charges over and above the
original fee paid.

Other Costs
Registration fees for the BTEC courses are paid in full at the beginning of Year 10 for the full duration of the 2-
year course. The fee charged will cover the entry fees for the course as well as moderator visits from the UK
for each subject. Any resit of units within the course does not incur additional charges over and above the
original fee paid.

Examination Costs 
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Post-16 Pathways at 
GEMS Wellington International School

At  GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional  School ,  we current ly  offer  four  pathways  into  Post-16
Educat ion and our  S ixth  Form.

1 .  The  Internat ional  Baccalaureate  Diploma Programme ( IBDP)  Guide
2.  The Internat ional  Baccalaureate  Career  Related Programme ( IBCP)  Guide  
3.  The Courses  Programme.
4.  A-Levels  Guide  

Al l  pathways  lead to  Higher  Educat ion across  a  var iety  of  Univers i t ies .

Appl icants  need to  be  able  to  demonstrate  the  fo l lowing:

be  fu l ly  committed to  their  studies

ut i l i se  non-contact  t ime product ively

become independent  learners

take  responsib i l i ty  for  their  own learning

embrace a l l  opportunit ies  presented to  them

undertake  community  serv ice ,  especia l ly  with in  the  school

undertake  posit ions  of  responsib i l i ty  and leadership

act  as  pos it ive  role  models  for  the  rest  of  the  school

be approachable  and avai lable  to  support  and ass ist  younger  students

high  level  of  attendance dur ing  the  academic  year

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

S u b j e c t  s p e c i f i c  e n t r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  P o s t - 1 6
P r o g r a m m e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h i s  l i n k   

The procedure  for  appl icat ion and entry  into  any of  the  Post-16 Programmes is
out l ined below:

E n t r a n c e  C r i t e r i a  –  G e n e r a l  E x p e c t a t i o n s

 COURSE ELEMENTSCORE SUBJECTS

IB Diploma
Programme ( IBDP)

IB  Career  Related
Programme ( IBCP)

IB  Courses

6 subjects
Core  (CAS/  TOK/  EE

BTEC Level  3  qual i f icat ion
PLUS

3 IB  subjects

Bespoke route  with  an  agreed
number  of  d iploma subject

courses  including  CAS

3 Higher  level  subjects
3  Standard level  subjects

Career  re lated BTEC Level  3
qual i f icat ion  PLUS 3  IB

subjects

Agreed level  of  courses  at
Standard &  Higher  Level

A-Levels
3  A-Level  Subjects  

4  by  specia l  arrangement

Students  wi l l  a lso  have the
opt ion to  take  the  Extended
Project  Qual i f icat ion  (EPQ)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gEORJYY2AI-bdNmcSHfJ7mT5jN6DjqUZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rA3Zfkn1YATJgjo1IDJVgMq_2zE9jHzu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WcEx1rQzpf2L6VeX0gl9-pqquArcwo_5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1nca8p1KcceRN6_8nnJ8vgvdUtcyNJMy0?usp=sharing
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W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  &  L i t e r a t u r e ?

Studying  Engl ish  wi l l  help  students  develop the  abi l i ty  to  th ink  cr i t ica l ly  and creat ively ,  to  express
themselves  with  conf idence and coherence,  and to  combine deep understanding  with  personal
engagement  in  their  responses  to  language and l i terature .  The course  is  des igned to  promote excel lent
achievement  with in  the  sk i l l  areas  of  speak ing ,  l i stening ,  reading  and wr i t ing .  As  a  result  of  their
analys is  of  a  var iety  of  st imulat ing  texts ,  our  students  develop a  cr i t ica l  understanding  of  how
meaning  is  shaped both in  works  f rom the  l i terary  her i tage  of  d iverse  cultures  and in  non-f ict ion.  I t
wi l l  a lso  support  cross-curr icular  achievement  and provide  an  excel lent  sk i l ls  base  for  l i fe long
learners .  

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?  

Engl ish  has  two GCSEs for  which the  student  wi l l  receive  two separate  grades :  Language and
Literature .

Language Exam:
Non-f ict ion  anthology  texts
Transact ional  Wr it ing

Literature  Exam:
Modern Prose
Poetry  (compar ison and unseen)

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Students  wi l l  be  formal ly  assessed through one examinat ion and two pieces  of  coursework  for  both
Language and L i terature .  Students  wi l l  a lso  be  assessed throughout  the  two years  with  a  ser ies  of
mock  exams and pract ice  papers .

Engl ish  Language Exam:  2  hours  15  minutes  (60%)
Language Coursework :  (40%)

Engl ish  L i terature  Exam:  2  hours  (60%)
Literature  Coursework :  (40%)

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

The courses  bui ld  on the  sk i l ls  which have been embedded in  Key  Stage  3  in  a  cont inuum of  learning .
Students  are  encouraged to  respond to  f ict ion  and non-f ict ion  texts  with  breadth,  in  an  understanding
of  the  impact  of  their  cultural  contexts ,  and depth,  in  an  appreciat ion  of  the  effect  of  sty l ist ic
devices .  They are  g iven opportunit ies  to  wr i te  for  a  wide  range of  purposes  and audiences ,  in  tasks
which promote express ive  f luency as  wel l  as  ensur ing  a  f i rm foundat ion of  technical  accuracy.

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Both courses  wi l l  provide  an  excel lent  grounding  for  any  arts  or  humanit ies-based degree.  L i terature
wi l l  complement  further  studies  in  h igher-educat ion courses  such as  l i terature ,  phi losophy,  law,  whi le
Language and L i terature  lend themselves  wel l  to  media  and journal ism.  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE & L ITERATURE

Language Coursework :
Poetry  and Prose
Imaginat ive  Writ ing

Literature  Coursework :
L i terary  Her i tage
Modern Drama

Exam Board –   Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE Engl ish  Language (Speci f icat ion here)  
                        Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE Engl ish  L i terature  (Speci f icat ion here)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-english-language-a-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-english-literature-2016.html
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Exam Board -  Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE Mathemat ics
(Specif icat ion here)

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  M a t h e m a t i c s ?

Aside  from the  obvious  reasons  of  love  of  and interest  in  the  subject ,  Mathemat ics  is  one of  the  most
powerful  tools  for  analys is  and problem-solv ing  known to  mankind.  Students  need to  study
Mathemat ics  for  the  fo l lowing  reasons:

To p ick  up the  mathemat ical  sk i l ls  necessary  for  everyday l i fe  
To  develop a  sk i l ls  base  for  further  study of  mathemat ics  or  for  a  career  involv ing  h igher- level
mathemat ics  
To  obta in  qual i f icat ions  which are  v i ta l  for  certa in  careers  or  further  study

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

The content  covered wi l l  comprise  a  mixture  of  the  fo l lowing  topics :  
Number ,  A lgebra  &  Graphs  (60%)  
Geometry  &  Measures  (25%)
Stat ist ics  and Probabi l i ty  (15%)

How are  students  assessed?

There  are  two t iers  of  entry :

Foundat ion (F )  (Grades  1  to  5 ,  equivalent  to  Grade G to  B)
Higher  (H)  (Grades  4  to  9 ,  equivalent  to  Grade D to  A*) .  

40% of  the  content  is  crossover  between the  Higher  and Foundat ion t ier .  

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Students  wi l l  develop log ical  and creat ive  th ink ing  processes  in  order  to  improve problem solv ing
abi l i ty .  Students  wi l l  a lso  increase  their  bra in 's  capacitys  through v igorous  efforts  to  solve  problems
and overcome di f f icult ies  in  understanding.  Students  wi l l  be  able  to  real ise  the  appl icat ion of
Mathemat ics  in  the  real  wor ld .  

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Studying  Mathemat ics  wi l l  open a  wide  var iety  of  degrees  and career  opportunit ies .  Each year  at  WIS,
many of  the  depart ing  Year  13  students  leave to  study Engineer ing  or  Economics .  Other  common
Mathemat ics  based careers/degrees  include investment  banking ,  inte l l igence analys is ,  operat ional
research,  stat ist ica l  research,  log ist ics ,  f inancia l  analys is ,  market  research ( for  bus iness) ,  IT  (systems
analys is ,  development  or  research) ,  software  engineer ing ,  sc ient i f ic  research and development  (e .g . ,
b iotechnology,  meteorology  or  oceanography) .

PAPER EXAM

IGCSE MATHEMATIC
(CALCULATOR)

2  HOURS (50%)

MATHEMATICS

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-mathematics-a-2016.html
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Exam Board -  Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE Further  Pure  Mathemat ics-  

This  course  is  only  completed by  those  students  in  the  top sets .  E l ig ib i l i ty  for  the  top sets ,  and
this  course,  i s  determined fol lowing  achieving  a  grade 8  or  9  in  IGCSE Mathemat ics  at  the  end of
Year  10.  Your  potent ia l  i s  determined from your  att i tude in  c lass ,  work  eth ic ,  and performance in
assessments .  
 
W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

The course  consists  of  the  fo l lowing  10 topics :

Logar i thmic  funct ions  and indices  
The quadrat ic  funct ion
Ident i t ies  and inequal i t ies
Graphs
Ser ies
The b inomial  ser ies
Scalar  and vector  quant i t ies
Rectangular  Cartes ian  coordinates
Calculus
Tr igonometry  

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

At  the  end of  Year  11 ,  students  wi l l  s i t  two exams.  Each paper  is  2  hours  long  and contr ibutes  to
50% of  the  marks .  The  total  number  of  marks  for  each paper  is  100.  A  calculator  may be  used in  the
exams.

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

The Edexcel  IGCSE Further  Pure  Mathemat ics  course  g ives  students  further  opportunit ies  to
achieve  their  mathemat ical  potent ia l  and develop sk i l ls  for  l i fe .  I t  g ives  students  the  appropr iate
mathemat ical  sk i l ls ,  knowledge and understanding  to  help  them progress  to  further  mathemat ics
course  at  IB  level  and beyond.
 
T h e s e  s k i l l s  i n c l u d e :

Select ing  and apply ing  mathemat ical  techniques  and methods to  mathemat ical ,  everyday and
real -world  s i tuat ions
Develop problem-solv ing  sk i l ls  by  translat ing  problems in  mathemat ical  or  non-mathemat ical
contexts
Reasoning  mathemat ical ly
Interpret ing  and communicat ing  a  wide  array  of  mathemat ical  informat ion
Develop reasoning  sk i l ls  through exerc ises  such as  present ing  arguments  and proofs ,  making
deduct ions  and drawing  conclus ions  from mathemat ical  informat ion

The course  a lso  extends  students ’  base  in  Mathemat ics  f rom which they can progress  to  h igher
studies  in  Mathemat ics  as  wel l  as  engineer ing ,  sc ience,  economics ,  informat ion technology or
business .  

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Studying  Mathemat ics  wi l l  open a  wide  var iety  of  degrees  and career  opportunit ies .  Each year  at
WIS,  many of  the  depart ing  Year  13  students  leave to  study Engineer ing  or  Economics .  Other
common Mathemat ics  based careers/degrees  include investment  banking ,  inte l l igence analys is ,
operat ional  research,  stat ist ica l  research,  log ist ics ,  f inancia l  analys is ,  market  research ( for
business) ,  IT  (systems analys is ,  development  or  research) ,  software  engineer ing ,  sc ient i f ic  research
and development  (e .g . ,  b iotechnology,  meteorology  or  oceanography) .

(Speci f icat ion here)

FURTHER PURE MATHEMATICS

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-further-pure-mathematics-2017.html
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Exam Board –   AQA GCSE Combined Science:  Tr i logy  (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  C o m b i n e d  S c i e n c e ?  

The AQA GCSE Combined Science course  provides  the  foundat ions  for  understanding  the  mater ia l  wor ld .
Sc ient i f ic  understanding  is  changing  our  l ives  and is  v i ta l  to  the  world ’s  future  prosper i ty ,  and a l l
students  should  be  taught  essent ia l  aspects  of  the  knowledge,  methods,  processes  and uses  of  sc ience.
They should  be  helped to  appreciate  how the  complex  and d iverse  phenomena of  the  natural  wor ld  can
be descr ibed in  terms of  a  smal l  number  of  key  ideas  re lat ing  to  the  sc iences ,  which are  both  inter-
l inked and are  of  universal  appl icat ion.

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Biology
Cel l  B io logy
Organisat ion
Infect ion and response
Bioenerget ics
Homeostas is  and response
Inher i tance,  var iat ion  and evolut ion
Ecology

Chemistry
Atomic  structure  and the  per iodic  table
Bonding,  structure  and propert ies
Quant i tat ive  Chemistry
Chemical  changes
Energy  changes
The rate  and extent  of  chemical  changes
Organic  chemistry
Chemical  analys is
Chemistry  of  the  atmosphere
Using  resources

Physics
Forces
Energy
Waves
Electr ic i ty
Magnet ism and e lectromagnet ism
Part ic le  model  of  matter
Atomic  structure

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

The AQA Combined Science course  consists  of  s ix  external ly  examined papers .  B io logy:  Papers  1  and 2 ,
Chemistry :  Papers  1  and 2 ,  Phys ics :  Papers  1  and 2 .

B iology  Paper  1
Cel l  B io logy
Organisat ion
Infect ion and response
Bioenerget ics

Biology  Paper  2
Homeostas is  and response
Inher i tance,  var iat ion  and evolut ion
Ecology

COMBINED SCIENCE
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Exam Board –   AQA GCSE Combined Science:  Tr i logy  (Speci f icat ion here)  

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d  ( c o n t i n u e d ) ?  

C h e m i s t r y  P a p e r  1
Atomic  structure  and the  per iodic  table
Bonding,  structure  and propert ies
Quant i tat ive  Chemistry
Chemical  changes
Energy  changes

C h e m i s t r y  P a p e r  2
The rate  and extent  of  chemical  changes
Organic  chemistry
Chemical  analys is
Chemistry  of  the  atmosphere
Using  resources

P h y s i c s  P a p e r  1
Forces
Energy
Waves
Electr ic i ty

P h y s i c s  P a p e r  2
Magnet ism and e lectromagnet ism
Part ic le  model  of  matter
Atomic  structure

Al l  s ix  papers  are  wr i tten  examinat ions  of  1  hour  and 15  minutes  and 70 marks .  Each paper  makes  up
16.7% of  the  qual i f icat ion.  Students  have the  opt ion to  take  Foundat ion or  Higher  T ier .  The  examinat ions
are  a  mixture  of  d i f ferent  quest ion sty les ,  inc luding  mult ip le-choice  quest ions ,  structured,  c losed short
answer  and open response.

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Pract ical  work  is  at  the  heart  of  sc ience and a l l  students  are  expected to  have carr ied  out  the  required
pract ical  act iv i t ies .  Students  wi l l  develop an  understanding  of  the  nature ,  processes  and methods of
biology  through d i f ferent  types  of  sc ient i f ic  enquir ies  that  help  them to  answer  sc ient i f ic  quest ions
about  the  world  around them.  They wi l l  a lso  develop and learn  to  apply  observat ional ,  pract ical ,
model l ing ,  enquiry  and problem-solv ing  sk i l ls ,  both  in  the  laboratory ,  in  the  f ie ld  and in  other  learning
environments .  Students  wi l l  a lso  be  g iven the  opportunity  to  evaluate  c la ims based on sc ience through
cr i t ica l  analys is  of  the  methodology,  ev idence and conclus ions ,  both  qual i tat ively  and quant i tat ively .  

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

GCSE Combined Science enables  students  to  progress  to  further  and h igher  educat ion courses  in
Biology,  Chemistry  or  Phys ics ,  as  wel l  as  other  f ie lds  of  sc ience.  Sc ience students  are  a  very  creat ive
select ion of  students  whose sk i l ls  in  communicat ion,  analys is ,  commercia l  awareness  and innovat ion are
highly  sought  after  in  the  workplace  away from tradit ional  sc ience careers .  Law and business
entrepreneurs  often have a  background in  sc ience and i t  i s  for  th is  reason that  most  b ig  companies  wi l l
target  their  recruitment  to  sc ience graduates .  
       

COMBINED SCIENCE (CONT. )
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Exam Board –   AQA GCSE Biology  Tr ip le  (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  B i o l o g y ?

The AQA GCSE Biology  course  provides  the  foundat ions  for  understanding  the  l iv ing  world .  Sc ient i f ic
understanding  is  changing  our  l ives  and is  v i ta l  to  the  world ’s  future  prosper i ty ,  and a l l  students  should
be taught  essent ia l  aspects  of  the  knowledge,  methods,  processes  and uses  of  sc ience.  They should  be
helped to  appreciate  how the  complex  and d iverse  phenomena of  the  natural  wor ld  can be  descr ibed in
terms of  a  smal l  number  of  key  ideas  re lat ing  to  the  sc iences ,  which are  both  inter- l inked and are  of
universal  appl icat ion.  

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Students  study the  fo l lowing  general  topics  over  the  two-year  course :
Cel l  B io logy
Organisat ion
Infect ion and response
Bioenerget ics
Homeostas is  and response
Inher i tance,  var iat ion  and evolut ion
Ecology

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

The AQA Biology  course  consists  of  two external ly  examined papers :
Paper  1

Cel l  B io logy
Organisat ion
Infect ion and response
Bioenerget ics

Paper  2
Homeostas is  and response
Inher i tance,  var iat ion  and evolut ion
Ecology

Paper  1  and Paper  2  are  both  wr i tten  examinat ions  of  1  hour  and 45  minutes  and 100 marks .  Each paper
makes  up 50% of  the  qual i f icat ion.  Students  have the  opt ion to  take  the  Foundat ion or  the  Higher  T ier .
The examinat ions  are  a  mixture  of  d i f ferent  quest ion sty les ,  inc luding  mult ip le-choice  quest ions ,
structured,  c losed short  answer  and open response.

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Pract ical  work  is  at  the  heart  of  b io logy,  and a l l  students  are  expected to  have carr ied  out  the  required
pract ical  act iv i t ies .  Students  wi l l  develop an  understanding  of  the  nature ,  processes  and methods of
biology  through d i f ferent  types  of  sc ient i f ic  enquir ies  that  help  them to  answer  sc ient i f ic  quest ions
about  the  world  around them.  They wi l l  a lso  develop and learn  to  apply  observat ional ,  pract ical ,
model l ing ,  enquiry  and problem-solv ing  sk i l ls ,  both  in  the  laboratory ,  in  the  f ie ld  and in  other  learning
environments .  Students  wi l l  a lso  be  g iven the  opportunity  to  evaluate  c la ims based on b iology  through
cr i t ica l  analys is  of  the  methodology,  ev idence and conclus ions ,  both  qual i tat ively  and quant i tat ively .  

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

GCSE Biology  enables  students  to  progress  to  further  and h igher  educat ion courses  in  B io logy  and other
f ie lds  of  sc ience.  I t  provides  a  good foundat ion for  a l l  students  wishing  to  pursue their  careers  in  a
sc ience d isc ipl ine ,  in  part icular  those  who wish  to  enter  into  healthcare  profess ions  or  research into
cur ing  d iseases .  The  sk i l ls  learnt  through studying  Biology  wi l l  a lso  ensure  students  are  able  to
cr i t ica l ly  analyse  c la ims and data  and d iscuss  their  va l id i ty  and poss ible  impacts  on society .  Sk i l ls
sought  after  by  employers  in  the  law and business  sectors .  

BIOLOGY

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/biology/gcse/biology-8461/specification
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Exam Board –   AQA GCSE Chemistry  Tr ip le  (Speci f icat ion here)

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  C h e m i s t r y ?

The AQA GCSE Chemistry  course  provides  the  foundat ions  for  understanding  the  mater ia l  wor ld .
Sc ient i f ic  understanding  is  changing  our  l ives  and is  v i ta l  to  the  world ’s  future  prosper i ty ,  and a l l
students  should  be  taught  essent ia l  aspects  of  the  knowledge,  methods,  processes  and uses  of  sc ience.
They should  be  helped to  appreciate  how the  complex  and d iverse  phenomena of  the  natural  wor ld  can
be descr ibed in  terms of  a  smal l  number  of  key  ideas  re lat ing  to  the  sc iences ,  which are  both  inter- l inked
and are  of  universal  appl icat ion.

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Students  study the  fo l lowing  units  over  the  two-year  course :
Atomic  structure  and the  per iodic  table
Bonding,  structure ,  and the  propert ies  of  matter
Quant i tat ive  chemistry
Chemical  changes
Energy  changes
The rate  and extent  of  chemical  change
Organic  chemistry
Chemical  analys is
Chemistry  of  the  atmosphere

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

The AQA Chemistry  course  consists  of  two external ly  examined papers :
Paper  1

Atomic  structure  and the  per iodic  table
Bonding,  structure ,  and the  propert ies  of  matter
Quant i tat ive  chemistry
Chemical  changes
Energy  changes

Paper  2
The rate  and extent  of  chemical  change
Organic  chemistry
Chemical  analys is
Chemistry  of  the  atmosphere

Paper  1  and Paper  2  are  both  wr i tten  examinat ions  of  1  hour  and 45  minutes  and 100 marks .  Each paper
makes  up 50% of  the  qual i f icat ion.  Students  have the  opt ion to  take  the  Foundat ion or  the  Higher  T ier .
The examinat ions  are  a  mixture  of  d i f ferent  quest ion sty les ,  inc luding  mult ip le-choice  quest ions ,
structured,  c losed short  answer  and open response.

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Pract ical  work  is  at  the  heart  of  Chemistry ,  and a l l  students  are  expected to  have carr ied  out  the
required pract ical  act iv i t ies .  Students  wi l l  develop an  understanding  of  the  nature ,  processes  and
methods of  b io logy  through d i f ferent  types  of  sc ient i f ic  enquir ies  that  help  them to  answer  sc ient i f ic
quest ions  about  the  world  around them.  They wi l l  a lso  develop and learn  to  apply  observat ional ,
pract ical ,  model l ing ,  enquiry  and problem-solv ing  sk i l ls ,  both  in  the  laboratory ,  in  the  f ie ld  and in  other
learning  environments .  Students  wi l l  a lso  be  g iven the  opportunity  to  evaluate  c la ims based on
chemistry  through cr i t ica l  analys is  of  the  methodology,  ev idence and conclus ions ,  both  qual i tat ively  and
quant i tat ively .

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

GCSE Chemistry  enables  students  to  progress  to  further  and h igher  educat ion courses  in  Chemistry  and
other  f ie lds  of  sc ience.  Chemists  are  a  very  creat ive  select ion of  students  whose sk i l ls  in  communicat ion,
analys is ,  commercia l  awareness  and innovat ion are  h ighly  sought  after  in  the  workplace  away from
tradit ional  chemistry  careers .  Law and business  entrepreneurs  often have a  background in  chemistry  and
it  i s  for  th is  reason that  most  b ig  companies  wi l l  target  their  recruitment  to  chemistry  graduates .

CHEMISTRY

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/chemistry/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification
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Exam Board –   AQA GCSE Physics  Tr ip le  (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  P h y s i c s ?

The AQA GCSE Physics  course  provides  the  foundat ions  for  understanding  the  mater ia l  wor ld .  Sc ient i f ic
understanding  is  changing  our  l ives  and is  v i ta l  to  the  world ’s  future  prosper i ty ,  and a l l  students  should
be taught  essent ia l  aspects  of  the  knowledge,  methods,  processes  and uses  of  sc ience.  They should  be
helped to  appreciate  how the  complex  and d iverse  phenomena of  the  natural  wor ld  can be  descr ibed in
terms of  a  smal l  number  of  key  ideas  re lat ing  to  the  sc iences ,  which are  both  inter- l inked and are  of
universal  appl icat ion.  

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Students  study the  fo l lowing  topics  over  the  two-year  course :
Forces
Energy
Waves
Electr ic i ty
Magnet ism and e lectromagnet ism
Part ic le  model  of  matter
Atomic  structure
Space physics

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

The AQA Physics  course  consists  of  two external ly  examined papers :
Paper  1

Forces
Energy
Waves
Electr ic i ty

Paper  2
Magnet ism and e lectromagnet ism
Part ic le  model  of  matter
Atomic  structure
Space physics

Paper  1  and Paper  2  are  both  wr i tten  examinat ions  of  1  hour  and 45  minutes  and 100 marks .  Each paper
makes  up 50% of  the  qual i f icat ion.  Students  have the  opt ion to  take  the  Foundat ion or  the  Higher  T ier .
The examinat ions  are  a  mixture  of  d i f ferent  quest ion sty les ,  inc luding  mult ip le-choice  quest ions ,
structured,  c losed short  answer  and open response.

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Pract ical  work  is  at  the  heart  of  phys ics ,  and a l l  students  are  expected to  have carr ied  out  the  required
pract ical  act iv i t ies .  Students  wi l l  develop an  understanding  of  the  nature ,  processes  and methods of
biology  through d i f ferent  types  of  sc ient i f ic  enquir ies  that  help  them to  answer  sc ient i f ic  quest ions
about  the  world  around them.  They wi l l  a lso  develop and learn  to  apply  observat ional ,  pract ical ,
model l ing ,  enquiry  and problem-solv ing  sk i l ls ,  both  in  the  laboratory ,  in  the  f ie ld  and in  other  learning
environments .  Students  wi l l  a lso  be  g iven the  opportunity  to  evaluate  c la ims based on physics  through
cr i t ica l  analys is  of  the  methodology,  ev idence and conclus ions ,  both  qual i tat ively  and quant i tat ively .  

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

GCSE Physics  enables  students  to  progress  to  further  and h igher  educat ion courses  in  Phys ics  and other
f ie lds  of  sc ience.  I t  develops  a  student ’s  abi l i ty  to  th ink  log ical ly  through problems and apply  their
knowledge to  a  wide  range of  s i tuat ions .  Throughout  the  course,  the  mathemat ical  abi l i t ies  of  the
students  are  great ly  enhanced a longs ide  their  unique sense  of  cur ios i ty .  As  a  result , t  Phys ics  graduates
make a  target  for  law and f inance companies .

PHYSICS

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physics/gcse/physics-8463/specification
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Exam Board –   Pearson BTEC Internat ional  Appl ied  Sc ience -  Level  2  (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  B T E C  S c i e n c e  L e v e l  2 ?

The Pearson BTEC Internat ional  Level  2  Appl ied  Sc ience qual i f icat ion  g ives  learners  a  f i rm grounding  in
sc ient i f ic  knowledge and supports  the  development  of  pract ical  sk i l ls  re levant  to  careers  and further
study in  sc ience-based industr ies .  I t  focuses  on appl ied  learning ,  combining  theory  with  real -world
sc ient i f ic  invest igat ion and exper imentat ion,  so  students  learn  how sc ience works  in  pract ice  and how
scient i f ic  techniques  are  used to  solve  real -world  problems.  BTECs are  des igned in  partnership  with
employers  and subject  experts  to  ensure  learners  develop the  core  sc ient i f ic  knowledge,  invest igat ive
sk i l ls ,  and transferable  sk i l ls  such as  communicat ion,  teamwork ,  analys is ,  and problem-solv ing  that
employers  and univers i t ies  value.  This  qual i f icat ion  supports  progress ion to  Level  3  Appl ied Sc ience
and other  sc ience pathways  or  can provide  a  sol id  foundat ion for  careers  in  healthcare ,  environmental
sc ience,  forens ic  sc ience,  laboratory  work ,  and other  sc ience-related f ie lds .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

The content  of  the  Pearson BTEC Internat ional  Level  2  Appl ied  Sc ience qual i f icat ion  is  structured
around a  set  of  units  cover ing  key  sc ient i f ic  pr inc iples  and their  appl icat ions .  Across  these  units
learners  explore  core  areas  of  b io logy,  chemistry  and physics  as  wel l  as  invest igat ive  and appl ied  topics
that  prepare  them for  further  study.

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Assessment  for  th is  qual i f icat ion  is  100% coursework  based with  students  complet ing  a  range of  tasks
in  real ist ic  sc ience contexts  that  a l low them to  demonstrate  their  understanding  and pract ical  sk i l ls .
Some units  are  assessed us ing  Pearson Set  Ass ignments  — standardised tasks  provided by  Pearson to
ensure  consistency across  centres  — whi le  others  are  assessed through internal ly  devised ass ignments .
Grades  are  awarded on a  Pass  /  Mer i t  /  D ist inct ion bas is  for  each unit  and contr ibute  to  an  overal l
qual i f icat ion  grade.  Students  do not  take  any exam based assessments  on th is  course .  

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Students  wi l l  not  only  bui ld  a  sol id  understanding  of  sc ient i f ic  concepts  but  a lso :
Carry  out  pract ical  sc ient i f ic  invest igat ions  and exper iments
Apply  sc ient i f ic  methods safely  and accurately
Analyse  and interpret  data
Develop problem-solv ing  and cr i t ica l  th ink ing  sk i l ls
Communicate  sc ient i f ic  informat ion c lear ly
Work  col laborat ively  in  laboratory  and project  environments
Apply  sc ience to  real -world  or  workplace  problems

These transferable  sk i l ls  are  h ighly  valued in  further  educat ion,  employment ,  and the  broader  world  of
work .

 W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Complet ion of  a  BTEC Level  2  Appl ied  Sc ience qual i f icat ion  can lead to :
Progress ion to  Level  3  BTEC Appl ied Sc ience
Entry  into  sc ience-related apprent iceships
Roles  in  laboratory  support ,  healthcare  ass istance,  environmental  sc ience,  forens ic  support ,
pharmacy serv ices ,  and industr ia l  sc ience sectors

The qual i f icat ion  provides  a  pathway into  further  study and careers  in  sc ient i f ic  and technical  sectors
where  pract ical  sc ience sk i l ls  are  valued.

BTEC SCIENCE -  LEVEL 2

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-international-level-2/applied-science.html
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C o u r s e  D e s c r i p t i o n

This  opt ion does  not  lead to  a  GCSE qual i f icat ion,  but  is  des igned to  g ive  students  the  extra  support
needed to  achieve  their  potent ia l  in  the  core  GCSE subjects .

This  opt ion is  intended for  those  students  who may f ind a  fu l l  GCSE programme chal lenging  at  th is
stage.  Reasons  for  th is  vary  and could  include students :

who would  benef i t  f rom addit ional  study t ime to  meet  the  requirements  of  their  GCSE programme
who are  st i l l  learning  the  Engl ish  language and therefore  may not  be  advised to  learn  a  further
language
who have speci f ic  barr iers  to  learning
whose level  of  Engl ish  or  Maths  requires  consol idat ion for  study at  th is  level

 

E n t r y  R e q u i r e m e n t s

Entry  is  at  the  d iscret ion of  the  Inclus ion Team and is  del ivered by  subject  specia l ists  in  Maths  and
Engl ish .
Parents  may contact  us  i f  they  would  l ike  to  d iscuss  th is  opt ion.  The parents  of  some students  wi l l  be
contacted d irect ly  i f  teachers  and/or  the  Inclus ion Team recommend th is  opt ion for  their
son/daughter .

The content  of  the  programme var ies  according  to  speci f ic  indiv idual  needs.  I t  inc ludes :
Engl ish  and Maths  c lasswork  consol idat ion ( th is  may a lso  include Science dependent  on the
indiv idual )
Home learning  support
Engl ish  coursework  focus  sess ions
Revis ion sess ions

W h a t  a r e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t a k i n g  t h e  A d d i t i o n a l  S t u d i e s  R o u t e ?  

Reduces  pressure  on students
Al lows students  to  ga in  specia l ist  support  in  core  subject  areas
Gives  students  t ime to  catch up on coursework
Al lows students  to  undertake  supervised and supported rev is ion
Supports  students  in  achiev ing  their  potent ia l  in  other  subject  areas

ADDITIONAL STUDIES
INVITATION-ONLY COURSE  
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PAPER EXAM

Exam Board –   Cambridge IGCSE Arabic  A  (9-1)  (Speci f icat ion here)

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  A r a b i c  A  ( O  L e v e l  o r  F i r s t  L a n g u a g e ) ?

Learning  Arabic  g ives  students  l i fe long sk i l ls ,  inc luding :
•  Abi l i ty  to  communicate  c lear ly ,  accurately ,  and effect ively  in  wr i t ing
•  Abi l i ty  to  use  a  wide  range of  vocabulary ,  correct  grammar,  spel l ing  and punctuat ion
•  Personal  sty le  and awareness  of  the  audience to  be  addressed.

Students  are  a lso  encouraged to  read widely ,  both  for  their  enjoyment  and to  increase  their  awareness
of  the  ways  in  which language can be  used.

Learning  Arabic  a lso  develops  more  general  analys is  and communicat ion sk i l ls ,  such as  synthes is ,
inference,  and the  abi l i ty  to  order  facts  and present  opin ions  effect ively .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ,  a n d  h o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Paper  1  Wr it ing  (50 marks ,  1  hour  and 30 minutes)  consists  of  two sect ions :
 
Sect ion A,  the  student  chooses  one wr i tten  form from ( letter  -  Report  -  D ia logue)  with in  150 words.

Sect ion B,  lengthy wr i t ing  with in  250 words  on one of  the  topics ,  between a  descr ipt ive ,  a  narrat ive  or  a
discurs ive  quest ion,  and they wi l l  be  required to  wr i te  an  extended answer  of  cont inuous  prose.  

Paper  2 ,  Reading  and Grammar  (50 marks ,  1  hour  and 30 minutes)  consists  of  three  sect ions :
 
Sect ion A,  the  student  reads  a  short  non-f ict ion  text  with  gaps  to  be  f i l led  from mult ip le-choice
opt ions .  The
exerc ise  tests  understanding  of  grammatical  usage in  context .

In  Sect ion B,  the  student  reads  a  short  non-f ict ion  text  and answers  a  ser ies  of  short-answer  quest ions
test ing
their  understanding  of  the  text .  Candidates  are  then required to  wr i te  a  summary (of  around 100 words)
about  an  aspect  or  aspects  of  the  text .

In  Sect ion C,  the  student  reads  a  short  f ict ion  text  and answers  quest ions  that  test  their  understanding
of
grammar  or  rhetor ic  and that  require  answers  of  a  s ingle  word or  phrase.  Candidates  are  a lso  required
to
transform four  sentences ,  us ing  the  g iven prompts .

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

The course  provides  candidates  with  the  opportunity  to  respond knowledgeably  to  a  d iverse  range of
reading  passages .  Candidates  wi l l  use  some of  these  passages  to  inform and inspire  their  own wr it ing ,
and wr i te  in  a  range of  text  types  for  d i f ferent  audiences .
The passages  cover  a  range of  genres  and types ,  inc luding  f ict ion  and non-f ict ion,  and may a lso  include
other  forms of  wr i t ing ,  such as  essays ,  rev iews and art ic les .
Candidates  are  encouraged to  become appreciat ive  and cr i t ica l  readers  and wr i ters  in  Arabic .  

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

This  course  wi l l  provide  an  excel lent  foundat ion for  any  degree,  whi le  Arabic  is  a  good addit ion  to  any
future  job,  especia l ly  for  media  and journal ism.

ARABIC A  -  IGCSE/  F IRST LANGUAGE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H1N2XYjMv2ogBMIogNzerPqJ_RCdjaTa/view


Exam Board –   Pearson Edexcel  Arabic  B/  Arabic  as  Second Language (Speci f icat ion here)

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  A r a b i c  B  ( G C S E  A r a b i c  B /  A r a b i c  a s  S e c o n d  L a n g u a g e ) ?

Learning  languages  a l lows you to :  
Meet  people  f rom di f ferent  countr ies  and f ind out  more  about  them 
Learn  many sk i l ls  which are  useful  in  a  wide  range of  careers ,  such as  the  abi l i ty  to  communicate
clear ly ,  be  conf ident  about  speak ing  in  publ ic ,  use  problem-solv ing  strateg ies  and wr i te  coherent ly  
Add an internat ional  d imension to  your  choice  of  GCSE subjects ,  which is  something  many employers
and h igher  educat ion providers  want  
Have greater  opportunit ies  to  work  and/or  study abroad,  or  work  for  companies  in  the  UK with
internat ional  l inks  
Discuss  your  interests ,  ideas  and opin ions  with  other  people  who speak  the  language 
Learn  more  about  countr ies  where  the  language is  spoken and the  people  who speak  i t .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ,  a n d  h o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Paper  1  -  L istening  and Understanding  in  Arabic  (Foundat ion T ier )  
Students  should  answer  a l l  quest ions  in  sect ions  A  and B.  A l l  quest ions  in  Sect ion A  are  set  in  Engl ish .
Al l  quest ions  in  Sect ion B  are  set  in  Arabic .  A l l  answers  are  in  the  spaces  provided -  a  tota l  of  50 marks .

Paper  2  -  Speak ing  in  Arabic  (Foundat ion T ier )  
The  examinat ion is  made up of  three  tasks .  

The  tasks  must  be  conducted in  the  fo l lowing  order :  ro le  p lay ,  p icture-based task  and conversat ion.
The total  examinat ion wi l l  last  between 7  and 9  minutes .
Candidates  must  be  a l lowed 12  minutes ’  preparat ion t ime under  supervised condit ions  to  prepare  for
the  role  p lay  and the  p icture-based task .
The preparat ion t ime must  be  immediately  before  the  examinat ion t ime.
The preparat ion t ime must  be  used only  to  study the  st imul i  provided.  I t  i s  not  to  be  used to  prepare
for  the  conversat ion (Task  3) .
Candidates  can make notes  of  up to  a  maximum of  one s ide  of  A4 paper  to  cover  both

Paper  3  -  Reading  and Understanding  in  Arabic  (Foundat ion T ier )  
Sect ion A  -  28  marks
Sect ion B  -  15  marks  
Sect ion C  -  7  marks
Total  of  50 marks .

Paper  4  -  Wr it ing  in  Arabic  (Foundat ion T ier )  
Sect ion A  -  28  marks
Sect ion B  -  15  marks  
Sect ion C  -  7  marks
Total  of  50 marks .

ARABIC B  GCSE -  ARABIC AS A  SECOND LANGUAGE

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/arabic-2017.html


Exam Board –   Pearson Edexcel  Arabic  B/  Arabic  as  Second Language (Speci f icat ion here)

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ,  a n d  h o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d  ( c o n t i n u e d ) ?

Paper  1  -  L istening  and understanding  in  Arabic  (Higher  T ier )   
Students  should  answer  a l l  quest ions  in  sect ions  A  and B.  A l l  quest ions  in  Sect ion A  are  set  in  Engl ish .
Al l  quest ions  in  Sect ion B  are  set  in  Arabic .  A l l  answers  are  in  the  spaces  provided-  Total  of  50 marks .

Paper  2  -  Speak ing  in  Arabic  (Higher  T ier )  
The  examinat ion is  made up of  three  tasks .

The tasks  must  be  conducted in  the  fo l lowing  order :  ro le  p lay ,  p icture-based task  and conversat ion.
The total  examinat ion wi l l  last  between 7  and 9  minutes .
Candidates  must  be  a l lowed 12  minutes ’  preparat ion t ime under  supervised condit ions  to  prepare  for
the  role  p lay  and the  p icture-based task .
The preparat ion t ime must  be  immediately  before  the  examinat ion t ime.
The preparat ion t ime must  be  used only  to  study the  st imul i  provided.  I t  i s  not  to  be  used to  prepare
for  the  conversat ion (Task  3) .
Candidates  can make notes  of  up to  a  maximum of  one s ide  of  A4 paper  to  cover  both

Paper  3  -  Reading  and Understanding  in  Arabic  (Higher  T ier )  
Sect ion A  -  28  marks
Sect ion B  -  15  marks  
Sect ion C  -  7  marks
Total  of  50 marks

Paper  4  -  Wr it ing  in  Arabic  (Higher  T ier )  
Sect ion A  -  28  marks
Sect ion B  -  15  marks  
Sect ion C  -  7  marks
Total  of  50 marks

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

People  with  language sk i l ls  and knowledge usual ly  have an  advantage over  people  without  them.  They
stand out  as  ta lented and successful  people ,  with  broad and exc it ing  hor izons .  Tak ing  GCSE Arabic
means  you wi l l :  

Add an extra  d imension to  your  personal  sk i l ls  prof i le ,  which wi l l  impress  anyone who reads  your  CV 
Be in  a  stronger  pos it ion  to  get  a  job  in  companies  with  internat ional  l inks  or  improve employabi l i ty
i f  you would  l ike  to  work  abroad 
Be able  to  work  or  study in  an  Arabic-speak ing  country  in  later  l i fe  
Be  able  to  study Post  16  Arabic  courses  to  further  your  knowledge of  the  language and culture  
F ind i t  eas ier  to  learn  other  languages  later  i f  you want  to  

W h a t  c a r e e r s /  d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Learning  Arabic  language sk i l ls  wi l l  open career  opportunit ies  in  t ranslat ion,  interpretat ion,  publ ic
pol icy ,  economic  development ,  internat ional  re lat ions ,  journal ism,  socia l  work ,  human r ights ,  immigrant
advocacy,  bus iness  and educat ion.

ARABIC B  GCSE -  ARABIC AS A  SECOND LANGUAGE

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/arabic-2017.html


FINE ART

Exam Board –   Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE Art  &  Design,  F ine  Art  (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  F i n e  A r t ?

Fine  Art  can be  def ined as  work  developed pr imar i ly  to  communicate  aesthet ic ,  inte l lectual  or  purely
conceptual  ideas  and meaning,  rather  than to  serve  a  pract ical  or  commercia l  funct ion.  For  example ,
work  could  be  the  outcome of  personal  exper iences ,  thoughts  and feel ings ,  or  s imply  observat ion and
records  of  people ,  p laces  and th ings  in  new and unique ways .  F ine  Art  work  wi l l  demonstrate  an
understanding  and appl icat ion of  formal  e lements  and creat ive  sk i l ls ,  inc luding  mark-making .  Students
wi l l  use  v isual  communicat ion sens it ively  and thoughtful ly  to  document  their  art ist ic  journey and ful ly
support  their  intent ions .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

IGCSE F ine  Art  is  one of  the  few subjects  that  a l lows students  a  degree  of  autonomy over  their  work .
Once g iven the  sk i l ls  and tutor ing  throughout  Year  10,  students  can then make decis ions  about  the
direct ion of  their  own work  in  Year  11  in  readiness  for  component  2 ,  making  informed choices .  I t  i s  not
uncommon at  GCSE to  see  students  work ing  on a  s imi lar  project  but  with  completely  d i f ferent  and
indiv idual  outcomes.  Creat ing  autonomous learners  is  one of  the  key  a ims of  the  Art  department  at
GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional  School .

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

IGCSE F ine  Art  fo l lows the  Edexcel  sy l labus.  The course  is  set  into  two components  of  work ;  Component
One is  internal ly  set ,  and Component  Two is  set  by  the  exam board.  Throughout  Year  10 and 11 ,
students  are  taught  a  wide  var iety  of  techniques  and processes  and introduced to  a  var iety  of  art ists ,
des igners  and cultures .  In  the  second term of  Year  11 ,  students  wi l l  start  their  external ly  set
ass ignment .  This  wi l l  conclude with  a  ten-hour  exam where  students  wi l l  produce a  f inal  examinat ion
piece,  tak ing  2  days  of  the  t imetable  to  complete .

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Al low you to  express  yoursel f  creat ively .
Put  emphasis  on  the  value  of  content ,  which helps  students  understand “qual i ty”  as  a  key  value.
Bui ld  problem-  solv ing  sk i l ls .
Make us  th ink  and see  in  a  way that  everyday real i ty  cannot .
Boost  your  conf idence and sel f -esteem.
Boost  l i teracy  sk i l ls .
Help  you to  descr ibe  th ings  in  deta i l  and explore  the  use  of  words  to  better  descr ibe  th ings .
F lex  your  “bra in  muscle!”
Give  you a  sense  of  accompl ishment .
Give  you,  Cr i t ica l  th ink ing ;  Problem solv ing ;  Teamwork ;  Informed percept ion;  Tolerat ing  ambiguity ;
and
Appreciat ing  d i f ferent  cultures .
Be a  creat ive  out let  f rom more academic  subjects ,  you may choose.

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

I f  you wish  to  pursue an  educat ional  and profess ional  career  in  the  Creat ive  Arts  Industr ies ,  Art  and
Design  at  WIS  offers  the  IB  Diploma Programme in  V isual  Arts .  Some of  the  courses  and career
opportunit ies  our  students  have taken at  univers i ty  include:  AI  Prompt  Art ist ,  Content  Creator ,  Creat ive
Serv ices  Manager ,  Arts  and Cultural  Engagement  Specia l ist ,  Advert is ing  Art  Director ,  Animator ,
Architect ,  Art  Editor ,  Art  Exhib it ion  Organizer-  curator ,  Art  Therapist ,  CAD Drafter ,   Cartographer ,
Cartoonist ,  Computer  Games Designer ,  Jewel lers ,  Graphic  Designer ,  I l lustrator ,  Inter ior  Des igner ,
Internet/Web Profess ional ,  Landscape Architect ,  Make-up Art ist ,  Medical  I l lustrator ,  Medical
Photographer ,  Model  Maker ,  Mult imedia  Designer ,  Gal lery  Curator ,  Photographer ,  Product  Designer ,
Ta i lor/dressmaker ,  Technical  I l lustrator .

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-art-and-design-2017.html


Exam Board –   Pearson Edexcel  Bus iness   (Speci f icat ion  here)   

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  B T E C  B u s i n e s s ?  

The Internat ional  BTEC Level  2  Extended Cert i f icate  covers  a  range of  pract ical  aspects  of  the  bus iness
environment  industry .  You wi l l  learn  to  balance numbers  with  human values ;  understand big  bus iness ,
smal l  bus iness ,  and entrepreneurship ;  and consider  the  re lat ionship  between business  and the
community .  You wi l l  learn  how to  th ink  strateg ical ly  and act  responsibly ,  solve  problems in  teams and
pursue your  indiv idual  dreams,  make and present  a  sol id  bus iness  case  and apply  your  knowledge in  a
work ing  environment  and in  your  da i ly  l i fe .  I t  wi l l  provide  you with  a  strong grounding  for  a  career  in
the  bus iness  environment  or  indeed for  further  study.

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

The course  content  covers  5  modules  equat ing  to  30 credits ,  equivalent  to  2  GCSEs.  The modules
covered include:

Business  Purposes
Business  Organisat ions
Financia l  Forecast ing  in  Bus iness
People  in  Bus iness
Business  Enterpr ise

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

The assessment  is  100% coursework  based.  There  are  no examined units .  For  each unit ,  students  wi l l
complete  ass ignments  l inked to  a  real - l i fe  bus iness  scenar io ,  which wi l l  require  students  to  apply
business  theory  and concepts  to  the  s i tuat ion.  Grades  of  pass ,  mer i t ,  d ist inct ion and d ist inct ion*  can
be awarded for  the  qual i f icat ion  overal l .  

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Students  wi l l  not  only  develop their  knowledge and understanding  of  how business  organisat ions  are
formed and run,  but  a lso  develop an  array  of  bus iness  sk i l ls ,  inc luding :  communicat ion,  organisat ion,
problem-solv ing ,  meet ing  deadl ines ,  teamwork  and col laborat ion.  

What  careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Students  can progress  onto  the  IB  Diploma pathway or  the  IB  Career-re lated programme in  Business  i f
they  are  certa in  about  having  a  career  in  the  bus iness  sector .  The  IBCP wi l l  inc lude the  complet ion of  a
Level  3  BTEC qual i f icat ion  a longs ide  two IBDP subjects  of  their  choice .  The BTEC qual i f icat ion  is  wel l
recognised by  univers i t ies  f rom around the  world .  

BTEC BUSINESS 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-international-level-2/business-2022.html


Exam Board –  Pearson Edexcel  BTEC Creat ive  Media  Product ion (Speci f icat ion here)

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  B T E C  C r e a t i v e  M e d i a  P r o d u c t i o n ?

BTEC Media  is  a  qual i f icat ion  that  enables  learners  to  progress  to  further  educat ion or  employment  and
make informed choices  with  regard to  a  career  in  the  creat ive  media  sector .  They wi l l  a lso  have
developed media  technology sk i l ls  that  may be  appl icable  in  other  work  s i tuat ions  or  wi l l  be  able  to
progress  to  Level  3  qual i f icat ions  in  other  sectors  ( for  example ,  in  Art  and Design  or  Music) .
 
W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Video Product ion
Audio  Product ion
Pr int  Product ion
Interact ive  Media  Product ion
Photography Techniques
Animat ion Techniques
Dig i ta l  Graphics  for  Interact ive
Pr int-based Media
Advert is ing  Product ion
Writ ing  for  the  Creat ive  Media

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

This  qual i f icat ion  is  internal ly  assessed.  A l l  units  are  assessed throughout  the  course .  
Unit  grading  informat ion:  Pass/Mer it /Dist inct ion  
Overal l  qual i f icat ion  grading  informat ion Pass/Mer it /Dist inct ion/Dist inct ion*

 
W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

The mandatory  units  provide  learners  with  the  opportunity  to :

Develop the  fundamental  research sk i l ls  which under l ie  a l l  media  product ion
Gain  a  bas ic  understanding  of  employment  opportunit ies ,  job  requirements ,  and work ing  pract ices  in
the  media  sector
Develop an  understanding  of  how media  products  are  constructed for  speci f ic  audiences  or  markets

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Advert is ing  
Market ing  and Communicat ion  
F i lm Product ion
Animat ion  
Copywriter
Editor
Socia l  Media  Manager

BTEC CREATIVE
MEDIA PRODUCTION

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/creative-media-production-2022.html


Exam Board –  Pearson Edexcel  Travel  and Tour ism -  (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  T r a v e l  a n d  T o u r i s m ?

Nearly  1  in  10 jobs  around the  world  are  l inked to  tour ism.  In  Dubai ,  we are  very  aware  of  just  how
important  tour ism is  to  the  economy.  Studying  Travel  and Tour ism wi l l  help  to  provide  you with  a
greater  awareness  of  the  jobs  l inked to  the  tour ism industry  and the  impacts  of  th is  sector ,  both  the
good and the  bad.  The course  wi l l  a lso  provide  students  with  a  greater  awareness  of  p laces  around the
world  and what  d i f ferent  reg ions  can offer  tour ists .  For  those  students  who have a  pass ion for
travel l ing ,  th is  could  be  the  perfect  course  for  them.   

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ,  a n d  h o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

The course  is  100% coursework  based and has  no examinat ion.  Students  can ga in  e i ther  a  Pass ,  Mer i t  or
Dist inct ion upon successful  complet ion of  the  course .  Students  wi l l  be  required to  submit  a  number  of
ass ignments  throughout  the  two-year  course .  A  total  of  3  d i f ferent  units  wi l l  be  studied by  students .

Unit  1 :  The  Travel  and Tour ism Sector
Learners  are  able  to  understand the  concept  of  the  travel  and tour ism sector
Learners  are  able  to  know the  roles  and interre lat ionships  of  organisat ions  with in  a  country ’s  t ravel
and tour ism sector

Unit  3 :  Understanding  the  Nature  and Effects  of  World  Travel
Learners  are  able  to  ident i fy  and locate  s igni f icant  features  and major  dest inat ions  of  the  world
Learners  are  able  to  ident i fy  the  world 's  c l imat ic  condit ions  affect ing  travel  to  wor ldwide
dest inat ions
Learners  are  able  to  understand the  effect  of  the  worldwide t ime on travel lers

Unit  8 :  Worldwide Hol iday  Dest inat ions
Learners  are  able  to  locate  worldwide dest inat ions  for  d i f ferent  types  of  hol idays
Learners  are  able  to  se lect  wor ldwide dest inat ions  to  meet  customer  needs  
Learners  know the  factors  which impact  travel  to  wor ldwide dest inat ions

 
W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Students  wi l l  develop sk i l ls  in  IT ,  presentat ions ,  organisat ion,  numeracy and l i teracy,  communicat ions ,
research and project  management ,  p lus  a  greater  appreciat ion  and understanding  of  the  world .

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Students  wi l l  be  wel l -pos it ioned to  ga in  a  job  in  the  travel  and tour ism sector .  Jobs  include,  though are
not  l imited to ,  t ravel  agents ,  hotel  managers ,  government  advisors  and roles  in  events  management .
Degrees  l inked to  the  course  can include hospita l i ty  and event  management ,  media  and tour ism,  and
tour ism and susta inabi l i ty ;  the  latter  is  ev ident ly  ga in ing  prest ige  and is  increas ing  in  terms of  job
opportunit ies .   

BTEC TRAVEL AND
TOURISM

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-international-level-2/travel-and-tourism.html


Exam Board –  Cambridge IGCSE Business  Studies  (A*-G)  (Speci f icat ion here)

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  B u s i n e s s  S t u d i e s  a t  I G C S E ?  

The Cambridge IGCSE Business  Studies  course  provides  students  with  an  understanding  of  bus iness
conceptsand techniques  across  a  range of  d i f ferent  types  of  bus inesses .
Students  wi l l  be  able  to :

understand di f ferent  forms of  bus iness  organisat ions
learn  about  the  environments  in  which bus inesses  operate
learn  about  d i f ferent  bus iness  funct ions  such as  market ing ,  operat ions  and f inance
appreciate  the  role  of  people  in  bus iness  success
They wi l l  a lso  develop the  fo l lowing  l i fe long sk i l ls :
the  abi l i ty  to  calculate  and interpret  bus iness  data
communicat ion sk i l ls  needed to  support  arguments  with  reasons
the abi l i ty  to  analyse  bus iness  s i tuat ions  and reach decis ions  or  judgements

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

The course  comprises  of  6  sect ions ;  Year  10 students  wi l l  study units  1 ,  3  and 5  and in  Year  11 ,  they
wi l l  study units  2 ,  4  and 6 .

Sect ion 1  -  Understanding  bus iness  act iv i ty
Business  act iv i ty
Class i f icat ion  of  bus inesses
enterpr ise ,  bus iness  growth &  s ize
Types  of  bus iness  organisat ion
Business  object ives  and stakeholder  object ives

Sect ion 2  -  People  in  bus iness
Motivat ing  workers
Organisat ion and management
Recruitment ,  se lect ion and tra in ing  of  workers
Internal  and external  communicat ion

Sect ion 3  -  Market ing
Market ing ,  compet it ion  and the  customer
Market  research
Market ing  mix/market ing  strategy

Sect ion 4  -  Operat ions  Management
Product ion of  goods  and serv ices
Costs ,  scale  of  product ion and break-even analys is
Achieving  qual i ty  product ion
Locat ion decis ions

Sect ion 5  -  F inancia l  informat ion and decis ions
Business  f inance:  needs  and sources
Cash-f low forecast ing  and work ing  capita l
Income statements
Balance Sheets/Analys is  of  Accounts

Sect ion 6  -  External  inf luences  on bus iness  act iv i ty
Government  economic  object ives  and pol ic ies
Environmental  and ethical  i ssues
Business  and the  internat ional  economy

BUSINESS STUDIES

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596930-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf


H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

The f inal  assessment  is  two exam papers ,  Paper  1  &  Paper  2 ,  which are  out l ined below:

Paper  1  –  80 marks ,  90 minutes
Weight ing :  50%
4 short  bus iness  case  studies
Structured quest ions

Paper  2  –  80 marks ,  90 minutes
Weight ing :  50%
1 longer  case  study
Structured essay  quest ions

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Develop in-depth knowledge and understanding
Understand how a  bus iness  works
Understand the  key  funct ional  areas  in  a  bus iness
Able  to  apply  theory  to  real - l i fe  bus iness  case  studies

Sk i l ls  Development
Develop key  transferable  sk i l ls  that  can be  appl ied  to  other  subjects  and the  way you approach l i fe
outs ide  of  school .

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?  

F u t u r e  P a t h w a y s  
IB/A-Level  

IB  Diploma Programme
IB Career  Related Programme Level  3 ;  Level  3  Internat ional  BTEC Qual i f icat ion  a longs ide  2/3  IB
Diploma Subjects
A-Level  

Higher  Educat ion  
Any number  of  Bus iness-Related Degrees  

Business  Related Careers
Human Resource  Management  
Operat ions/Logist ics
Market ing
Account ing  &  F inance 
Internat ional  Bus iness  

BUSINESS STUDIES (CONT. )



Exam Board –  Cambridge IGCSE Computer  Sc ience (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e ?

Cambridge IGCSE Computer  Sc ience helps  learners  develop an  interest  in  computat ional  th ink ing  and an
understanding  of  the  pr inc iples  of  problem-solv ing  us ing  computers .  They apply  th is  understanding  to
create  computer-based solut ions  to  problems us ing  a lgor i thms and a  h igh- level  programming language.
Learners  a lso  develop a  range of  technical  sk i l ls  and the  abi l i ty  to  effect ively  test  and evaluate
comput ing  solut ions .
Studying  Cambridge IGCSE Computer  Sc ience helps  learners  appreciate  current  and emerging
comput ing  technologies ,  the  benef i ts  of  their  use ,  and recognise  their  potent ia l  r isks .  

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Computer  Systems
Data  representat ion  
Data  transmiss ion 
Hardware  
Software  
The internet  and i ts  uses  
Automated and emerging  technologies  

Algor i thms,  programming and log ic  
Algor i thm des ign  and problem-solv ing
Programming 
Databases  
Boolean log ic

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?
 
Students  wi l l  be  assessed with  2  wr i tten  papers .

Paper  1  –  Computer  Systems (50%)
Paper  2  –  Algor i thms,  Programming and Logic  (50%)

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Our approach in  Cambridge IGCSE Computer  Sc ience encourages  learners  to  be:  
Conf ident  -  us ing  technical  language to  communicate  their  knowledge and understanding  
Responsible  -  work ing  systemat ical ly ,  safe ly  and securely  when us ing  technology  
Ref lect ive  -  learning  from their  exper iences  when creat ing  programs and us ing  technology;
understanding  how technology impacts  society  
Innovat ive  -  solv ing  unfami l iar  problems and des igning  computer  programs creat ively  and
independently  
Engaged -  keen to  develop computer  sc ience sk i l ls  and further  their  understanding  of  developments
in  the  use  of  technology.

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?  

Database Administrator
Data  Sc ient ist
Informat ion Secur i ty  Analyst
Robot ics
Database  Administrator
Software  Developer
Computer  Systems Analyst
Computer  Hardware  Engineer
Computer  Network  Architect
Art i f ic ia l  Inte l l igence and Machine  Learning
Web Developer

COMPUTER SCIENCE
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n e w  a n d  e m e r g i n g
t e c h n o l o g i e s
e n e r g y  g e n e r a t i o n  a n d
s t o r a g e
d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  n e w
m a t e r i a l s
s y s t e m s  a p p r o a c h  t o
d e s i g n i n g
m e c h a n i c a l  d e v i c e s
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t h e i r
w o r k i n g  p r o p e r t i e s .

C O R E  T E C H N I C A L
P R I N C I P L E S

D E S I G N  &  M A K I N G
P R I N C I P L E S

S P E C I A L I S T  T E C H N I C A L
P R I N C I P L E S

s e l e c t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l s  o r
c o m p o n e n t s
f o r c e s  a n d  s t r e s s e s
e c o l o g i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l
f o o t p r i n t
s o u r c e s  a n d  o r i g i n s
u s i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  w i t h
m a t e r i a l s
s t o c k  f o r m s ,  t y p e s  a n d
s i z e s
s c a l e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n
s p e c i a l i s t  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d
p r o c e s s e s
s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t s  a n d
f i n i s h e s .

i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  p r i m a r y  a n d
s e c o n d a r y  d a t a
e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d
e c o n o m i c  c h a l l e n g e
t h e  w o r k  o f  o t h e r s
d e s i g n  s t r a t e g i e s
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  d e s i g n  i d e a s
p r o t o t y p e  d e v e l o p m e n t
s e l e c t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l s  a n d
c o m p o n e n t s
t o l e r a n c e s
m a t e r i a l  m a n a g e m e n t
s p e c i a l i s t  t o o l s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t
s p e c i a l i s t  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d
p r o c e s s e s .

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

Exam Board –   AQA GCSE Design  and Technology   (Speci f icat ion here)   

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  D e s i g n  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y ?  

A GCSE in  Design  and Technology a l lows students  to  study core  technical  and des igning  and making
pr inc iples ,  inc luding  a  broad range of  des ign  processes ,  mater ia ls ,  techniques  and equipment .  They wi l l
a lso  have the  opportunity  to  study specia l ist  technical  pr inc iples  in  greater  depth.

GCSE Design  and Technology wi l l  prepare  students  to  part ic ipate  conf ident ly  and successful ly  in  an
increas ingly  technological  wor ld .  Students  wi l l  ga in  awareness  and learn  from wider  inf luences  on Design
and Technology,  inc luding  h istor ical ,  soc ia l ,  cultural ,  environmental  and economic  factors .  Students  wi l l
get  the  opportunity  to  work  creat ively  when des igning  and making ,  and apply  technical  and pract ical
expert ise .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?  
 
The  course  is  spl i t  evenly  between the  theory  content  for  the  examinat ion and the  des ign  and making
sk i l ls  required for  the  Non-Examined Assessment .  The  theory  content  in  preparat ion for  the  examinat ion,
which const i tutes  50% of  the  f inal  assessment  and includes  core  technical  pr inc iples ,  specia l ist
technical  pr inc iples  and des ign  and making  pr inc iples ,  as  fo l lows;

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552/specification


DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
(CONT. )

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?  

Students  wi l l  be  formal ly  assessed through one examinat ion and one p iece  of  coursework  (NEA) .  Students
wi l l  a lso  be  assessed throughout  the  two years  with  a  ser ies  of  mock  exams,  pract ice  papers  and des ign
and make tasks .   
Wr i tten  exam –  2  hours  -  50% of  GCSE
Non-Exam Assessment  –  A  substant ia l  des ign  and make task  (30-35 hours  approx . )  –  50% of  GCSE

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?  

The course  develops  a  wide  range of  sk i l ls  f rom researching  and analys ing  to  des igning  and problem-
solv ing .   Students  wi l l  a lso  develop sk i l ls  in  a  range of  d i f ferent  pract ical  processes  us ing  workshop tools
and machinery ,  as  wel l  as  ga in ing  exper ience us ing  a  range of  CAD software  packages  to  create  both  2D
and 3D CAD drawings ,  which can then be  used in  conjunct ion with  CAM machines  such as  laser  cutters
and 3D pr inters .    

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?  
       

Courses :  IB  Design  &  Technology
Univers i ty :  architecture ,  engineer ing ,  informat ion technology and product  and industr ia l  des ign.
Careers :  Construct ion,  C iv i l  Engineer ing ,  Fashion and text i les ,  Inter ior  manufactur ing ,  Product
Designer ,  Engineer ing  technology.  

The non- exam assessment  wi l l  contr ibute  towards  50% of  the  students ’  overal l  mark .  The  NEA project  in
i ts  ent i rety  should  take  between 30 and 35  hours  to  complete  and consist  of  a  work ing  prototype and a
concise  portfol io  of  approx imately  20 pages  of  A3  paper,  equivalent  to  A4 paper  or  the  d ig i ta l  equivalent .

Students '  work  should  consist  of  an  invest igat ion into  a  contextual  chal lenge,  def in ing  the  needs  and
wants  of  the  user  and include re levant  research to  produce a  des ign  br ief  and speci f icat ion.  Students
should  generate  des ign  ideas  with  f la i r  and creat iv i ty  and develop these  to  create  a  f inal  des ign  solut ion
( including  model l ing) . A  manufactur ing  speci f icat ion should  be  produced to  conclude your  des ign  f indings,
leading  to  the  real isat ion  of  a  f inal  prototype that  is  f i t  for  purpose and a  f inal  evaluat ion.  Students
should  invest igate,  analyse  and evaluate  throughout  the  portfol io  and evidence a l l  decis ions  made.



Exam Board –   Pearson Edexcel  GCSE Drama (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  D r a m a ?

GCSE Drama is  a  creat ive  and academic  subject  that  encourages  d iscovery  through exper imentat ion.
Students  wi l l  study a  range of  theatre  sty les  and pract i t ioners ,  work ing  indiv idual ly  and col laborat ively .  

What  is  the  course  content?

Component  1 :  Devis ing  Pract ical  Performance Col laborat ive  performance project  -  creat ing  theatre  for
a  l ive  audience.  
Component  1 :  Devis ing  Portfol io  An essay  to  evaluate  the  devis ing  process  in  terms of  sty le ,  structure ,
form and content .
Component  2 :  Text  in  Performance Two play  extracts  performed l ive  to  an  audience.
Component  3 :  Theatre  Makers  in  Pract ice  Sect ion A :  An Inspector  Cal ls ;  Sect ion B:  L ive  Theatre
Evaluat ion

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Component  1 :   Devis ing  Pract ical  Performance  Internal  Assessment   (10%)
Component  1 :   Devis ing  Portfol io    Internal  Assessment   (30%)
Component  2 :   Text  in  Performance  External  Examiner   (20%)
Component  3 :  Theatre  Makers  in  Pract ice   Wr itten Exam  (40%)  

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

GCSE Drama is  an  excel lent  opportunity  to  develop conf idence,  creat iv i ty ,  socia l  sk i l ls ,  col laborat ion,
communicat ion sk i l ls ,  independent-th ink ing ,  wider-world  th ink ing ,  analyt ical  th ink ing  and courage.
Moreover ,  the  course  encourages  an  appreciat ion  of  the  arts  and culture  and how i t  impacts  the  world
in  which we l ive .  

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Educat ional  pathways:  

IB  DP Theatre  Programme
BTEC Performing  Arts

Further  Informat ion:

Univers i ty  degrees
Career  Opportunit ies

DRAMA

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/the-arts/theatre/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.html
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/drama
https://sites.google.com/priory.herts.sch.uk/careers-in-the-classroom/drama


Exam Board –  Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE Economics  (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  E c o n o m i c s ?

Students  should  study Economics  i f  they  have an  interest  in  real - l i fe  issues  and how they can impact
indiv iduals ,  f i rms and therefore  affect  Government  decis ions .  Economics  is  the  study of  scarce
resources  with  vary ing  uses .  Indiv iduals  have inf in i te  wants ,  resources  avai lable  to  meet  those  needs
are  scarce,  and therefore ,  choices  have to  be  made.  Choices  made by  indiv iduals  impact  not  only
themselves ,  but  a lso  the  decis ions  that  are  made by  producers ,  as  wel l  as  those  made by  the
Government .  Economics  a l lows you to  understand how money f lows through the  economy,  the  causes
and consequences  of  economic  issues  from around the  world  and a l lows you to  quest ion,  inquire ,  and
problem solve .  

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

The course  is  spl i t  into  four  main  units .  Units  1 .1  and 1 .2  are  studied in  Year  10,  and units  2 .1  and 2 .2  are
studied in  Year  11 .

Unit  1 .1  -  Microeconomics
The bas ic  economic  problem
Economic  Assumptions
Demand,  Supply  &  Equi l ibr ium
Elast ic i t ies
The mixed economy
External i t ies

Unit  1 .2  -  Bus iness  Economics
Product ion
Product iv i ty  &  Div is ion  of  Labour
Business  costs ,  revenues  &  prof i ts
Business  Compet it ion
The labour  market
Government  intervent ion

Unit  2 .1  -  Government  &  the  Economy
Economic  Growth
Inf lat ion
Unemployment
Redistr ibut ion of  Income
Protect ion of  the  Environment
Balance of  Payments
Government  pol ic ies :  f iscal ,  monetary  &  supply  s ide
Government  controls
Relat ionship  between object ives  and pol ic ies

Unit  2 .2  -  The  Global  Economy
Global isat ion
Internat ional  Trade
Exchange rates

ECONOMICS

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Economics/2017/Specification%20and%20SAMS/international-gcse-spec-9781446942789.pdf


Exam Board –  Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE Economics  (Speci f icat ion here)  

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Students  are  external ly  assessed v ia  two external  examinat ions  (no  coursework  e lements) .  The  deta i ls
are  below:  

Paper  1  -  Microeconomics  &  Business  Economics
80 marks
1  hour  30 mins
Weight ing :  50% of  the  overal l  mark

Paper  2  -  Macroeconomics  &  the  Global  Economy
80 marks
1  hour  30 mins
Weight ing :  50% of  the  overal l  mark

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

The students  wi l l  develop essay  wr i t ing  sk i l ls  demonstrat ing  knowledge,  appl icat ion,  analys is  and
evaluat ion.  Students  wi l l  learn  how to  analyse  complex  economic  problems that  real  economies  are
fac ing  and determine how economic  theory  and concepts  can be  appl ied  to  these  s i tuat ions .  Students
wi l l  a lso  learn  about  the  cause  of  these  issues  as  wel l  as  the  consequences  for  indiv iduals ,  producers
and the  government ,  and how they may be  impacted.
 
What  careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

The programme is  a  taster  of  analys ing  real - l i fe  economic  scenar ios  and consider ing  how the
government  can best  respond to  them.  Students  who take  Economics  at  a  h igher  level  wi l l  progress  onto
a  mult i tude of  careers ,  inc luding  (but  not  l imited to) :  F inancia l  Serv ices ,  bus iness  management ,
consultancy,  wealth  management ,  journal ism and many more.

ECONOMICS (CONT. )

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Economics/2017/Specification%20and%20SAMS/international-gcse-spec-9781446942789.pdf


Exam Board -  IGCSE Enterpr ise  (Speci f icat ion here)

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  E n t e r p r i s e ?

Cambridge IGCSE Enterpr ise  encourages  learners  to  develop their  understanding  and the  pract ical  sk i l ls
associated with  the  work  environment  and the  running  of  a  smal l  enterpr ise .  The  syl labus  provides  the
knowledge associated with  running  a  smal l  enterpr ise  and an  opportunity  for  learners  to  apply  th is
knowledge pract ical ly  and engagingly  when running  their  own enterpr ise  project .  Learners  are
encouraged to  study enterpr ise  in  a  local  as  wel l  as  a  g lobal  context  whi le  enhancing  their  sk i l ls  of
invest igat ion,  analys is ,  interpretat ion,  evaluat ion and pract ical  problem-solv ing .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Paper  1
Introduct ion to  enterpr ise  
Sett ing  up a  new enterpr ise  
Enterpr ise  sk i l ls
Enterpr ise  opportunit ies ,  r isk ,  legal  obl igat ions  and ethical  considerat ions
Negot iat ion
Finance
Business  planning
Markets  and customers
Help  and support  for  the  enterpr ise
Communicat ion.

Coursework
Choosing  a  su itable  project ,  inc luding  a  formal  wr i tten  report  of  approx imately
Planning  the  project
Planning  to  manage potent ia l  problems
Planning  for  f inancing  the  project  OR planning  market ing  communicat ions .
Us ing  enterpr ise  sk i l ls  to  implement  the  plan.
Evaluat ing  the  project

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?
 
Students  wi l l  be  assessed on two components  of  the  course :

Component  1  -  Wr itten Paper  (50%)
Component  2  -  Coursework  (50%)

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Responsible :  Students  wi l l  learn  to  make ethical  decis ions  and manage resources  eff ic ient ly ,
foster ing  a  sense  of  accountabi l i ty  in  bus iness  environments .
Ref lect ive :  They wi l l  develop the  abi l i ty  to  cr i t ica l ly  evaluate  their  own work  and decis ions ,  leading
to  cont inuous  improvement  and sel f -awareness .
Innovat ive :  The course  encourages  creat ive  th ink ing  and problem-solv ing ,  enabl ing  students  to
devise  unique solut ions  and ideas  in  the  world  of  enterpr ise .
Engaged:  Students  wi l l  engage act ively  with  real -world  bus iness  chal lenges ,  understanding  market
dynamics  and customer  needs  more  deeply .
Conf ident :  Through hands-on exper iences  and pract ical  learning ,  students  wi l l  bui ld  conf idence in
their  abi l i t ies  to  lead and execute  bus iness  in i t iat ives .

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?  

Entrepreneurship
Business  Management
Market ing  and Sales
F inance and Account ing
Human Resources
Consultancy
Reta i l  Management
E-commerce

ENTERPRISE

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/636114-2024-2025-syllabus.pdf


Exam Board –   AQA GCSE Food Preparat ion and Nutr i t ion  (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  F o o d  P r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  N u t r i t i o n ?

Food Preparat ion and Nutr i t ion  provides  learners  with  the  essent ia l  knowledge,  understanding,  and
pract ical  sk i l ls  necessary  to  prepare  a  var iety  of  foods  whi le  apply ing  key  pr inc iples  of  food sc ience,
nutr i t ion,  and healthy  eat ing .  This  course  fosters  cr i t ica l  th ink ing  and decis ion-making ,  enabl ing
students  to  make informed choices  regarding  food select ion,  preparat ion,  and overal l  nutr i t ional  wel l -
being .

GCSE Food Preparat ion and Nutr i t ion  is  an  engaging  course  that  emphasises  the  development  of
pract ical  cooking  sk i l ls  whi le  provid ing  students  with  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  nutr i t ion,  food
provenance,  and the  funct ional  propert ies  of  food ingredients .  This  course  a ims to  equip  students  with
both theoret ical  knowledge and hands-on exper ience,  foster ing  a  deep appreciat ion  for  the  sc ience
behind food preparat ion and i ts  nutr i t ional  impl icat ions .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

There  are  6  main  topics  in  the  GCSE course :
 
Food Preparat ion Sk i l ls
A  range of  food preparat ion and cooking  sk i l ls  i s  developed throughout  the  GCSE
 
Food,  Nutr i t ion  and Health
Macronutr ients ,  micronutr ients  and nutr i t ional  needs  and health
 
Food Science
Cooking ,  heat  transfer  and the  funct ional  and chemical  propert ies  of  food 

Food Safety
Food spoi lage  and contaminat ion,  and the  pr inc iples  of  food safety  

Food Choice
Factors  affect ing  food choice ,  Br i t ish  and Internat ional  cu is ine ,  sensory  evaluat ion,  food label l ing  and
food market ing

Food Provenance
Environmental  impact  of  food and susta inabi l i ty  of  food,  food process ing  and food product ion

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Students  are  assessed with  a  combinat ion of  a  wr i tten  exam and coursework  or  NEA (non-examinat ion
assessment) .
 
50% –  Written Exam Paper  
Students  wi l l  be  assessed on their  theoret ical  knowledge of  food preparat ion and nutr i t ion  from the
subject  content .  The  exam is  1  hour  45  minutes  out  of  100 marks ,  with  mult ip le  choice  quest ions  (20
marks)  and f ive  longer  quest ions ,  each with  a  number  of  sub-quest ions .  (80 marks)
 
15% –  Food Science Pract ical  Invest igat ion –  NEA 1
Students  show their  understanding  of  the  work ing  character ist ics  and funct ional  and chemical
propert ies  of  ingredients .
 
35% –  Food Pract ical  Preparat ion –  NEA 2
Students  demonstrate  their  knowledge,  sk i l ls  and understanding  in  re lat ion  to  the  planning,
preparat ion,  cooking ,  presentat ion of  food and appl icat ion of  nutr i t ion  re lated to  a  chosen task .
Students  wi l l  do  th is  by  prepar ing ,  cooking  and present ing  a  f inal  menu of  three  d ishes  with in  three
hours ,  p lanning  in  advance how th is  wi l l  be  achieved

FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/food/specifications/AQA-8585-SP-2016.PDF


Exam Board –   AQA GCSE Food Preparat ion and Nutr i t ion  (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

A wide range of  food preparat ion sk i l ls  i s  needed at  GCCE.
The twelve  pract ical  sk i l ls  are :
General  pract ical  sk i l ls ,  kn i fe  sk i l ls ,  prepar ing  fru i ts  and vegetables ,  use  of  the  cooker ,  use  of
equipment ,  cooking  methods,  prepar ing ,  combining  and shaping,  sauce making ,  tender is ing  and
marinat ing ,  doughs,  ra is ing  agents  and sett ing  mixtures .  
Students  wi l l  a lso  develop invest igat ional  sk i l ls ,  t ime management ,  as  wel l  as  sk i l ls  of  analys is  and
evaluat ion,  both  in  the  NEA and in  preparat ion for  the  wr i tten  exam.

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Univers i ty  courses  include:  food and nutr i t ion,  sports  sc ience,  food sc ience,  d ietet ics  and food product
development ,  hospita l i ty  and cater ing .
Careers ,  apprent iceships  or  fu l l - t ime careers  as :  food buyers ,  food product  development ,  home
economists ,  d iet ic ians ,  food photography,  food magaz ine  journal ists ,  hospita l i ty  and cater ing ,  as  wel l  as
teaching.  

FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION (CONT. )

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/food/specifications/AQA-8585-SP-2016.PDF


Exam Board –   Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE Geography (Speci f icat ion  here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  G e o g r a p h y ?

Geography helps  you to  make sense  of  the  world  around you.  I t  i s  hands-on,  i t  i s  re levant ,  and i t  i s  fun.
IGCSE geography courses  are  a  good mix  of  topics  such as  urban issues ,  wor ld  development ,  extreme
environments ,  coasts ,  and hazards  –  to  name but  a  few.  The course  wi l l  g ive  you the  chance to  get  to
gr ips  with  some of  the  b ig  issues  which affect  our  wor ld ,  and understand the  socia l ,  economic  and
physical  forces  and processes  which shape and change our  wor ld .  

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ,  a n d  h o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Paper  1  -  40% -  70 marks  –  1  hour  10 minutes
 
Sect ion A  –  50 marks

Coastal  Environments  
Hazardous  environments

  
Sect ion B  –  20 marks
Invest igat ing  Coastal  Environments  (F ie ldwork)

Paper  2  -  60% -  105 marks  –  1  hour  45  minutes  

Sect ion A  –  50 marks
Economic  Act iv i ty  +  Energy  
Urban Environments

 
Sect ion B  –  20 marks

Invest igat ing  Urban Environments  (F ie ldwork)

Sect ion C  –  35  marks  
Frag i le  Environments  +  Cl imate  Change 

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Highly  re levant  knowledge 
Place  knowledge 
Looking  at  issues  with  vary ing  perspect ives  
Geographical  Argument  
F ie ldwork  
Team work
Data  and Geospat ia l  sk i l ls  
V isual  and communicat ion sk i l ls  

 
Geographers  are  encouraged to  explore  the  world  around them us ing  sk i l ls  which a l low them to  develop
into  mindful ,  informed young adults  of  the  future .

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

‘ I  am a  Geographer ’  -  Check  out  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  l ink  here  to  see  what  exc it ing  and
innovat ive  careers  of  the  future  there  are  in  Geography.  

GEOGRAPHY

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-geography-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Geography/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446958360_INT_GCSE_GEOG_Issue_3.pdf
https://www.rgs.org/iamageographer/


Exam Board –  Pearson Edexcel  Internat ional  GCSE History  (Speci f icat ion here)   

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  H i s t o r y ?  

Understanding  events  and issues  of  the  past  help  our  learners  f ind posit ive  and innovat ive  solut ions  to
current  socia l  and economic  chal lenges  of  our  ever  changing  world .  GCSE History  covers  a  range of
Histor ical  t ime per iods  which a l lows our  students  to  engage in  fasc inat ing  topics  whi le  developing
essent ia l  sk i l ls  such as  analys ing  and invest igat ing  a  range of  d i f ferent  sources  to  debate  and form
sound conclus ions .  History  is  a  terr i f ic  p latform for  further  study in  many d isc ipl ines  with  some of  the
most  transferable  and employable  sk i l ls  and knowledge ga ined.  We support  our  learners  to  develop
their  empathy and understanding  for  other  cultures  and ways  of  l i fe  to  a l low them to  ga in  the  sk i l ls  they
need to  work  in  internat ional  environments .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t  a n d  h o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Paper  1  -  50% -  60 marks  -  1  hour  30 minutes
Germany:  Development  of  a  Dictatorship  -  1918-1945 -  30 marks
Start ing  with  the  end of  World  War  I  and the  establ ishment  and then fa i lure  of  the  Weimar  Government ,
th is  topic  explores  the  condit ions  which gave Hit ler  the  opportunity  to  come to  power .  Learners  wi l l
then explore  the  consol idat ion of  th is  power  and the  events  and pol ic ies  that  shook  the  world  in  the
20th century .
A  World  Div ided:  Superpower  Relat ions  -  1943-1972  -  30 marks
Internat ional  re lat ions  are  at  the  heart  of  th is  topic  which explores  the  reasons  and development  of  the
Cold  War  and the  key  events  including  the  Ber l in  Wal l ,  Cuba and the  Arms Race.  The topic  ends  with  the
moves  towards  Detente  by  1972 .

Paper  2  -  50% -  60 marks  -  1  hour  30 minutes  
Changes  in  Medic ine,  1848-1948 -  30 marks
This  topic  explores  the  l imited progress  of  medic ine,  the  poor  l iv ing  condit ions  of  the  general
populat ion and how th is  had an  impact  on health .  The  course  wi l l  then explore  key  sc ient i f ic
discover ies ,  invent ions  and World  War  I  and how th is  changed and advanced medic ine  and the  health  of
the  populat ion.

Russ ia  and the  Soviet  Union,  1905-1924 -  30 marks
‘Russ ia  and the  Soviet  Union’  looks  at  the  reasons  for  the  fa l l  of  the  Tsar ,  the  cont inued socia l  unrest  of
the  Russ ian  populat ion,  whi le  explor ing  the  s igni f icant  impact  of  World  War  I .  The  Russ ia  topic  explores
the consol idat ion of  the  Bolshevik  takeover  and the  impact  th is  has  had on the  state  and people .

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Histor ians  ga in  and develop a  number  of  t ransferable  sk i l ls  which a l low them to  develop into  young
adults  who can form creat ive  solut ions  to  many moral  and socia l  chal lenges .  We encourage our
Histor ians  to  look  at  the  past  as  a  tool  to  develop our  future  and be  part  of  the  decis ion-making  that
learns  f rom the  mistakes  and tr iumphs of  the  past .  Our  Histor ians  show compass ion and empathy and
remember  the  people  behind h istory  and how the  decis ions  of  governments ,  emperors  and k ings  f rom
around the  world  have affected the  l ives  of  ordinary  people .

Analys ing  h istor ical  sources
Contextual is ing  h istory  
Evaluat ing  the  impact  of  d i f ferent  key  events  and act ions
Effect ive  chal lenge and debate
Synthesis  of  re levant  sources
Chronological  reasoning
Creat ive  problem solv ing
Communicat ion

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

History  graduates  have one of  the  h ighest  rates  of  employabi l i ty  when they leave univers i ty  due to  the
complex  and d iverse  range of  t ransferable  sk i l ls  that  scholars  develop through the  d isc ipl ine .  History  is
a lso  a  fantast ic  degree  to  use  as  a  p latform for  other  d isc ipl ines ,  such as  law.  P lease  c l ick  the  l ink  to
f ind a  more  in-depth range of  career  prospects .

HISTORY

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-history-2017.html
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/history


Exam Board –  Cambridge Internat ional  GCSE Lat in  (Speci f icat ion here)   

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

·Language Analys is  and Grammar:  Understanding  the  structure  and syntax  of  Lat in ,  enhancing  l inguist ic
awareness  and precis ion.
·Translat ion  Sk i l ls :  Translat ing  Lat in  texts  accurately  into  Engl ish ,  improving  attent ion to  deta i l  and
problem-solv ing .
·Vocabulary  Bui ld ing :  Expanding  knowledge of  Lat in  vocabulary ,  which can a lso  enr ich  Engl ish
vocabulary ,  part icular ly  in  f ie lds  l ike  law,  medic ine,  and sc ience.
·Cr i t ica l  Think ing :  Analys ing  and interpret ing  l i terary  texts ,  foster ing  reasoning  and evaluat ive  sk i l ls .
·Cultural  Awareness :  Gain ing  ins ights  into  Roman society ,  pol i t ics ,  mythology,  and dai ly  l i fe ,  broadening
histor ical  and cultural  understanding.
·Close  Reading:  Developing  the  abi l i ty  to  engage deeply  with  texts ,  interpret ing  meanings  and
ident i fy ing  nuances .
·Comparat ive  Analys is :  L ink ing  Lat in  texts  and Roman culture  to  modern languages ,  h istory ,  and
l i terature .
·Histor ical  Understanding:  Learning  about  the  Roman Empire ’s  inf luence on Western  c iv i l i sat ion,
connect ing  past  and present .
·L i terary  Appreciat ion:  Explor ing  themes,  sty l ist ic  devices ,  and rhetor ical  techniques  in  Lat in  l i terature .
·Res i l ience and Perseverance:  Grappl ing  with  the  chal lenges  of  a  complex  language,  bui ld ing  d isc ipl ine
and problem-solv ing  conf idence.

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

·Law:  Many legal  terms have Lat in  roots ,  and studying  Lat in  demonstrates  strong analyt ical  and
l inguist ic  sk i l ls .
·Medic ine  and Science:  Lat in  forms the  bas is  of  much medical  and sc ient i f ic  terminology,  useful  for
careers  in  healthcare ,  b io logy,  and research.
·History  and Archaeology:  Lat in  knowledge is  invaluable  for  interpret ing  ancient  texts ,  inscr ipt ions ,  and
artefacts .
·Educat ion:  Teaching  Lat in ,  C lass ics ,  or  re lated subjects  in  schools  or  univers i t ies .
·Translat ion  and L inguist ics :  Profess ional  t ranslat ion  of  ancient  texts  or  l inguist ic  research.
·Publ ish ing  and Edit ing :  Roles  involv ing  edit ing  or  publ ish ing  h istor ical  or  l i terary  texts  often benef i t
from Lat in  expert ise .
·Pol i t ics  and Diplomacy:  Studying  Lat in  develops  cr i t ica l  th ink ing  and persuas ive  communicat ion,  which
are  v i ta l  in  pol i t ics  and internat ional  re lat ions .
·L ibrary  and Museum Work :  Understanding  Lat in  can be  crucia l  for  curators  or  l ibrar ians  work ing  with
class ical  texts  and artefacts .
·Wr it ing  and Journal ism:  A  background in  Lat in  improves  understanding  of  etymology and l i terary
devices ,  enr iching  wr i t ing  and edit ing  sk i l ls .
·Technology:  Careers  in  coding  and computat ional  l inguist ics ,  where  understanding  language structure
and log ic  is  benef ic ia l .

Degrees :

·Class ics .
·Languages  and L inguist ics :  Bui ld ing  a  foundat ion for  studying  other  languages  or  l inguist ics .
·History  and L i terature :  Enr iching  h istor ical  and l i terary  studies  at  advanced levels .
·Phi losophy and Theology:  Lat in  opens  up pr imary  sources  in  phi losophical  and theological  studies .
·Law and Pol i t ics :  Prepar ing  for  law degrees  or  pol i t ica l  sc ience with  a  strong foundat ion in  analyt ical
th ink ing  and rhetor ic .
·STEM F ie lds :  Enhancing  understanding  of  sc ient i f ic  and medical  terminology.
·Cultural  Studies  and Art  History :  Provid ing  ins ights  into  Roman and Western  cultural  her i tage.

LATIN ( INVITE ONLY)

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-latin-0480/


Exam Board –  Cambridge Internat ional  GCSE Lat in  (Speci f icat ion here)   

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  L a t i n  a t  I G C S E ?

The Cambridge Lat in  IGCSE is  h ighly  benef ic ia l  for  students  as  i t  develops  cr i t ica l  th ink ing ,  problem-
solv ing ,  and analyt ical  sk i l ls  through language learning  and translat ion.  By  studying  Lat in ,  students  ga in
a  deeper  understanding  of  the  roots  of  Engl ish  vocabulary  and grammar,  improving  their  l inguist ic
prof ic iency.  
The course  a lso  introduces  students  to  Roman culture ,  l i terature ,  and h istory ,  enr iching  their
appreciat ion  of  c lass ical  c iv i l i sat ion  and i ts  inf luence on the  modern world .  Furthermore,  the  r igorous
nature  of  Lat in  enhances  cognit ive  abi l i t ies ,  attent ion to  deta i l ,  and d isc ipl ine ,  which are  valuable
across  academic  and profess ional  f ie lds .  This  makes  the  Cambridge Lat in  IGCSE an excel lent  foundat ion
for  future  studies .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

The Cambridge IGCSE Lat in  sy l labus  places  equal  emphasis  on  the  study of  the  Lat in  language and the
study of  Lat in  prose  and verse  l i terature  in  i ts  socia l  and h istor ical  context .  There  is  no  prescr ibed
course  content  for  th is  course .  However ,  here  at  WIS  we are  fo l lowing  the  Cambridge Lat in  Course,
Books  I  and I I ,  which  wi l l  teach the  students  a l l  the  Language needed to  complete  the  GCSE.  

For  verse  and prose,  we wi l l  study the  fo l lowing  prescr ibed texts :

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Al l  candidates  take  two components  -  candidates  wi l l  be  e l ig ib le  for  grades  A*  to  G.

LATIN ( INVITE ONLY)

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-latin-0480/


MEDIA STUDIES

Exam Board –  AQA GCSE Media  Studies  -  (Speci f icat ion here)   

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  M e d i a  S t u d i e s ?

Media  is  a  contemporary  and interact ive  subject  that  encourages  students  to  develop their  creat ive ,
analyt ical ,  research,  and communicat ion sk i l ls  through explor ing  a  range of  media  forms and
perspect ives .  GCSE Media  Studies  engages  students  in  the  in-depth study of  media  products  in  re lat ion
to  the  four  areas  of  the  theoret ical  f ramework :

Media  Language
Media  Representat ion
Media  Industr ies
Media  Audiences

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Students  are  required to  study media  products  f rom al l  of  the  fo l lowing  forms:
Televis ion
Fi lm
Radio
Newspapers/  magaz ines
Advert is ing  and market ing
Onl ine ,  socia l  and part ic ipatory  media
Video games
Music  v ideo

The content  studied upholds  Western  values ,  which deal  with  contemporary  issues .  This  speci f icat ion
requires  students  to  c losely  analyse  and compare  media  products  in  re lat ion  to  re levant  key  socia l ,
cultural ,  h istor ical  and pol i t ica l  contexts  with in  the  UK.

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Exams 
2  -  Wr itten exam:  1  hour  30 minutes  –  Al l  CSPs  studied.  
84  marks
70% of  GCSE

Non-Exam Assessment
A choice  of  one of  f ive  annual ly  changing  br iefs ,  set  by  AQA.
60 marks
30% of  GCSE
Assessed by  teachers
Moderated by  AQA

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Students  are  to  develop their  creat ive ,  analyt ical ,  research,  and communicat ion sk i l ls  through explor ing
a  range of  media  forms and perspect ives .  In  addit ion,  students  develop their  pract ical  sk i l ls  in  re lat ion
to  a  Media  product  through the  Adobe Creat ive  Suite .

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Advert is ing  
Market ing  and Communicat ion  
F i lm Product ion/  theory
Copywriter
Editor
Socia l  Media  Manager
Journal ist
Broadcaster  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/gcse/media-studies-8572


Exam Board –  Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE French -  (Speci f icat ion here)   

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  F r e n c h ?

"A  d i f ferent  language is  a  d i f ferent  v is ion  of  l i fe . "  
Studying  French wi l l  help  students  develop the  abi l i ty  to  communicate  effect ively  in  the  language for
everyday purposes ,  whi lst  a lso  developing  their  cultural  understanding  of  France and Francophone
countr ies .  Students  wi l l  a lso  develop the  sk i l l  of  analys is  of  language and syntax .  The  course  is  des igned
to promote excel lent  achievement  with in  the  four  sk i l l  areas  of  L istening ,  Reading,  Wr it ing  and
Speaking .  I t  provides  an  excel lent  sk i l ls  base  for  future  language studies .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Students  cover  5  themes throughout  the  IGCSE course  and there  are  var ious  subtopics  with in  each
theme.

Home and Abroad:
L i fe  in  the  town and rural  l i fe
Hol idays
Serv ices
Customs
Everyday l i fe  and tradit ions

Educat ion and Employment :
School  l i fe  and rout ine
School  ru les  and pressures
School  t r ips  and exchanges  
Work  and volunteer ing
Future  plans

Personal  L i fe  and Relat ionships :
House and home
Dai ly  rout ine
Role  models
Relat ionships
Chi ldhood

The World  Around Us:
Environmental  i ssues
Travel  and transport
Weather  and c l imate
The media
Informat ion and communicat ion technology

Socia l  Act iv i t ies ,  F i tness  and Health :
Specia l  occas ions
Hobbies ,  interests ,  sport  and exerc ise
Shopping
Health  issues
Food and dr ink  

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES -  FRENCH

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-french-2017.html


Exam Board –  Edexcel  IGCSE French -  (Speci f icat ion here)   

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Students  wi l l  be  formal ly  assessed through a  L istening ,  Reading  and Writ ing  examinat ion at  the  end of
Year  11 .  They wi l l  a lso  complete  a  speak ing  exam in  Apr i l  of  Year  11 .  Students  wi l l  a lso  be  assessed
throughout  the  two years  with  a  ser ies  of  mock  exams and pract ice  papers .   

Paper  1  (L istening) ,  40 minutes ,  25% of  overal l  grade
Paper  2  (Reading  and Writ ing) ,  1  hour  45  minutes ,  50% of  overal l  grade
Paper  3  (Speak ing) ,  8-10 minutes ,  25% of  overal l  grade

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

The IGCSE course  bui lds  on the  sk i l ls  and language which have been covered in  Key  Stage  3 .  At  GCSE,
students  wi l l  develop their  understanding  and use  of  wr i tten  and spoken forms of  French,  in  a  range of
fami l iar  and pract ical  contexts ,  and for  a  var iety  of  purposes .  Students  wi l l  a lso  develop a  knowledge
and understanding  of  both  French grammar  and i ts  pract ical  appl icat ion,  as  wel l  as  Francophone
countr ies  and communit ies  where  French is  spoken.  Students  wi l l  develop cultural  understanding  and
posit ive  att i tudes  towards  modern fore ign  language learning .

What  careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

The study of  a  language is  a  valuable  sk i l l  which  complements  careers  in  a l l  sectors .  The  study of  a
language at  Univers i ty  is  an  exc it ing  opportunity  which g ives  students  the  chance to  explore  language
through l inguist ics ,  the  Arts ,  L i terature  and History .  

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES -  FRENCH
(CONT. )

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/French/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/International-GCSE-French-Specification.pdf


Exam Board –  Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE German -  (Speci f icat ion here)   

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  G e r m a n ?

"A  d i f ferent  language is  a  d i f ferent  v is ion  of  l i fe . "  
Studying  German wi l l  help  students  develop the  abi l i ty  to  communicate  effect ively  in  the  language for
everyday purposes ,  whi lst  a lso  developing  their  cultural  understanding  of  Germany and German-
speaking  countr ies .  Students  wi l l  a lso  develop the  sk i l l  of  analys is  of  language and syntax .  The  course  is
des igned to  promote excel lent  achievement  with in  the  four  sk i l l  areas  of  L istening ,  Reading,  Wr it ing  and
Speaking .  I t  provides  an  excel lent  sk i l ls  base  for  future  language studies .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Students  cover  5  themes throughout  the  IGCSE course,  and there  are  var ious  subtopics  with in  each
theme.

Home and Abroad:
L i fe  in  the  town and rural  l i fe
Hol idays
Serv ices
Customs
Everyday l i fe  and tradit ions

Educat ion and Employment :
School  l i fe  and rout ine
School  ru les  and pressures
School  t r ips  and exchanges  
Work  and volunteer ing
Future  plans

Personal  L i fe  and Relat ionships :
House and home
Dai ly  rout ine
Role  models
Relat ionships
Chi ldhood

The World  Around Us:
Environmental  i ssues
Travel  and transport
Weather  and c l imate
The media
Informat ion and communicat ion technology

Socia l  Act iv i t ies ,  F i tness  and Health :
Specia l  occas ions
Hobbies ,  interests ,  sport  and exerc ise
Shopping
Health  issues
Food and dr ink  

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES -  GERMAN

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/German/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/International-GCSE-German-Specification.pdf


Exam Board –  Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE German -  (Speci f icat ion here)   

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Students  wi l l  be  formal ly  assessed through a  L istening ,  Reading  and Writ ing  examinat ion at  the  end of
Year  11 .  They wi l l  a lso  complete  a  speak ing  exam in  Apr i l  of  Year  11 .  Students  wi l l  a lso  be  assessed
throughout  the  two years  with  a  ser ies  of  mock  exams and pract ice  papers .   

Paper  1  (L istening) ,  40 minutes ,  25% of  overal l  grade
Paper  2  (Reading  and Writ ing) ,  1  hour  45  minutes ,  50% of  overal l  grade
Paper  3  (Speak ing) ,  8-10 minutes ,  25% of  overal l  grade

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

The IGCSE course  bui lds  on the  sk i l ls  and language which have been covered in  Key  Stage  3 .  At  GCSE,
students  wi l l  develop their  understanding  and use  of  wr i tten  and spoken forms of  German,  in  a  range of
fami l iar  and pract ical  contexts ,  and for  a  var iety  of  purposes .  Students  wi l l  a lso  develop a  knowledge
and understanding  of  both  German grammar  and i ts  pract ical  appl icat ion,  as  wel l  as  countr ies  and
communit ies  where  German is  spoken.  Students  wi l l  develop cultural  understanding  and posit ive
att i tudes  towards  modern fore ign  language learning .

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

The study of  a  language is  a  valuable  sk i l l  which  complements  careers  in  a l l  sectors .  The  study of  a
language at  Univers i ty  is  an  exc it ing  opportunity  which g ives  students  the  chance to  explore  language
through l inguist ics ,  the  Arts ,  L i terature  and History .  

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES -  GERMAN
(CONT. )



Exam Board –  Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE Spanish   (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  S p a n i s h ?

"A  d i f ferent  language is  a  d i f ferent  v is ion  of  l i fe . "  
Studying  Spanish  wi l l  help  students  develop the  abi l i ty  to  communicate  effect ively  in  the  language for
everyday purposes ,  whi lst  a lso  developing  their  cultural  understanding  of  Spain  and Spanish-speak ing
countr ies .  Students  wi l l  a lso  develop the  sk i l l  of  analys is  of  language and syntax .  The  course  is  des igned
to promote excel lent  achievement  with in  the  four  sk i l l  areas  of  L istening ,  Reading,  Wr it ing  and
Speaking .  I t  provides  an  excel lent  sk i l ls  base  for  future  language studies .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

Students  cover  5  themes throughout  the  IGCSE course,  and there  are  var ious  subtopics  with in  each
theme.

Home and Abroad:
L i fe  in  the  town and rural  l i fe
Hol idays
Serv ices
Customs
Everyday l i fe  and tradit ions

Educat ion and Employment :
School  l i fe  and rout ine
School  ru les  and pressures
School  t r ips  and exchanges  
Work  and volunteer ing
Future  plans

Personal  L i fe  and Relat ionships :
House and home
Dai ly  rout ine
Role  models
Relat ionships
Chi ldhood

The World  Around Us:
Environmental  i ssues
Travel  and transport
Weather  and c l imate
The media
Informat ion and communicat ion technology

Socia l  Act iv i t ies ,  F i tness  and Health :
Specia l  occas ions
Hobbies ,  interests ,  sport  and exerc ise
Shopping
Health  issues
Food and dr ink  

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES -  SPANISH

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-spanish-2017.html


Exam Board –  Pearson Edexcel  IGCSE Spanish  -  (Speci f icat ion here)   

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Students  wi l l  be  formal ly  assessed through a  L istening ,  Reading  and Writ ing  examinat ion at  the  end of
Year  11 .  They wi l l  a lso  complete  a  speak ing  exam in  Apr i l  of  Year  11 .  Students  wi l l  a lso  be  assessed
throughout  the  two years  with  a  ser ies  of  mock  exams and pract ice  papers .   

Paper  1  (L istening) ,  40 minutes ,  25% of  overal l  grade
Paper  2  (Reading  and Writ ing) ,  1  hour  45  minutes ,  50% of  overal l  grade
Paper  3  (Speak ing) ,  8-10 minutes ,  25% of  overal l  grade

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

The IGCSE course  bui lds  on the  sk i l ls  and language which have been covered in  Key  Stage  3 .  At  GCSE,
students  wi l l  develop their  understanding  and use  of  wr i tten  and spoken forms of  Spanish,  in  a  range of
fami l iar  and pract ical  contexts ,  and for  a  var iety  of  purposes .  Students  wi l l  a lso  develop a  knowledge
and understanding  of  both  Spanish  grammar  and i ts  pract ical  appl icat ion,  as  wel l  as  countr ies  and
communit ies  where  Spanish  is  spoken.  Students  wi l l  develop cultural  understanding  and posit ive
att i tudes  towards  modern fore ign  language learning .

What  careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

The study of  a  language is  a  valuable  sk i l l  which  complements  careers  in  a l l  sectors .  The  study of  a
language at  Univers i ty  is  an  exc it ing  opportunity  which g ives  students  the  chance to  explore  language
through l inguist ics ,  the  Arts ,  L i terature  and History .  

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES -  SPANISH
(CONT. )

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-spanish-2017.html


Exam Board –   Pearson Edexcel  GCSE Music  (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  M u s i c ?

“Without  music ,  l i fe  would  be  a  mistake.”  -  Fr iedr ich  Wi lhelm Nietzsche.
Music  is  a  centra l  part  of  l i fe ;  a l l  of  us  hear  music  and are  impacted by  music  on a  da i ly  bas is .  Music  is
an  academic  subject  of  t remendous value  in  later  l i fe .  I t  i s  a  pract ical  subject  –  a  speci f ic  sk i l l  –  which
enables  young adults  to  stand out  f rom the  crowd.  As  wel l  as  developing  the  conf idence to  perform in
publ ic ,  the  abi l i ty  to  work  independently  on ideas  is  encouraged and developed.  Such tra i ts  are  centra l
to  success  at  univers i ty .  An open mind,  a  des ire  to  work  independently  and a  wi l l ingness  to  engage with
whole-school  musical  act iv i t ies  are  essent ia l  t ra i ts  for  success  in  th is  qual i f icat ion.
 
W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

The GCSE Music  course  is  broken down into  3  components .  Performing  (30%) ,  Composit ion  (30%)  and
Apprais ing  (40%) .  Throughout  the  course,  students  wi l l  cover  four  Areas  of  Study,  each conta in ing  two
Set  Works  which wi l l  be  studied throughout  Year  10 and 11 .  Musical  e lements ,  musical  contexts  and
musical  language in  a  var iety  of  sty les  and genres  are  a l l  studied through the  Set  Works .  The  course  is
bui l t  on  a  mixture  of  pract ical  and theoret ical  tasks .

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?  

Component  1 :  Performing  Music  
This  is  a  coursework  unit  and accounts  for  30% of  the  total  GCSE.  Pupi ls  perform a  solo  performance
and an ensemble  performance of  around the  ABRSM Grade 3  standard.  They wi l l  record two
performances:  one solo  and one ensemble  p iece  of  at  least  4  minutes  combined durat ion.  Any
instrument  or  voice  in  any  sty le  or  genre  is  permiss ible .  The  performances  wi l l  be  recorded dur ing  Year
11 ,  and they are  assessed internal ly  and moderated external ly .  

Component  2 :  Composing  Music  
This  is  a  coursework  unit  and accounts  for  30% of  the  total  GCSE.  Pupi ls  must  compose two
composit ions  –  one from a  br ief  set  by  the  exam board and one free-choice  composit ion.  The p ieces
must  total  at  least  3  minutes  and may be  wr i tten  in  any  musical  sty le .  The  composit ions  are  coursework
and wi l l  be  completed throughout  both  years .  They are  assessed internal ly  and moderated external ly
towards  the  end of  Year  11 .

Component  3 :  Apprais ing  Music  
This  unit  makes  up the  remaining  40% of  the  qual i f icat ion  and is  a  1-hour  45-minute  wr i tten  exam at  the
end of  the  course .  The exam wi l l  conta in  quest ions  re lat ing  to  each set  of  work  studied,  including :  AOS
1:  Instrumental  Music  1700 -  1820 -  AOS 2 :  Vocal  Music  -  AOS 3 :  Music  for  Stage  and Screen -  AOS 4 :
Fus ions  

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?  

Performance
Col laborat ion
Leadership  
Independent  learning  
Decis ion making  
Analys is
Research
Creat iv i ty
Flex ib i l i ty
Logical  th ink ing  
Cultural  awareness

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

Studio  /  Recording  Engineer ,  Performer ,  Composer
Conductor ,  Teacher ,  Lawyer…and any career  where  commitment ,  teamwork  and creat iv i ty  are  key
sk i l ls  -  Music  is  the  perfect  course  to  demonstrate  these  to  an  employer .     

MUSIC

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/music-2016.html


Exam Board –   Pearson Edexcel  Art  &  Design:  Photography (Speci f icat ion here)  

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  A r t  &  D e s i g n :  P h o t o g r a p h y ?

Studying  photography enhances  your  creat ive ,  socia l  and cultural  understanding,  whi le  developing  your
specia l ist  technical  knowledge around equipment ,  techniques  and sty le .
Photography may be  def ined as  the  creat ive  journey through the  process  of  lens-  and l ight-based
media .  This  could  include work  created us ing  f i lm,  v ideo,  d ig i ta l  imaging  or  l ight-sensit ive  mater ia ls .
With  the  developments  of  new affordable  lens-based technologies ,  students  should  attempt  to  use  the
photographic  mediums to  explore  and create  a  body of  work ,  which develops  and ref ines  both  the
process  and the  concept .  
Students  wi l l  a lso  understand that  Photography pract i t ioners  may work  on c l ient  commiss ions  with in  a
commercia l  photography studio  or  work  as  f reelance photographers .  They wi l l  need photo manipulat ion
and graphic  des ign  sk i l ls ,  and good communicat ion sk i l ls  in  order  to  l ia ise  with  c l ients  and to  promote
themselves  as  photographers .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

GCSE Photography a l lows students  a  degree  of  autonomy over  their  work .  Once g iven the  sk i l ls  and
tutor ing  throughout  Year  10,  students  can then make decis ions  about  the  d irect ion of  their  own work  in
Year  11  in  readiness  for  Component  2 ,  making  informed choices .  
Dur ing  the  f i rst  year  of  the  course,  students  wi l l  be  taught  theory  and sk i l ls  to  be  able  to  complete  their
portfol io  of  work  and external ly  set  tasks .  They wi l l  learn  about  the  rules  of  photography,  how to  use  an
SLR camera  and d i f ferent  sty les  of  photography,  to  name but  a  few.  P lease  note  that  students  are
required to  purchase  a  DSLR camera.

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

GCSE Photography fol lows the  Edexcel  sy l labus.  The course  is  set  into  two components  of  work ;
Component  One is  internal ly  set ,  and Component  Two is  set  by  the  exam board.  In  the  second term of
Year  11 ,  students  wi l l  start  their  external ly  set  ass ignment .  This  wi l l  conclude with  a  ten-hour  exam
where  students  wi l l  produce a  f inal  examinat ion p iece,  tak ing  2  days  off  the  t imetable  to  complete .

W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

Wide range of  art ist ic  and creat ive  sk i l ls
Al low you to  express  yoursel f  creat ively .
Put  emphasis  on  the  value  of  content ,  which helps  students  understand “qual i ty”  as  a  key  value.
Bui ld  problem-solv ing  sk i l ls .
Make us  th ink  and see  in  a  way that  everyday real i ty  cannot .
Boost  your  conf idence and sel f -esteem.
Boost  l i teracy  sk i l ls .
Help  you to  descr ibe  th ings  in  deta i l  and explore  the  use  of  words  to  better  descr ibe  th ings .
F lex  your  “bra in  muscle!”
Give  you a  sense  of  accompl ishment .
Give  you,  Cr i t ica l  th ink ing ,  Problem solv ing ,  Teamwork ,  Informed percept ion,  Tolerat ing  ambiguity ,
and Appreciat ing  d i f ferent  cultures .
Be a  creat ive  out let  f rom more academic  subjects ,  you may choose.

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?

I f  you wish  to  pursue an  educat ional  and profess ional  career  in  the  Creat ive  Arts  Industr ies ,  Art  and
Design  at  WIS  offers  the  IB  Diploma Programme in  V isual  Arts .  Some of  the  courses  and career
opportunit ies  our  students  have taken at  univers i ty  include:  Advert is ing  Art  Director ,  Animator ,
Architect ,  Art  Editor ,  Art  Exhib it ion  Organiser-  curator ,  Art  Therapist ,  CAD Draughts  person,
Cartographer ,  Cartoonist ,  Computer  Games Designer ,  Jeweler ,  Graphic  Designer ,  I l lustrator ,  Inter ior
Designer ,  Internet/  Web profess ional ,  Landscape Architect ,  Make-up Art ist ,  Medical  I l lustrator ,  Medical
Photographer ,  Model  Maker ,  Mult imedia  Designer ,  Gal lery  Curator ,  Photographer ,  Product  Designer ,
Ta i lor/dressmaker ,  Technical  I l lustrator .

PHOTOGRAPHY

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.html


Exam board -  Pearson Edexcel  GCSE Physical  Educat ion (Ful l  Course)  (Speci f icat ion here)  (Pract ical
Speci f icat ion)

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  G C S E  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  ( P E ) ?

Pearson Edexcel  GCSE Physical  Educat ion (PE)  Ful l  Course  offers  students  a  comprehensive
understanding  of  phys ical  act iv i ty  and i ts  impact  on health ,  f i tness ,  and performance.  By  combining
theory  with  pract ical  appl icat ion,  students  explore  topics  such as  anatomy and physiology,  sports
psychology,  and socio-cultural  inf luences  in  sport .  Th is  balance of  phys ical  sk i l l  development  and
academic  study equips  students  with  cr i t ica l  th ink ing  and analyt ical  sk i l ls  whi le  encouraging  a  healthy,
act ive  l i festy le .  I t  a lso  provides  a  foundat ion for  further  studies  in  sports  sc ience,  phys iotherapy,  or
coaching.
Beyond academic  and physical  benef i ts ,  GCSE PE fosters  teamwork ,  communicat ion,  and leadership
sk i l ls  through col laborat ive  act iv i t ies  and compet it ive  sport .  I t ’s  an  excel lent  choice  for  students
pass ionate  about  sport  or  those  seek ing  a  versat i le  qual i f icat ion  that  opens  doors  to  careers  in  health ,
f i tness ,  and sports-re lated f ie lds .  Moreover ,  the  course  encourages  l i fe long engagement  in  phys ical
act iv i ty ,  promoting  physical  and mental  wel l -being .
The Edexcel  GCSE Physical  Educat ion (PE)  Ful l  Course  consists  of  two key  components :  theoret ical
knowledge and pract ical  performance.  Each component  contr ibutes  s igni f icant ly  to  the  f inal  grade and
provides  students  with  a  b lend of  academic  and pract ical  sk i l ls .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

1 .  Theoret ical  Component  (60% of  the  total  grade) :
F i tness  and Body Systems (36%) :
 This  sect ion includes  topics  l ike  anatomy and physiology,  movement  analys is ,  phys ical  t ra in ing ,  and
the use  of  data .  I t  explores  how the  body funct ions  dur ing  phys ical  act iv i ty  and how to  improve
performance through tra in ing  and recovery .
Health  and Performance (24%) :
 This  sect ion covers  health ,  f i tness ,  and wel l -being ,  sports  psychology,  socio-cultural  inf luences ,  and
the role  of  technology in  sport .  I t  helps  students  understand the  wider  impact  of  sport  on  society
and indiv idual  behaviour .

2 .  Pract ical  Component  (30% of  the  total  grade) :
Students  are  assessed in  three  physical  act iv i t ies :

One team act iv i ty  (e .g . ,  footbal l ,  basketbal l ) .
One indiv idual  act iv i ty  (e .g . ,  swimming,  athlet ics) .
One act iv i ty  f rom e ither  category .

Pract ical  performance includes  the  appl icat ion of  sk i l ls ,  techniques,  and tact ics  in  compet it ive
scenar ios .
Students  a lso  complete  a  Personal  Exerc ise  Programme (PEP) ,  demonstrat ing  their  abi l i ty  to  plan,
execute ,  and evaluate  a  tra in ing  program a imed at  improving  performance.

3 .  Coursework  Component  (10% of  the  total  grade) :
Students  complete  a  Personal  Exerc ise  Programme (PEP)  where  they are  required to  plan,  analyse
and evaluate  the  effect iveness  of  a  6-8  week  tra in ing  programme that  a ims to  opt imise  performance
in  a  chosen sport ing  act iv i ty .

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

1 . Two Written Exams (60%) :
Paper  1 :  F i tness  and Body Systems (90 minutes)
Paper  2 :  Health  and Performance (60 minutes)
 These  exams include mult ip le-choice ,  short-answer ,  and extended-answer  quest ions  to  assess
theoret ical  knowledge and understanding.

2 . Pract ical  Performance and Coursework  (40%) :
Performance is  assessed in  three  sport ing  act iv i t ies ,  scored out  of  35  marks  each.
The PEP coursework  is  marked out  of  20,  evaluat ing  planning,  analys is ,  and evaluat ion of  a
tra in ing  program.

This  b lend of  theoret ical  knowledge and pract ical  sk i l l  development  ensures  students  ga in  a  deep
understanding  of  phys ical  educat ion whi le  prepar ing  for  further  educat ion or  careers  in  sport ,  f i tness ,
or  health-re lated f ie lds .

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qaDlqDAafgWHuFEpgkI13LuqwVPWBxcS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qaDlqDAafgWHuFEpgkI13LuqwVPWBxcS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xZoUTj30Fn9W5gl05BkUkghGilPK-TSo/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xZoUTj30Fn9W5gl05BkUkghGilPK-TSo/view


Exam board -  Pearson Edexcel  GCSE Physical  Educat ion (Ful l  Course)  (Speci f icat ion here)  (Pract ical
Speci f icat ion)

W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  G C S E  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  ( P E ) ?

Pearson Edexcel  GCSE Physical  Educat ion (PE)  Ful l  Course  offers  students  a  comprehensive
understanding  of  phys ical  act iv i ty  and i ts  impact  on health ,  f i tness ,  and performance.  By  combining
theory  with  pract ical  appl icat ion,  students  explore  topics  such as  anatomy and physiology,  sports
psychology,  and socio-cultural  inf luences  in  sport .  Th is  balance of  phys ical  sk i l l  development  and
academic  study equips  students  with  cr i t ica l  th ink ing  and analyt ical  sk i l ls  whi le  encouraging  a  healthy,
act ive  l i festy le .  I t  a lso  provides  a  foundat ion for  further  studies  in  sports  sc ience,  phys iotherapy,  or
coaching.
Beyond academic  and physical  benef i ts ,  GCSE PE fosters  teamwork ,  communicat ion,  and leadership
sk i l ls  through col laborat ive  act iv i t ies  and compet it ive  sport .  I t ’s  an  excel lent  choice  for  students
pass ionate  about  sport  or  those  seek ing  a  versat i le  qual i f icat ion  that  opens  doors  to  careers  in  health ,
f i tness ,  and sports-re lated f ie lds .  Moreover ,  the  course  encourages  l i fe long engagement  in  phys ical
act iv i ty ,  promoting  physical  and mental  wel l -being .
The Edexcel  GCSE Physical  Educat ion (PE)  Ful l  Course  consists  of  two key  components :  theoret ical
knowledge and pract ical  performance.  Each component  contr ibutes  s igni f icant ly  to  the  f inal  grade and
provides  students  with  a  b lend of  academic  and pract ical  sk i l ls .

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ?

1 .  Theoret ical  Component  (60% of  the  total  grade) :
F i tness  and Body Systems (36%) :
 This  sect ion includes  topics  l ike  anatomy and physiology,  movement  analys is ,  phys ical  t ra in ing ,  and
the use  of  data .  I t  explores  how the  body funct ions  dur ing  phys ical  act iv i ty  and how to  improve
performance through tra in ing  and recovery .
Health  and Performance (24%) :
 This  sect ion covers  health ,  f i tness ,  and wel l -being ,  sports  psychology,  socio-cultural  inf luences ,  and
the role  of  technology in  sport .  I t  helps  students  understand the  wider  impact  of  sport  on  society
and indiv idual  behaviour .

2 .  Pract ical  Component  (30% of  the  total  grade) :
Students  are  assessed in  three  physical  act iv i t ies :

One team act iv i ty  (e .g . ,  footbal l ,  basketbal l ) .
One indiv idual  act iv i ty  (e .g . ,  swimming,  athlet ics) .
One act iv i ty  f rom e ither  category .

Pract ical  performance includes  the  appl icat ion of  sk i l ls ,  techniques,  and tact ics  in  compet it ive
scenar ios .
Students  a lso  complete  a  Personal  Exerc ise  Programme (PEP) ,  demonstrat ing  their  abi l i ty  to  plan,
execute ,  and evaluate  a  tra in ing  program a imed at  improving  performance.

3 .  Coursework  Component  (10% of  the  total  grade) :
Students  complete  a  Personal  Exerc ise  Programme (PEP)  where  they are  required to  plan,  analyse
and evaluate  the  effect iveness  of  a  6-8  week  tra in ing  programme that  a ims to  opt imise  performance
in  a  chosen sport ing  act iv i ty .

H o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

1 . Two Written Exams (60%) :
Paper  1 :  F i tness  and Body Systems (90 minutes)
Paper  2 :  Health  and Performance (60 minutes)
 These  exams include mult ip le-choice ,  short-answer ,  and extended-answer  quest ions  to  assess
theoret ical  knowledge and understanding.

2 . Pract ical  Performance and Coursework  (40%) :
Performance is  assessed in  three  sport ing  act iv i t ies ,  scored out  of  35  marks  each.
The PEP coursework  is  marked out  of  20,  evaluat ing  planning,  analys is ,  and evaluat ion of  a
tra in ing  program.

This  b lend of  theoret ical  knowledge and pract ical  sk i l l  development  ensures  students  ga in  a  deep
understanding  of  phys ical  educat ion whi le  prepar ing  for  further  educat ion or  careers  in  sport ,  f i tness ,
or  health-re lated f ie lds .
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W h y  s h o u l d  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  P s y c h o l o g y ?

“Studying  Psychology is  fun  because you're  a lways  look ing  for  the  same th ings  I  th ink  a  wr i ter  should  be
looking  for ,  which is  the  story  behind the  story .
Studying  Psychology wi l l  help  students  develop the  abi l i ty  of  understanding  human behaviour  and the
complex it ies  f rom a  range of  d i f ferent  perspect ives .  By  analys ing  theoret ical  perspect ives  and
psychological  concepts ,  students  wi l l  be  experts  in  provid ing  log ical  reasoning  behind a  range of  human
behaviours  such as  memory,  socia l  inf luences ,  cr iminal  behaviour  and chi ld  development .  Being  able  to
think  cr i t ica l ly  and to  combine deep understanding  with  personal  engagement  wi l l  a l low students  to
gain  a  fu l l ,  comprehensive  idea  of  how we humans d i f fer .  The  course  is  des igned to  bui ld  future  leaders
by gather ing  an  understanding  of  how and why human behaviour  occurs ,  but  a lso  by  being  able  to  apply
theoret ical  concepts  and study explanat ions  of  behaviour .  Students  have access  to  a  wide  select ion of
learning  methods and sk i l l  developments  through present ing ,  creat ing ,  independence,  teamwork  and
more.   

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o u r s e  c o n t e n t ,  a n d  h o w  a r e  s t u d e n t s  a s s e s s e d ?

Paper  1
Written examinat ion:  1  hour  and 45  minutes
55% of  the  qual i f icat ion
98 marks

Content  Overview
These topics  are  in  Sect ion A  of  the  content .  This  paper  may a lso  draw on knowledge and
understanding  of  invest igat ions  from Sect ion C.

Topic  1 :  Development  –  How did  you develop?
Topic  2 :  Memory –  How does  your  memory work?
Topic  3 :  Psychological  problems –  How would  psychological  problems affect  you?
Topic  4 :  The  bra in  and neuropsychology –  How does  your  bra in  affect  you?
Topic  5 :  Socia l  inf luence –  How do others  affect  you?

Assessment  Overview
This  is  a  wr i tten  examinat ion in  which a l l  quest ions  must  be  answered.  The paper  consists  of  s ix
sect ions .  The f i rst  f ive  sect ions  each cover  one of  the  topics  l i sted above.  These  sect ions  wi l l  inc lude
mult ip le-choice ,  short-open and open-response quest ions .
The s ixth  sect ion wi l l  conta in  two extended open-response quest ions .  These  quest ions  wi l l  focus  on
debates  with in  psychology and the  interre lat ionships  between the  core  areas  of  psychology.

Students  wi l l  be  formal ly  assessed through two examinat ions  at  the  end of  their  second year .  Students
wi l l  a lso  be  assessed throughout  the  two years  with  a  ser ies  of  end-of-unit  assessments ,  mock  exams
and pract ice  papers .   

Paper  2  
Wr itten examinat ion:  1  hour  and 20 minutes
45% of  the  qual i f icat ion
79 marks

Content  Overview
Topics  6  to  10 are  opt ional ;  students  must  study two of  them.  Topic  11  is  compulsory .

Topic  6 :  Cr iminal  psychology –  Why do people  become cr iminals?
Topic  7 :  The  sel f  –  What  makes  you who you are?
Topic  8 :  Percept ion –  How do you interpret  the  world  around you?
Topic  9 :  S leep and dreaming –  Why do you need to  s leep and dream?
Topic  10:  Language,  thought  and communicat ion –  How do you communicate  with  others?
Topic  11 :  Research methods –  How do you carry  out  psychological  research?
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W h a t  s k i l l s  w i l l  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p ?

The courses  bui ld  on the  sk i l ls  which have been embedded in  Key  Stage  3  in  a  cont inuum of  learning .
Students  are  encouraged to  respond to  scenar io-based quest ions  in  order  to  bui ld  their  appl icat ion
sk i l ls  and understand behaviours  in  a  real - l i fe  context .  They are  g iven opportunit ies  to  showcase a
number  of  sk i l ls  as  wel l  as  develop their  own through methods of  personal ised learning .  

W h a t  c a r e e r s / d e g r e e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u d e n t s ?   

The Psychology course  provides  an  outstanding  route  into  a  range of  degrees  and careers ,  as  the
understanding  and management  of  human behaviours  is  l imit less ,  with  career  choices .  From Medic ine,
Psychology,  Bus iness  management ,  sports  and Law,  a l l  degree  opportunit ies  are  re levant  with  access  to
studying  Psychology.  

PSYCHOLOGY (CONT. )
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