
KS4 CURRICULUM INFORMATION
BOOKLET 2022-2024

"YOUR FUTURE ,  YOUR CHOICE""YOUR FUTURE ,  YOUR CHOICE""YOUR FUTURE ,  YOUR CHOICE"



Letter from Mr A Jenkins.............................................................................................................................................................................
Letter from Mr J Rostron..............................................................................................................................................................................
Meet the Team...............................................................................................................................................................................................
The Key Stage 4 Curriculum .......................................................................................................................................................................
Frequently Asked Questions.......................................................................................................................................................................
UAE Equivalency.............................................................................................................................................................................................
Introduction to GCSE & IGCSE....................................................................................................................................................................
Introduction to BTEC Level 2 Qualifications............................................................................................................................................
Tips for making good choices/ Careers Information.............................................................................................................................
Key Stage 4 Examination Fees....................................................................................................................................................................
Student Leaders 2021-2022........................................................................................................................................................................
Progression beyond Key Stage 4............................................................................................................................................................... 

Core Subjects
English Language & Literature....................................................................................................................................................................
Mathematics....................................................................................................................................................................................................
Science..............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Option Subjects
Additional Studies..........................................................................................................................................................................................
Arabic O Level/ First Language...................................................................................................................................................................
Arabic as a second language.......................................................................................................................................................................
Art & Design.....................................................................................................................................................................................................
Astronomy........................................................................................................................................................................................................
BTEC Business.................................................................................................................................................................................................
BTEC Creative Media Production...............................................................................................................................................................
BTEC Travel & Tourism.................................................................................................................................................................................
Business Studies.............................................................................................................................................................................................
Computer Science..........................................................................................................................................................................................
Dance................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Design & Technology.....................................................................................................................................................................................
Drama................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Economics........................................................................................................................................................................................................
Food Preparation & Nutrition.....................................................................................................................................................................
Geography.......................................................................................................................................................................................................
History...............................................................................................................................................................................................................
Information & Communication Technology (ICT)...................................................................................................................................
Media Studies..................................................................................................................................................................................................
Modern Foreign Languages (French)........................................................................................................................................................
Modern Foreign Languages (German)......................................................................................................................................................
Modern Foreign Languages (Spanish).......................................................................................................................................................
Music.................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Physical Education.........................................................................................................................................................................................
Photography (Art & Design).........................................................................................................................................................................
Psychology........................................................................................................................................................................................................
GCSE Results 2021.........................................................................................................................................................................................

CONTENTSTABLE OF CONTENTS



Dear Students & Parents,

Key Stage 4 – Year 10 & 11 at GEMS Wellington International School (2022 – 2024)

Our aim at GEMS Wellington International School is to provide each and every one
of our students with a broad and balanced KS4 curriculum that is tailored to their
individual needs and contains a range of possibilities and opportunities for their
education Post-16.

 The Key Stage 4 qualifications and the way they are taught, are designed to best
prepare your child for their future.  We hope therefore that you and your child will
find our Key Stage 4 courses meet your needs and ambitions for the future.

 The purpose of this booklet is to give you all the information you need about the
exciting range of courses you could study in Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4) at
GEMS Wellington International School. We hope you will find it not only interesting
but a useful reference tool throughout the  two years of Key Stage 4.It will show
you at a glance the various subjects on offer, the areas of study and key skills in
need of development for each; and how each course is structured and assessed.
Some subjects are of course compulsory.

The programme we have developed to assist you in choosing subject options,
including this booklet and our Key Stage 4 Options Evening on 24th November, will
answer many of your questions about this important stage in your life. If however
you still have queries or wish to have further information, then do not hesitate to
contact the Curriculum Leader for the subject or Mr James Rostron (Senior Deputy
Headteacher – Curriculum & Assessment).

On behalf of all the staff at GEMS Wellington International School, I would like to
wish you every success as you embark on this new and exciting phase of your
educational journey.

Kind Regards

Mr Andrew Jenkins
Principal Upper & Middle School: Outcomes & Standards 

 

Andrew Jenkins
Principal, Middle & Upper School: Outcomes & Standards



Dear  S tudents  &  Parents ,

I  am p leased to  in t roduce  you to  th is  year ’ s  Key  S tage  4  curr i cu lum
book let ,  wh ich  out l ines  deta i l s  o f  the  courses  that  w i l l  be  o f fered  to  Year
10 s tudents  next  academic  year .  I t  w i l l  he lp  in form the  cho ices  that
s tudents  make .

Th is  i s  a  very  important  t ime for  Year  9  s tudents  because  you w i l l  be
mak ing  cho ices  wh ich  w i l l  a f fec t  not  on ly  what  you s tudy  in  the  future  but
a lso  your  long- term career  prospects .  Accord ing ly ,  you  need to  th ink  very
care fu l l y  about  the  courses  wh ich  are  on  o f fer  before  mak ing  dec is ions .
Th is  w i l l  ensure  that  what  you s tudy  over  the  next  two years  su i ts  your
needs  and asp i ra t ions .

We are  aware  that ,  for  some of  you ,  i t  can  be  hard  to  make  your  cho ice  o f
sub jects .  We suggest  that  you read th is  book le t  thorough ly ,  and ta lk  to  as
many  o f  your  teachers  as  poss ib le ,  as  we l l  as  your  parents  and other
adu l ts  in  your  fami l y ,  about  your  in tended cho ices .  You can  a lso  ta lk  to
o lder  s tudents  a t  schoo l .  When mak ing  your  cho ices ,  th ink  about  where
study ing  those  sub jects  can  lead  to  in  terms o f  courses  in  our  S ix th  Form,
in  H igher  Educat ion ,  and a lso  in  the  wor ld  o f  work ,  as  we l l  as  your
apt i tude  and in terest  in  those  sub jects .

GEMS Wel l ington In ternat iona l  Schoo l  i s  proud of  i t s  record  o f  prov id ing
a  broad and ever -growing  range  o f  Key  S tage  4  courses .  These  courses
and qua l i f i ca t ions  insp i re  s tudents  to  broaden the i r  hor izons  as  we l l  as
ach ieve  examinat ion  success  and progress ion  to  Post -16  Educat ion ,  and
then H igher  Educat ion  and employment .  We know that  we can  add va lue
to  s tudents ’  per formance and therefore  a  gu ided process  o f  sub ject
combinat ion  i s  honed and persona l i sed  for  each  s tudent .

We w i l l  be  work ing  c lose ly  w i th  s tudents  and parents  in  order  to  arr i ve  a t
the  best  poss ib le  persona l i sed  programmes o f  s tudy  for  every  s tudent .
We hope that  a l l  s tudents  are  ab le  to  f ind  a  su i tab le  combinat ion  o f
sub jects  and that  the i r  Key  S tage  4  s tud ies  w i l l  engage  and mot ivate
them,  in  order  to  a l low them to  ach ieve  the  h ighest  poss ib le  success  in
the  future .

K ind  regards ,

Mr .  James  Rostron
Sen ior  Deputy  Headteacher :  Curr i cu lum & Assessment

 

James Rostron
Senior Deputy Headteacher: Curriculum & Assessment



MEET THE TEAM

James Rostron
Senior Deputy Headteacher: Assessment & Curriculum

j.rostron_wis@gemsedu.com

Rebecca Kennedy 
Asst. Headteacher: Personalised Academic Support & Challenge

r.kennedy_wis@gemsedu.com

Oliver Thompson
Asst. Headteacher: Student Culture and Experience Key Stage 4

o.thompson_wis@gemsedu.com

Arjumand Rafiq
University & Careers Counsellor

a.rafiq_wis@gemsedu.com

Please feel free to email us at the above email addresses for any further
questions you may have about the KS4 options here at WIS.

Saira Irfan
Exams & Data Manager

s.irfan_wis@gemsedu.com

Nicola Harrison
Senior Leader: SENDCo

n.harrison_wis@gemsedu.com



 THE  KEY  STAGE 4  CURRICULUM

WHAT IS  THE KEY  STAGE 4
CURRICULUM?

GEMS Wel l ington In ternat iona l  Schoo l  i s  commit ted  to  the  prov is ion  o f  a  broad and ba lanced
curr icu lum to  meet  the  needs  o f  a l l  s tudents ,  a l lowing  them to  succeed dur ing  Key  S tage  4  and
beyond in to  Post -16  educat ion .  We are  commit ted ,  fur thermore ,  to  ensur ing  that  a l l  our  learners
acqu i re  and deve lop  the  necessary  sk i l l s ,  exper ience  and qua l i f i ca t ions  needed for  un ivers i t y  and
the  wor ld  o f  work .
As  in  prev ious  years ,  we  sha l l  be  o f fer ing  a  w ide  range  o f  GCSE ,  IGCSE sub jects  and BTEC Leve l  2
qua l i f i ca t ions  for  our  s tudents  in  Years  10  and 11 .

Eng l i sh  Language & Eng l i sh  L i terature  =  2  GCSE grades

Combined Sc ience  =  2  GCSE grades  or  Acce lerated  Tr ip le  Sc ience  ( inv ite  only)  =  3  GCSE grades

Mathemat ics  =  1  GCSE and Fur ther  Mathemat ics  ( inv ite  only)  =  1  GCSE

Core  PE  (non-GCSE ,  not  examined)

Core Subjects  ( These  are  sub jects  that  w i l l  be  taken by  ALL  s tudents )

This  leads to  5  GCSE grades for  a l l  students  and the possibi l i ty  of  up to  7  GCSE grades for  accelerated
Mathematics  and Science students .

Ministry  of  Education Subjects

Al l  s tudents  who are  Arab ic  passport  ho lders  must  cont inue  to  s tudy  the  MoE Arab ic  as  a  F i rs t
Language curr i cu lum out l ined by  the  Min is t ry  o f  Educat ion  in  Years  10  & 11 .  Arab ic  B  ( second
language)  s tudents  cont inue  w i th  the  MoE Arab ic  B  curr i cu lum unt i l  the  end o f  Year  10 .

A l l  Mus l im s tudents  cont inue  to  s tudy  the  I s lamic  S tud ies  curr i cu lum out l ined by  the
Min is t ry  o f  Educat ion  in  Years  10  & 11 .

S tudents  are  requ i red  to  se lec t  one  Modern  Fore ign  Language –  S tudents  must  choose  a
language f rom the  fo l lowing  opt ions ;  Arab ic  A  O-Leve l  or  IGCSE ,  Arab ic  B ,  F rench ,  Span ish ,
German,  Dua l  language (French/Span ish  by  inv i te  on ly ) .  Students  inv ited  to  Addit ional  Studies
do not  take a  language.  

Students  choose  three  opt ion  sub jects

Option Subjects

This  leads to  9  GCSE grades for  the majority  of  students  and the possibi l i ty  of  up to  11  GCSE grades
for  accelerated Mathematics  and Science students .



FREQUENTLY  ASKED QUEST IONS



Q .  How many subjects  do  I  have  to  choose?
A .  A l l  s tudents  have  to  choose  four  sub jects ,  one  o f  these  must  be  a  language .  

Q .  What is  a  BTEC subject  and what  is  the  main  d i f ference  between that  and a  GCSE?
A .  A  BTEC i s  a  sub ject  that  i s  par t l y  assessed us ing  coursework .  Typ ica l l y ,  i t  su i ts  s tudents  who
per form bet ter  in  c lasswork  than in  examinat ions ,  prov id ing  they  work  to  complete  a l l  the  tasks
set .  Most  GCSEs  are  examined at  the  end o f  the  course .  For  fur ther  in format ion ,  p lease  c l i ck  on
th is  l ink .

Q .  I f  I  do  BTEC subjects ,  can I  st i l l  get  into  the  S ixth  Form at  GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional
School?  
A .  Yes ,  s tudents  can  progress  onto  a  range  o f  pathways  ava i lab le  in  our  IB  Programmes o f  s tudy .

Q .  Can I  do  a  mixture  of  BTEC and ( I )GCSE subjects?
A .  Yes ,  s tudents  can  s tudy  both  BTEC and ( I )GCSE sub jects .

Q .  What is  the  d i f ference  between a  GCSE and IGCSE subject?
A .  IGCSE qua l i f i ca t ions  are  dev ised  for  schoo ls  w i th  an  in ternat iona l  communi ty  o f  s tudents ,  the
content  and examples  used in  IGCSE qua l i f i ca t ions  are  genera l l y  more  su i ted  to  in ternat iona l
s tudents .  GCSE qua l i f i ca t ions  are  more  UK-centr i c ,  w i th  content  and examples  focused on the  UK.

Q .  Which exam boards  do  you fo l low at  GEMS Wel l ington Internat ional  School?
A .  We fo l low a  range  o f  exam boards  depending  on  the  sub ject ,  these  inc lude Pearson Edexce l ,
AQA and Cambr idge  (C IE ) .

Q .  Do I  have  to  take a  language?
A .  Yes ,  most  s tudents  w i l l  be  expected to  s tudy  a  language as  language qua l i f i ca t ions  are
increas ing ly  important  in  today ’ s  g loba l  communi ty .  They  are  a lso  va lued by  un ivers i t ies  and
employers .  The  inc lus ion  team wi l l  inv i te  a  smal l  number  o f  s tudents  to  take  Add i t iona l  S tud ies
instead o f  a  language .

Q .  Wil l  I  get  a l l  of  my f i rst  choices?
A .  The  sub ject  combinat ions  that  we are  ab le  to  o f fer  are  based upon our  own research  and our
exper ience  o f  the  sub ject  combinat ions  wh ich  Wel l ington In ternat iona l  Schoo l  s tudents
t rad i t iona l l y  choose .  A l though f lex ib i l i t y  i s  a  pr ior i t y ,  i t  i s  important  to  note  that  not  a l l
combinat ions  o f  sub jects  are  poss ib le .  Though every  a t tempt  w i l l  be  made to  o f fer  the  courses
shown,  the  schoo l  reserves  the  r ight  to  l im i t  p laces  i f  demand i s  too  h igh  or  c lose  courses  i f
numbers  are  too  low.  

Q .  When do I  f ind  out  which  subjects  I  have  been g iven from my choices?
A .  You  w i l l  f ind  out  wh ich  sub jects  you have  been a l located  in  Term 3 .   I f  we  have  any  worr ies  or
concerns  about  the  sub jects  you have  chosen ,  we  w i l l  contact  your  parents  between January  and
Apr i l  to  d iscuss  i t  w i th  them and w i th  you .

Q .  I f  I  s tart  a  subject  and later  real ise  that  I  have  made a  mistake,  what  can I  do?
A .  Th is  happens  to  some s tudents  every  year .  There  are  on ly  four  weeks  a t  the  s tar t  o f  term when
we look  a t  requests  for  changes  and make them i f  we  can .  Somet imes  sub ject  groups  are  fu l l  and
students  are  unab le  to  move but  we do our  best  to  he lp .  By  the  end o f  the  f i rs t  four  weeks  o f  the
f i rs t  term,  we have  to  s top  mak ing  any  changes  as  you w i l l  have  missed too  much work  to  beg in  a
new sub ject .

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/about.html#tab-International


UAE High School  Equivalency Changes

Equiva lency  i s  the  process  by  wh ich  the  Min is t ry  o f  Educat ion  o f f i c ia l l y  endorses  qua l i f i ca t ions ,
in  th is  case  h igh  schoo l  qua l i f i ca t ions ,  and dec lares  the  document  to  be  equa l  to  UAE s tandard .
I t  t yp ica l l y  invo lves  a t tes ta t ions  f rom re levant  author i t ies ,  fo l lowing  wh ich  the  le t ter  o f
Equ iva lency  i s  i ssued f rom the  Min is t ry  o f  Educat ion .  To  ach ieve  equ iva lency ,  s tudents  must
ach ieve  the  requ i rements  s ta ted  be low.  These  are  deta i led  in  Ar t i c le  s ix  o f  the  Min is ter ia l  Decree
No.  (883)  o f  2019 .

The  s tudent  sha l l  pass  f i ve  (5 )  sub jects  in  the  genera l  leve l  courses  (GCSE leve l  or  IGCSE)  in  one
of  the  success  grades  (A* ,  A ,  B ,  C ,  D ) ,  or  (3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ) ,  inc lud ing  the  fo l lowing  sub jects :
•  Mathemat ics .
•  One o f  the  sc ience  sub jects  (Phys ics ,  Chemist ry  or  B io logy )  or  a
double  sc ience  sub ject .
•  Eng l i sh  language or  Eng l i sh  l i terature .

Introduction to  GCSE and IGCSE

GCSE i s  the  acronym for  Genera l  Cer t i f i ca te  o f  Secondary  Educat ion .  IGCSE i s  the  acronym for
Internat iona l  Genera l  Cer t i f i ca te  o f  Secondary  Educat ion .  Th is  qua l i f i ca t ion  i s  equ iva lent  to  the
GCSE.  At  GEMS Wel l ington In ternat iona l  Schoo l ,  we  encourage  the  deve lopment  o f  in ternat iona l -
mindedness  and g loba l  awareness  o f  our  s tudents .  The  IGCSE Programme of fers  an  in ternat iona l
perspect i ve  and at  the  same t ime reta ins  the  qua l i t ies  o f  i t s  UK equ iva lent .  I t  i s  an  exce l lent
route  to  the  IB  D ip loma and other  vocat iona l  qua l i f i ca t ions  prov id ing  s tudents  w i th  a  so l id  base
for  advanced s tudy .

GCSEs  and IGCSEs  are  genera l l y  undertaken over  the  two years  o f  Key  S tage  4 ,  i .e .  Year
10  and 11 .  There  are  some except ions  where  the  sub jects  s tar t  in  Year  9  and are  examined ear l y
e .g .  in  Mathemat ics .  Fur ther  deta i l s  are  in  the  sub ject  pages  in  th is  book le t .

Both  IGCSEs  and GCSEs  are  des igned to  examine  a l l  ab i l i t y  ranges .  Current l y ,  the  Cambr idge
Internat iona l  Examinat ions  Board  (C IE )  fo l lows  the  ‘ t rad i t iona l ’  g rades  rang ing  f rom G to  A*  (A*  i s
the  h ighest  leve l  o f  a t ta inment ) .  A l l  o ther  exam boards  have  grades  in  the  form of  numbers
rang ing  f rom 1  to  9 ,  w i th  1  be ing  the  lowest  and 9  the  h ighest .  

Some of  the  GCSE and IGCSE courses  have  an  e lement  o f  coursework  or  non-exam assessment
known as  the  NEA.  The  NEAs  are  marked by  our  teachers  then externa l l y  moderated  by  the
examinat ion  board .  A l though the  amount  o f  coursework  var ies  f rom sub ject  to  sub ject ,  a l l  o f  i t
requ i res  s tudents  to  work  independent ly  over  a  per iod  o f  t ime.  I t  i s  essent ia l  that  s tudents
manage the i r  t ime e f fec t i ve ly  f rom the  s tar t  o f  the i r  GCSE courses  to  avo id  a  bu i ld -up o f
coursework  dead l ines .  You can  f ind  spec i f i c  deta i l s  re la t ing  to  coursework  under  the
‘Assessment ’  sect ion  for  each  sub ject  in  th is  book le t .

A l l  GCSEs  are  l inear  in  nature  w i th  f ina l  ex terna l  examinat ions  tak ing  p lace  a t  the  end o f  Year  11 .
There  are  a  smal l  number  o f  except ions  inc lud ing  acce lerated  Mathemat ics  s tudents  who
complete  the  course  a t  the  end o f  Year  10 .



BTECs  are  work- re la ted  qua l i f i ca t ions  su i tab le  for  a  w ide  range  o f  s tudents .  They  prov ide  a
pract i ca l ,  rea l -wor ld  approach to  learn ing  w i thout  sacr i f i c ing  any  o f  the  essent ia l  sub ject
theory .
BTEC courses  and qua l i f i ca t ions  have  ex is ted  for  over  25  years  and cont inue  to  be  deve loped
and updated by ,  w i th  and for  industry  and in  response  to  the  needs  o f  learners .
There  are  current l y  over  60  BTEC F i rs t  qua l i f i ca t ions  ava i lab le ,  l inked to  industry  sectors .  The
BTEC F i rs t  i s  su i tab le  for  s tudents  aged pre-16  and i s  des igned for  those  who are  capab le  o f
ach iev ing  A*–  C  grade GCSEs ,  but  w ish  to  focus  on  a  work  re la ted  vocat iona l  qua l i f i ca t ion  or
work  area .
BTEC F i rs ts  are  Leve l  2  qua l i f i ca t ions  wh ich  are  the  equ iva lent  o f  t rad i t iona l  GCSEs  grades  A*-
C .  P lease  fo l low th is   l ink  for  fur ther  in format ion  on  BTEC equ iva lence .

Each  BTEC i s  made up o f  un i ts .  The  number  o f  un i ts  i s  dependent  on  the  leve l  and s i ze  o f  the
BTEC qua l i f i ca t ion  be ing  s tud ied .
In  order  to  complete  each  un i t ,  s tudents  must  ach ieve  aga inst  a  set  o f  outcomes .  The
assessment  cr i ter ia  address  theory  w i th  pract i ca l  exerc ises .  The  assessment  process  i s
ongo ing ,  so  i t  a l lows  the  s tudent  to  ana lyse  and improve  the i r  own per formance through the i r
course  in  much the  same way  as  they  would  in  a  rea l  workp lace .

The  assessment  o f  BTECs  i s  ongo ing  and port fo l io -based and so  o f ten  p lays  to  the  s t rength  o f
those  s tudents  who per form bet ter  through ongo ing  assessments .  Fur thermore ,  they  can  be
taken as  we l l  as  and a longs ide  t rad i t iona l  GCSE qua l i f i ca t ions .
BTEC are  current l y  not  exam-based qua l i f i ca t ions .  Exams work  we l l  for  some s tudents  but
others  f ind  them rather  daunt ing  and s t rugg le  to  see  how they  f i t  in to  the  rea l  wor ld  o f  work .
Ins tead ,  s tudents  s tudy  rea l - l i fe ,  work -based case  s tud ies  and complete  pro jects  and
assessments ,  wh ich  contr ibute  to  ach iev ing  each  un i t  s tud ied .
The  pro jects  that  s tudents  undertake  form the  bas is  o f  the i r  un i t  resu l ts  wh ich  are  graded as  a
Pass ,  a  Mer i t  or  a  D is t inc t ion .

BTEC qua l i f i ca t ions  are  recogn ised by  schoo ls ,  co l leges ,  un ivers i t ies ,  employers  and
profess iona l  bod ies  across  the  Un i ted  K ingdom and in  over  70  countr ies  wor ldwide .
BTEC qua l i f i ca t ions  g i ve  s tudents  the  sk i l l s  they  need e i ther  to  move on to  h igher  educat ion  or
to  go  s t ra ight  in to  employment .

What are  BTEC qual i f icat ions?

How are BTEC qual i f icat ions  structured?

How are BTEC qual i f icat ions  assessed?

How can BTEC qual i f icat ions  be used?

Introduction to  BTEC Level  2  Qual i f icat ions



Some Tips  for  Making Good Choices

In terest  and en joyment .
Ab i l i t y  and progress .
Sens ib le  combinat ions  ( those  wh ich  are  l i ke ly  to  ensure  a  broad educat ion ) .

When cons ider ing  opt ion  cho ices  s tudents  shou ld  t ry  to  ba lance  the  fo l lowing  fac tors :

Choose  courses  you are  in terested  in  and which  you are  l i ke ly  to  en joy .
Th ink  about  the  var ie ty  w i th in  your  curr i cu lum as  you se lec t  your  sub jects  and
try  to  arr i ve  a t  a  ba lance  wh ich  matches  your  ta lents .
Choose  courses  in  wh ich  you are  l i ke ly  to  ach ieve  success .
Choose  courses  that  f i t  w i th  your  fu ture  needs ;  a l though the  core  i s  des igned
to  ensure  breadth ,  a  so l id  groundwork  in  a  sub ject  you may  want  to  cont inue
wi th  a t  Post  16  w i l l  be  he lp fu l .
Look  up h igher  educat ion  degree  courses  that  in terest  you on
unis ta ts .d i rect .gov .uk  or  www.ucas .com and see  what  sub jects ,  qua l i f i ca t ions
and grades  you w i l l  need to  do  these  courses .
Ta lk  to  your  parents  and your  teachers ,  they  w i l l  each  have  an  important
perspect i ve .

Do. . . .

Choose  sub jects  jus t  because  your  f r iends  are  choos ing  them.
Choose  a  sub ject  jus t  because  you get  on  we l l  w i th  your  teacher .  You might  we l l
have  a  d i f ferent  teacher  a t  KS4 .

Don’t . . . .

Useful  Websites  for  Careers  Choices

AQA Examinat ion  Board
Pearson Edexce l  Examinat ion  Board
CIE  Examinat ion  Board
UK Univers i t y  App l i ca t ion  Sys tem
Br i t i sh  qua l i f i ca t ions  -  want ing  to  s tudy  in  the  USA
Insp i r ing  Futures
SAT/ACT/PSAT ( requ i red  for  entry  to  US un ivers i t ies )
Genera l  adv ice  on  a  var ie ty  o f  career  sub ject  areas
Careers  Wales  webs i te  (a  very  comprehens ive  careers  webs i te )
H igher  Educat ion  opt ions  in  Europe

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
http://www.cie.org.uk/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://fulbright.co.uk/
http://www.isco.org.uk/
http://collegeboard.com/
http://www.brightknowledge.org/
http://www.careerswales.com/
http://study-in-europe.org/


EXAMINAT ION FEES

KEY STAGE 4  EXAMINATION FEES

Parents should note that fees for external GCSE examinations are
the responsibility of the parent. Parents will receive an invoice for
each examination cycle the student is entered for, including resits.

GCSE

BTEC
Registration fees for the BTEC courses are paid in full at the
beginning of Year 10 for the full duration of the 2-year course. The
fee charged will cover the entry fees for the course as well as
moderator visits from the UK for each subject. Any resit of units
within the course does not incur additional charges over and
above the original fee paid.

Other Costs
Registration fees for the BTEC courses are paid in full at the
beginning of Year 10 for the full duration of the 2-year course. The
fee charged will cover the entry fees for the course as well as
moderator visits from the UK for each subject. Any resit of units
within the course does not incur additional charges over and
above the original fee paid.

Examination Costs 2021-2022

LOWEST GCSE COST
PER SUBJECT

400AED

HIGHEST GCSE
COST PER SUBJECT

700AED

LOWEST BTEC COST FOR
CERTIFICATE & DIPLOMA

1600AED 2500AED

 BTEC COST FOR
EXTENDED



STUDENT LEADERS  2021-2022

WHAT DO OUR STUDENT LEADERS THINK
ABOUT THE KEY  STAGE 4  CURRICULUM?

Akshal Jain
Head Boy

Patil Djerdjerian
Head Girl

During Year 10 & 11 I liked the fact that we were encouraged to be independent, open-minded thinkers and collaborative work was a
big part of every lesson. I chose Computer Science as I am passionate about technology and it is a big part of what I want to pursue in
the future. I chose Business Studies due to my interest in entrepreneurship, as it allowed me to learn about the fundamentals of how a
business operates, and other essential concepts such as market research. I took Media Studies as I was curious about music, TV, film,
and other such entertainment industries, and it helped me build technical skills. I am now studying HL Mathematics: Analysis and
Approaches, HL Physics, HL Computer Science, HL Economics, SL English, SL Spanish AB Initio and hope to study a combination of
Computer Science and a humanities subject like Economics or Political Science at university, either in the US or UK.

Manahil Hussain
Emerald House Captain

Paras Dayal
Ruby House Captain

Manal Hussain
Onyx House Captain

Elizay Farhan
Diamond House Captain

I studied Drama, Business, Psychology and Arabic at GCSE in WIS. I chose Drama as it was a subject I enjoyed doing in Year 8 and 9. I
chose to do Business as I feel like you learn skills in business that are very applicable in the real world and at work. I chose to do
Psychology as it intrigued me and I found learning about human behaviour very interesting. As my language, I chose to do Arabic as it was
the subject I was most comfortable with. At IB I am now studying HL English, HL Psychology, HL Business Management, SL Maths:
Application and Interpretations, SL French Ab Initio and SL Chemistry. I hope to do a Media and Communications related degree at
university in either the UK or Canada when I leave WIS. During Year 10 & 11 I enjoyed learning about new subjects we hadn’t done before
(such as Business and Psychology) and gaining more freedom in how and what I learn. Doing GCSE at WIS allowed me to grow as a
learner and become more aware of my learning styles as well as learning to enjoy and appreciate my education more.

I studied Psychology, Business, Drama and French at GCSE in WIS. French was the language I was most comfortable with so I chose that
as my language. I really enjoyed the introduction lesson to Psychology and the theories we were going to learn so I decided to pick that
subject. I always knew I wanted to take business as I wanted to pursue a business-related career. My final option was Drama, which I
really enjoyed in Year 9 and the extracts we were studying looked very interesting and thought it would be a great option. In IB I am taking
HL Business, Psychology, English, SL Chemistry, Math AA and Spanish Ab Initio. After WIS I am looking to pursue a career in Business,
especially Business Management, with a specialisation in Marketing in the US. I really enjoyed the freedom I had in picking the subjects I
was interested in at GCSE. It gave me a sense of control with my education.

I studied Economics, History, Psychology and French at GCSE in WIS. I was drawn to the field of humanities/social sciences and wanted to
pursue Law in the future. Therefore, I chose a combination that fitted my interests including History, Economics and Psychology. However,
beyond planning for future careers, I chose these subjects because each sharpened my critical thinking and analysis skills while also
teaching me about the evolving political, economic and social aspects of the world we live in, making me more holistically-minded. In IB I
am now studying HL English A: Language and Literature, HL Mathematics Applications and Interpretation, HL History, HL Economics, SL
Biology, SL French B. I hope to study Economics or Political Science at university either in the US or Canada or Law in the UK.  Completing
my GCSEs at Wellington allowed me to diversify my interests due to the vast array of subject choices and strengthen my critical thinking
skills. I enjoyed growing both personally and academically in this rigorous and fulfilling program. 

I studied Computer Science, Economics, Design and Technology, German at GCSE in WIS. As an avid technology enthusiast, the Computer
Science and DT subjects were well suited towards my interests so I thoroughly enjoyed studying them. Economics was a subject I was
curious about and had a passion for therefore I decided I should try and strengthen my knowledge by taking it as a subject. German was a
language I found fascinating so I decided to learn it as my language choice for GCSE. In IB I am now studying HL Computer Science, HL
Mathematics AI, HL Physics, SL English, SL Economics & SL Spanish Ab Initio. I am primarily targeting American universities, with a keen
focus on California. I am hoping to study Aerospace Engineering as it is an industry I am very passionate about. Having an interest in
Computer Science as well, I am hoping to be able to learn more about both these subjects at university. Year 10/11 were the years when I
really changed my attitude towards my education, and started to feel excited about it. I was given the freedom to pursue what I was
interested in, and this reflects in the knowledge and experience I have gained. I improved as a student and person, gaining valuable life
skills for my future. These insightful adventures were my favourite moments of these years. 

I studied Business, Drama, Geography and French at GCSE in WIS. I studied French in Lower School and thought it was best to continue to
develop my language skills with a language I was already familiar with. I chose Drama because I wanted to improve my communication
skills and confidence, I thought the various performing assessments would help with confidence skills and group work would improve my
communication skills. I chose Geography because it was a humanities subject that I genuinely had a passion for and learned the human
and physical aspects of the course. Finally, I chose Business because it was a new subject for me and it was relevant to the real world. In IB
I am taking HL Business, Economics, English, SL Biology, Math AA and Italian Ab Initio. After WIS I am looking to pursue a career in
Business Marketing in the US. I enjoyed learning new subjects such as Business and Drama which helped build my passion and interest
for Business and Marketing. I also like the fact that I can choose how and what I learn. I was able to progress as a learner and become
more conscious of my learning preferences while also learning to love and respect my education more while taking GCSE at WIS.



PROGRESSION BEYOND
KEY STAGE 4



 COURSE ELEMENTSCORE SUBJECTS

IB  D ip loma
Programme ( IBDP)

IB  Career  Re la ted
Programme ( IBCP)

IB  Courses

6  sub jects
Core  (CAS/  TOK/  EE

BTEC Leve l  3  qua l i f i ca t ion  PLUS
3 IB  sub jects

Bespoke  route  w i th  an  agreed
number  o f  d ip loma sub ject
courses  inc lud ing  CAS

3 H igher  leve l  sub jects
3  S tandard  leve l  sub jects

Career  re la ted  BTEC Leve l  3
qua l i f i ca t ion  PLUS 3  IB  sub jects

Agreed leve l  o f  courses  a t
Standard  & H igher  Leve l

Post-16 Pathways at GEMS Wellington International School



PROGRESS ION BEYOND KS4  

At  GEMS Wel l ington In ternat iona l  Schoo l ,  we  current l y  o f fer  three  pathways  in to
Post -16  Educat ion  and our  S ix th  Form.

1 .   The  In ternat iona l  Bacca laureate  D ip loma Programme ( IBDP)
2 .   The  In ternat iona l  Bacca laureate  Career  Re la ted  Programme ( IBCP)
3 .   The  Courses  Programme.

A l l  pathways  lead  to  H igher  Educat ion  across  a  var ie ty  o f  Un ivers i t ies .



ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUAL ITY

English Language & Literature HL /SL

French B HL/SL and Ab Initio SL 
Spanish B HL/SL and Ab Initio SL
Italian Ab Initio SL
German Ab Initio SL
Arabic B HL/SL 
English B HL/SL - NEW ADDITION

History HL/SL
Geography HL/ SL
Business and Management HL/SL
Economics HL/SL
Digital Society (Formerly ITGS) HL/SL
Psychology HL/ SL 
Global Politics HL/SL

Biology HL/SL
Chemistry HL/SL
Physics HL/SL
Computer Science HL/SL
Environmental Systems and Society SL (only)* can be taken at Group 3 instead
Sports, Health and Exercise Science HL/SL
Design Technology HL/SL

Mathematics Analysis and Approaches HL/SL
Mathematics Applications and Interpretation HL/SL

Visual Arts HL/SL
Music HL/SL
Film HL/SL 
Theatre HL/SL - NEW ADDITION 

Sport - NEW ADDITION
Creative Media
Business

Group 1 - English

 
Group 2 - Languages

Please note:  Students choosing Ab Initio courses are not expected to have any prior language study in the
chosen language. Students who have studied the designated language in previous years cannot study the
same language at AB Initio level.

 
Group 3 - Individuals and Society

 
Group 4 - Experimental Sciences

 
Group 5 - Mathematics

 
Group 6 - The Arts

 
BTEC

Please Note: Subjects offered will be dependent on student interest. The school however is committed to
offering as many subjects as possible to maximise the opportunities for our cohort.

IBCP students choose 2-3 subjects from this list to complement their BTEC
IB Courses students choose 4-6 subjects



SUBJECT  SELECT ION



ENTRY  REQUIREMENTS

ESS
Two 5  grades  in  any  o f  the  three  Sc iences  or  5  5  in
Combined Sc ience

DT
HL–  6  in  DT
SL  -  6  in  Tr ip le  Sc ience  or  7  in  Combined Sc ience

Mathemat ics :  App l i ca t ions  &
Interpretat ion

5 in  Maths  for  SL
8  in  Maths  for  HL

Mathemat ics :  Ana lys i s  &  approaches
7  in  Maths  for  SL
8+ in  Maths  p lus  6  in  Fur ther  Maths  HL

F i lm

Mus ic

D is t inc t ion  a t  BTEC L2  Creat i ve  Media  Product ion
6 in  Media

B in  Mus ic  for  HL

V isua l  Ar ts

Theatre

7  in  Ar t  for  HL

HL—7 in  Drama
SL—5 in  Drama

5

6

GROUP ENTRY REQUIREMENTS GCSESUBJECT

Eng l i sh  Language and L i terature  SL

Eng l i sh  Language and L i terature  HL

9 -  5  in  Language

9-7  in  L i terature  and 9  -  7  in  Language

French/Span ish/German SL

French/Span ish/German HL

Ab in i t io  courses

5  in  French/Span ish/German

8 in  French/Span ish/German

5 in  any  language

Bus iness  Management  SL

Bus iness  Management  HL

Economics  SL

Economics  HL

ITGS

Geography

Psycho logy

His tory

Globa l  Po l i t i cs

5/C  in  Bus iness  S tud ies  or  Eng l i sh

6/B  in  Bus iness  S tud ies  or  Eng l i sh

5  in  Maths  and/or  Economics

6  in  Maths  and/  or  Economics

C in  IT  or  Comput ing

6  in  Geography  for  HL

6 in  Psycho logy  or  Eng l i sh  for  HL ,  5  for  SL  

5  in  H is tory  or  Eng l i sh  for  SL
6  in  H is tory  or  Eng l i sh  for  HL

5 in  H is tory ,  Geography  or  Eng l i sh  for  SL
6  in  H is tory ,  Geography  or  Eng l i sh  for  HL

Computer  Sc ience
A for  HL
B for  SL

Chemist ry

Tr ip le  Sc ience  -  6  for  SL ,  7  for  HL
Combined Sc ience  -  77  for  SL ,  88  for  HL

Sports  Sc ience
HL–  6  for  Tr ip le  Sc ience  or  7  for  Combined Sc ience
SL  -  5  for  Tr ip le  Sc ience  or  6  in  Combined Sc ience

1

2

3

4

Bio logy

Phys ics

MYP

Tr ip le  Sc ience  -  6  for  SL ,  7  for  HL
Combined Sc ience  -  77  for  SL ,  88  for  HL

Tr ip le  Sc ience  -  6  for  SL  +  7  in  Math ,  7  for  HL  +  8  in  Math
Combined -  77  for  SL  +  7  in  Math ,  88  for  HL  +  8  in  Math

BTEC Sport ,  Creat i ve  Media  or  Bus iness
Leve l  2  BTECs  -  pass  overa l l  +  5  GCSEs  a t  4+  

I f  no  pr ior  BTEC -  5  GCSEs  a t  4+  inc lud ing  Eng l i sh

*I f  Group 6
sub jects  have  not
been s tud ied
prev ious ly ,  a
port fo l io  o f
ev idence  to
demonstrate
competence  may
be accepted for
entry

5  in  Eng l i sh  A

6  in  Eng l i sh  A

6 for  SL ,  7  for  HL
in  French ,  Span ish  or

German

5 in  a  language

5 in  Bus/ I&S

5 in  Bus/ I&S

6 in  Math

7 in  Math

5 in  IT /D ig  Des ign

6  in  Geo/ I&S

5/6  in  Psych/ I&S

6 in  H is tory / I&S
7 in  H is tory / I&S

5  in  I&S
6 in  I&S

6 in  IT /D ig  Des ign
7 in  IT /D is  Des ign

6  in  B io logy
7  in  B io logy

6  in  Chemist ry
7  in  Chemist ry

6  in  Phys ics&Math
7 in  Phys ics&Math

5  in  Sc ience
6 in  Sc ience

5 in  Sc ience

5 in  DT
6 in  DT

5 in  Math
6 in  Math

7 in  Math
*ev idence  o f  top  set

Any  Group 6  Ar ts  SL  =
MYP 6

Any  Group 6  Ar ts  HL
= MYP 7

Students  who have  not
s tud ied  the  sub ject  a t

MYP leve l  shou ld  be  ab le
to  demonstrate

competency  through a
port fo l io  o f  work  or
per formance v ideos

4  in  each  MYP
subject  +
Persona l  Pro ject



be fu l l y  commit ted  to  the i r  IB  s tud ies
ut i l i se  non-contact  t ime product i ve ly
become independent  learners
take  respons ib i l i t y  for  the i r  own learn ing
embrace  a l l  opportun i t ies  presented to  them
undertake  communi ty  serv ice ,  espec ia l l y  w i th in  the  schoo l
undertake  pos i t ions  o f  respons ib i l i t y  and leadersh ip
act  as  pos i t i ve  ro le  models  for  the  rest  o f  the  schoo l
be  approachab le  and ava i lab le  to  support  and ass is t  younger  s tudents
h igh  leve l  o f  a t tendance  dur ing  the  academic  year

Appl i cants  need to  be  ab le  to  demonstrate  the  fo l lowing :

ENTRY  REQUIREMENTS

Appl icat ion Process  IB  Programmes

The procedure  for  app l i ca t ion  and entry  in to  any  o f  the  IB  Programmes i s  out l ined be low:

Entrance Cr iter ia  –  General  Expectat ions

Entrance Cr iter ia  –  IB  Diploma Programme ( IBDP)  

IGCSE/GCSE Entry  Requirements

Al l  App l i cants :  S tudents  requ i re  a  min imum of  5  A-C  a t  GCSE/ IGCSE ( inc lud ing
Mathemat ics  and Eng l i sh  Language)  to  be  cons idered for  the  IB  D ip loma Programme at
WIS .

MYP Entry  Requ i rements  -  s tudents  shou ld  pass  the i r  MYP w i th  a  min imum of  4  in  each
sub ject  undertaken a longs ide  a  4+  in  the i r  Persona l  Pro ject .

Entrance Cr iter ia  –  IB  Career  Programme ( IBCP)  

 ENTRY REQUIREMENTSGROUP SUBJECT LEVEL

Career  Re la ted
Study

BTEC:  Leve l  3  Nat iona l
D ip loma

5 C ’ s /4s  and above  a t
GCSE

3

IB  D ip loma
Subjects

A  se lec t ion  o f  2 -3  DP
Subjects

As  above  course  entry
requ i rements

HL/SL



OLD ALPHABETICAL
GRADING SYSTEM

NEW NUMERIC 
EQUIVALENT

A*

B

A

C

8

7

6

5

Where  s tudents  have  fa i led  to  meet  the  min imum entry  requ i rement  for  a
par t i cu lar  sub ject ,  a  meet ing  w i l l  be  requ i red  w i th  the  Head o f  S ix th  Form.  A
dec i s ion  for  a  p lace  a t  WIS  i s  made  on  the  unders tand ing  that  occas iona l l y  a
weakness  in  a  par t i cu lar  sub jec t  can  be  compensated  by  demons t ra ted  s t reng ths  in
the  o ther  f i ve  sub jec t  chosen  as  par t  o f  the  IB  D ip loma see ing  as  i t  i s  a  programme
of  s tudy  as  opposed  to  ind i v idua l i sed  examinat ions .

Where  a  s tudent  fa i l s  to  meet  the  min imum entry  requ i rement  for  two or  more
sub ject  then the  a l ternat i ve  D ip loma Courses  opt ion  shou ld  be  sought .

PLEASE NOTE:

ENTRY  REQUIREMENTS

Please note:  due  to  the  res idua l  change over  to
the  1-9  grad ing  cr i ter ion  some sub jects  w i l l  re ta in
A*-G grad ing .  Where  th is  i s  not  the  case  for  the
purposes  o f  entry  to  our  DP sub jects  the  fo l lowing
convers ion  w i l l  app ly ;



CORE SUBJECTS



PAPER EXAM

Non- f i c t ion  antho logy  texts
Transact iona l  Wr i t ing

Poetry  and Prose
Imag inat i ve  Wr i t ing

Modern  Prose
Poetry  ( compar ison and unseen)

L i terary  Her i tage
Modern  Drama

Exam Board  –   Edexce l  IGCSE Eng l i sh  Language (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  
                      Edexce l  IGCSE Eng l i sh  L i terature  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )

Why should students  study Engl ish Language & L iterature?

Study ing  Eng l i sh  w i l l  he lp  s tudents  deve lop  the  ab i l i t y  to  th ink  cr i t i ca l l y  and creat i ve ly ,  to  express  themse lves
wi th  conf idence  and coherence ,  and to  combine  deep understand ing  w i th  persona l  engagement  in  the i r
responses  to  language and l i terature .  The  course  i s  des igned to  promote  exce l lent  ach ievement  w i th in  the
sk i l l  a reas  o f  speak ing ,  l i s ten ing ,  read ing  and wr i t ing .  As  a  resu l t  o f  the i r  ana lys i s  o f  a  var ie ty  o f  s t imulat ing
texts ,  our  s tudents  deve lop  a  cr i t i ca l  understand ing  o f  how meaning  i s  shaped both  in  works  f rom the  l i terary
her i tage  o f  d iverse  cu l tures ,  and in  non- f i c t ion .  I t  w i l l  a l so  support  c ross -curr i cu lar  ach ievement  and prov ide
an exce l lent  sk i l l s  base  for  l i fe long  learners .  

What is  the course content?  

Eng l i sh  has  two GCSEs  for  wh ich  the  s tudent  w i l l  rece ive  two separate  grades :  Language and L i terature .

Language Exam:

Language Coursework :

L i terature  Exam:

L i terature  Coursework :

How are students  assessed?

Students  w i l l  be  formal l y  assessed through one examinat ion  and two p ieces  o f  coursework  for  both  Language
and L i terature .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  be  assessed throughout  the  two years  w i th  a  ser ies  o f  mock  exams and
pract i ce  papers .

Eng l i sh  Language Exam:  2  hours  15  minutes  (60%)
L i terature  Coursework :  Eng l i sh  Language (40%)

Eng l i sh  L i terature  Exam:  2  hours  (60%)
L i terature  Coursework :  (40%)

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

The courses  bu i ld  on  the  sk i l l s  wh ich  have  been embedded in  Key  S tage  3  in  a  cont inuum of  learn ing .  S tudents
are  encouraged to  respond to  f i c t ion  and non- f i c t ion  texts  w i th  breadth ,  in  an  understand ing  o f  the  impact  o f
the i r  cu l tura l  contexts ,  and depth ,  in  an  apprec ia t ion  o f  the  e f fec t  o f  s ty l i s t i c  dev ices .  They  are  g i ven
opportun i t ies  to  wr i te  for  a  w ide  range  o f  purpose  and aud ience ,  in  tasks  wh ich  promote  express ive  f luency  as
we l l  as  ensur ing  a  f i rm foundat ion  o f  techn ica l  accuracy .

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Both  courses  w i l l  prove  an  exce l lent  grounding  for  any  ar ts  or  humani t ies -based degree .  L i terature  w i l l
complement  fur ther  s tud ies  in  h igher -educat ion  courses  such  as  l i terature ,  ph i losophy ,  l aw ,  wh i le  Language
and L i terature  lend themse lves  we l l  to  media  and journa l i sm.  
       

ENGL ISH LANGUAGE &  L ITERATURE

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Language%20A/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International_GCSE_English_Language-A_specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Literature/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International_GCSE_English_Literature_specification.pdf


Exam Board  -  Edexce l  IGCSE Mathemat ics  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here  )

To  p ick  up  the  mathemat ica l  sk i l l s  necessary  for  everyday  l i fe  
To  deve lop  a  sk i l l s  base  for  fur ther  s tudy  o f  mathemat ics  or  for  a  career  invo lv ing  h igher  leve l
mathemat ics  
To  obta in  qua l i f i ca t ions  wh ich  are  v i ta l  for  cer ta in  careers  or  fur ther  s tudy

Number ,  A lgebra  & Graphs  (60%)  
Geometry  &  Measures  (25%)
Stat i s t i cs  and Probab i l i t y  (15%)

Foundat ion  (F )  (Grades  1  to  5 ,  equ iva lent  to  Grade G to  B )
H igher  (H )  (Grades  4  to  9 ,  equ iva lent  to  Grade D to  A* ) .  

Why should students  study Mathematics?

As ide  f rom the  obv ious  reasons  o f  love  o f ,  and in terest  in  the  sub ject ,  Mathemat ics  i s  one  o f  the  most
power fu l  too ls  for  ana lys i s  and prob lem so lv ing  known to  mank ind .  I t  i s  v i ta l  for  s tudents  to  s tudy
Mathemat ics  for  the  fo l lowing  reasons :  

What is  the course content?

The content  covered w i l l  compr ise  a  mix ture  o f  the  fo l lowing  top ics :  

How are students  assessed?

There  are  two t iers  o f  entry :

40% of  the  content  i s  c rossover  between the  H igher  and Foundat ion  t ier .  

MATHEMAT ICS

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Students  w i l l  deve lop  log ica l  and creat i ve  th ink ing  processes  in  order  to  improve  prob lem so lv ing  ab i l i t y .
S tudents  w i l l  a l so  increase  the  capac i ty  o f  the i r  bra in  through v igorous  e f for ts  to  so lve  prob lems and
overcome d i f f i cu l t ies  in  understand ing .  S tudents  w i l l  be  ab le  to  rea l i se  the  app l i ca t ion  o f  Mathemat ics  in  the
rea l  wor ld .  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Study ing  Mathemat ics  w i l l  open a  w ide  var ie ty  o f  degrees  and career  opportun i t ies .  Each  year  a t  WIS ,  many  o f
the  depart ing  Year  13  s tudents  leave  to  s tudy  eng ineer ing  or  economics .  Other  common Mathemat ics  based
careers/degrees  inc lude  investment  bank ing ,  in te l l i gence  ana lys i s ,  operat iona l  research ,  s ta t i s t i ca l  research ,
log is t i cs ,  f inanc ia l  ana lys i s ,  market  research  ( for  bus iness ) ,  I T  ( sys tems ana lys i s ,  deve lopment  or  research ) ,
so f tware  eng ineer ing ,  sc ient i f i c  research  and deve lopment  (e .g . ,  b io techno logy ,  meteoro logy  or
oceanography ) .

PAPER EXAM

IGCSE MATHEMATIC
(CALCULATOR)

2  HOURS (50%)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Mathematics%20A/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International-GCSE-in-Mathematics-Spec-A.pdf


FURTHER PURE MATHEMAT ICS

Logar i thmic  funct ions  and ind ices  
The  quadrat i c  funct ion
Ident i t ies  and inequa l i t ies
Graphs
Ser ies
The b inomia l  ser ies
Sca lar  and vector  quant i t ies
Rectangu lar  Car tes ian  coord inates
Ca lcu lus
Tr igonometry  

Se lect ing  and app ly ing  mathemat ica l  techn iques  and methods  to  mathemat ica l ,  every  day  and rea l
wor ld  s i tuat ions
Deve lop  prob lem-so lv ing  sk i l l s  by  t rans la t ing  prob lems in  mathemat ica l  or  non-mathemat ica l  contexts
Reason ing  mathemat ica l l y
In terpret ing  and communicat ing  a  w ide  array  o f  mathemat ica l  in format ion
Deve lop  reason ing  sk i l l s  through exerc ises  such  as  present ing  arguments  and proofs ,  and mak ing
deduct ions  and drawing  conc lus ions  f rom mathemat ica l  in format ion

Exam Board  -  Edexce l  IGCSE Fur ther  Pure  Mathemat ics  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )

Th is  course  i s  on ly  completed  by  those  s tudents  in  the  top  sets .  E l i g ib i l i t y  for  the  top  sets ,  and th is
course ,  i s  determined fo l lowing  ach iev ing  a  grade 8  or  9  in  IGCSE Mathemat ics  a t  the  end o f  Year  10 .
Your  potent ia l  i s  determined f rom your  a t t i tude  in  c lass ,  work  e th ic ,  and per formance in  assessments .  
 
What is  the course content?

The course  cons is ts  o f  the  fo l lowing  10  top ics :

How are students  assessed?

At  the  end o f  Year  11 ,  s tudents  w i l l  s i t  two exams.  Each  paper  i s  2  hours  long  and contr ibutes  to  50% of
the  marks .  The  tota l  number  o f  marks  for  each  paper  i s  100 .  A  ca lcu la tor  may  be  used in  the  exams.

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

The Edexce l  IGCSE Fur ther  Pure  Mathemat ics  course  g i ves  s tudents  fur ther  opportun i t ies  to  ach ieve  the i r
mathemat ica l  potent ia l  and deve lop  sk i l l s  for  l i fe .  I t  g i ves  s tudents  the  appropr ia te  mathemat ica l  sk i l l s ,
knowledge and understand ing  to  he lp  them progress  to  fur ther  mathemat ics  course  a t  IB  leve l  and
beyond.
 
These  sk i l l s  inc lude :

The  course  a lso  extends  s tudents ’  base  in  Mathemat ics  f rom which  they  can  progress  to  h igher  s tud ies  in
Mathemat ics  as  we l l  as  eng ineer ing ,  sc ience ,  economics ,  in format ion  techno logy  or  bus iness .  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Study ing  Mathemat ics  w i l l  open a  w ide  var ie ty  o f  degrees  and career  opportun i t ies .  Each  year  a t  WIS ,
many  o f  the  depart ing  Year  13  s tudents  leave  to  s tudy  eng ineer ing  or  economics .  Other  common
Mathemat ics  based careers/degrees  inc lude  investment  bank ing ,  in te l l i gence  ana lys i s ,  operat iona l
research ,  s ta t i s t i ca l  research ,  log is t i cs ,  f inanc ia l  ana lys i s ,  market  research  ( for  bus iness ) ,  I T  ( sys tems
ana lys is ,  deve lopment  or  research ) ,  so f tware  eng ineer ing ,  sc ient i f i c  research  and deve lopment  (e .g . ,
b io techno logy ,  meteoro logy  or  oceanography ) .

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Further%20Pure%20Mathematics/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International-GCSE-in-Further-Pure-Mathematics-spec.pdf


Cel l  B io logy
Organ isat ion
In fect ion  and response
Bioenerget ics
Homeostas is  and response
Inher i tance ,  var ia t ion  and evo lut ion
Eco logy

Atomic  s t ructure  and the  per iod ic  tab le
Bonding ,  s t ructure  and propert ies
Quant i ta t i ve  Chemist ry
Chemica l  changes
Energy  changes
The ra te  and extent  o f  chemica l  changes
Organ ic  chemist ry
Chemica l  ana lys i s
Chemist ry  o f  the  a tmosphere
Us ing  resources

Forces
Energy
Waves
E lect r i c i t y
Magnet ism and e lec t romagnet ism
Part i c le  mode l  o f  mat ter
Atomic  s t ructure

Ce l l  B io logy
Organ isat ion
In fect ion  and response
Bioenerget ics

Homeostas is  and response
Inher i tance ,  var ia t ion  and evo lut ion
Eco logy

Exam Board  –   AQA GCSE Combined Sc ience :  Tr i logy  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Combined Science?  

The AQA GCSE Combined Sc ience  course  prov ides  the  foundat ions  for  understand ing  the  mater ia l  wor ld .
Sc ient i f i c  understand ing  i s  chang ing  our  l i ves  and i s  v i ta l  to  the  wor ld ’ s  fu ture  prosper i t y ,  and a l l  s tudents
shou ld  be  taught  essent ia l  aspects  o f  the  knowledge ,  methods ,  processes  and uses  o f  sc ience .  They  shou ld  be
he lped to  apprec ia te  how the  complex  and d iverse  phenomena of  the  natura l  wor ld  can  be  descr ibed in  terms
of  a  smal l  number  o f  key  ideas  re la t ing  to  the  sc iences  wh ich  are  both  in ter - l inked ,  and are  o f  un iversa l
app l i ca t ion .

What is  the course content?

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

How are students  assessed?

The AQA Combined Sc ience  course  cons is ts  o f  s ix  externa l l y  examined papers .  B io logy :  Paper  1  and 2 ,
Chemist ry :  Paper  1  and 2 ,  Phys ics :  Paper  1  and 2 .

Biology Paper  1

Biology Paper  2

       

COMBINED SC IENCE

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/specification-at-a-glance


Atomic  s t ructure  and the  per iod ic  tab le
Bonding ,  s t ructure  and propert ies
Quant i ta t i ve  Chemist ry
Chemica l  changes
Energy  changes

The ra te  and extent  o f  chemica l  changes
Organ ic  chemist ry
Chemica l  ana lys i s
Chemist ry  o f  the  a tmosphere
Us ing  resources

Forces
Energy
Waves
E lect r i c i t y

Magnet ism and e lec t romagnet ism
Part i c le  mode l  o f  mat ter
Atomic  s t ructure

Exam Board  –   AQA GCSE Combined Sc ience :  Tr i logy  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

How are students  assessed (continued)?  

Chemistry  Paper  1

Chemistry  Paper  2

Physics  Paper  1

Physics  Paper  2

Al l  s i x  papers  are  wr i t ten  examinat ions  o f  1  hour  and 15  minutes  and 70  marks .  Each  paper  makes  up 16 .7%
of  the  qua l i f i ca t ion .  S tudents  have  the  opt ion  to  take  Foundat ion  or  H igher  T ier .  The  examinat ions  are  a
mixture  o f  d i f ferent  quest ion  s ty les ,  inc lud ing  mul t ip le -cho ice  quest ions ,  s t ructured ,  c losed short  answer  and
open response .

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Pract i ca l  work  i s  a t  the  hear t  o f  sc ience  and a l l  s tudents  are  expected to  have  carr ied  out  the  requ i red
pract i ca l  ac t i v i t ies .  S tudents  w i l l  deve lop  an  understand ing  o f  the  nature ,  processes  and methods  o f  b io logy
through d i f ferent  types  o f  sc ient i f i c  enqu i r ies  that  he lp  them to  answer  sc ient i f i c  quest ions  about  the  wor ld
around them.  They  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  and learn  to  app ly  observat iona l ,  pract i ca l ,  mode l l ing ,  enqu i ry  and
prob lem-so lv ing  sk i l l s ,  both  in  the  laboratory ,  in  the  f ie ld  and in  other  learn ing  env i ronments .  S tudents  w i l l
a l so  be  g i ven  the  opportun i ty  to  eva luate  c la ims  based on sc ience  through cr i t i ca l  ana lys i s  o f  the
methodology ,  ev idence  and conc lus ions ,  both  qua l i ta t i ve ly  and quant i ta t i ve ly .  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

GCSE Combined Sc ience  enab les  s tudents  to  progress  to  fur ther  and h igher  educat ion  courses  in  B io logy ,
Chemist ry  or  Phys ics ,  as  we l l  as  other  f ie lds  o f  sc ience .  Sc ience  s tudents  are  a  very  creat i ve  se lec t ion  o f
s tudents  whose  sk i l l s  in  communicat ion ,  ana lys i s ,  commerc ia l  awareness  and innovat ion  are  h igh ly  sought
a f ter  in  the  workp lace  away  f rom t rad i t iona l  sc ience  careers .  Law and bus iness  entrepreneurs  o f ten  have  a
background in  sc ience  and i t  i s  for  th is  reason that  most  b ig  companies  w i l l  target  the i r  recru i tment  to
sc ience  graduates .  
       

COMBINED SC IENCE (CONT . )

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/specification-at-a-glance


Cel l  B io logy
Organ isat ion
In fect ion  and response
Bioenerget ics
Homeostas is  and response
Inher i tance ,  var ia t ion  and evo lut ion
Eco logy

Ce l l  B io logy
Organ isat ion
In fect ion  and response
Bioenerget ics

Homeostas is  and response
Inher i tance ,  var ia t ion  and evo lut ion
Eco logy

Exam Board  –   AQA GCSE B io logy  Tr ip le  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Biology?

The AQA GCSE B io logy  course  prov ides  the  foundat ions  for  understand ing  the  l i v ing  wor ld .  Sc ient i f i c
understand ing  i s  chang ing  our  l i ves  and i s  v i ta l  to  the  wor ld ’ s  fu ture  prosper i t y ,  and a l l  s tudents  shou ld  be
taught  essent ia l  aspects  o f  the  knowledge ,  methods ,  processes  and uses  o f  sc ience .  They  shou ld  be  he lped to
apprec ia te  how the  complex  and d iverse  phenomena of  the  natura l  wor ld  can  be  descr ibed in  terms o f  a  smal l
number  o f  key  ideas  re la t ing  to  the  sc iences  wh ich  are  both  in ter - l inked ,  and are  o f  un iversa l  app l i ca t ion .  

What is  the course content?

Students  s tudy  the  fo l lowing  genera l  top ics  over  the  two year  course :

How are students  assessed?

The AQA B io logy  course  cons is ts  o f  two externa l l y  examined papers :
Paper  1

Paper  2

Paper  1  and Paper  2  are  both  wr i t ten  examinat ions  o f  1  hour  and 45  minutes  and 100 marks .  Each  paper
makes  up 50% of  the  qua l i f i ca t ion .  S tudents  have  the  opt ion  to  take  Foundat ion  or  H igher  T ier .  The
examinat ions  are  a  mix ture  o f  d i f ferent  quest ion  s ty les ,  inc lud ing  mul t ip le -cho ice  quest ions ,  s t ructured ,
c losed short  answer  and open response .

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Pract i ca l  work  i s  a t  the  hear t  o f  b io logy  and a l l  s tudents  are  expected to  have  carr ied  out  the  requ i red
pract i ca l  ac t i v i t ies .  S tudents  w i l l  deve lop  an  understand ing  o f  the  nature ,  processes  and methods  o f  b io logy
through d i f ferent  types  o f  sc ient i f i c  enqu i r ies  that  he lp  them to  answer  sc ient i f i c  quest ions  about  the  wor ld
around them.  They  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  and learn  to  app ly  observat iona l ,  pract i ca l ,  mode l l ing ,  enqu i ry  and
prob lem-so lv ing  sk i l l s ,  both  in  the  laboratory ,  in  the  f ie ld  and in  other  learn ing  env i ronments .  S tudents  w i l l
a l so  be  g i ven  the  opportun i ty  to  eva luate  c la ims  based on b io logy  through cr i t i ca l  ana lys i s  o f  the
methodology ,  ev idence  and conc lus ions ,  both  qua l i ta t i ve ly  and quant i ta t i ve ly .  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

GCSE B io logy  enab les  s tudents  to  progress  to  fur ther  and h igher  educat ion  courses  in  B io logy  and other  f ie lds
of  sc ience .  I t  prov ides  a  good foundat ion  for  a l l  s tudents  w ish ing  to  pursue  the i r  careers  in  a  sc ience
d isc ip l ine ,  in  par t i cu lar  those  who w ish  to  enter  in to  hea l thcare  profess ions  or  research  in to  cur ing  d isease .
The  sk i l l s  learnt  through s tudy ing  B io logy  w i l l  a l so  ensure  s tudents  are  ab le  to  cr i t i ca l l y  ana lyse  c la ims  and
data  and d iscuss  the i r  va l id i t y  and poss ib le  impacts  on  soc ie ty .  Sk i l l s  sought  a f ter  by  employers  in  law and
bus iness  sectors .  

BIOLOGY

CORE TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

DESIGN & MAKING
PRINCIPLES

SPECIALIST  TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/specification-at-a-glance


Atomic  s t ructure  and the  per iod ic  tab le
Bonding ,  s t ructure ,  and the  propert ies  o f  mat ter
Quant i ta t i ve  chemist ry
Chemica l  changes
Energy  changes
The ra te  and extent  o f  chemica l  change
Organ ic  chemist ry
Chemica l  ana lys i s
Chemist ry  o f  the  a tmosphere

Atomic  s t ructure  and the  per iod ic  tab le
Bonding ,  s t ructure ,  and the  propert ies  o f  mat ter
Quant i ta t i ve  chemist ry
Chemica l  changes
Energy  changes

The ra te  and extent  o f  chemica l  change
Organ ic  chemist ry
Chemica l  ana lys i s
Chemist ry  o f  the  a tmosphere

Exam Board  –   AQA GCSE Chemist ry  Tr ip le  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )

Why should students  study Chemistry?

The AQA GCSE Chemist ry  course  prov ides  the  foundat ions  for  understand ing  the  mater ia l  wor ld .  Sc ient i f i c
understand ing  i s  chang ing  our  l i ves  and i s  v i ta l  to  the  wor ld ’ s  fu ture  prosper i t y ,  and a l l  s tudents  shou ld  be
taught  essent ia l  aspects  o f  the  knowledge ,  methods ,  processes  and uses  o f  sc ience .  They  shou ld  be  he lped to
apprec ia te  how the  complex  and d iverse  phenomena of  the  natura l  wor ld  can  be  descr ibed in  terms o f  a  smal l
number  o f  key  ideas  re la t ing  to  the  sc iences  wh ich  are  both  in ter - l inked ,  and are  o f  un iversa l  app l i ca t ion .

What is  the course content?

Students  s tudy  the  fo l lowing  un i ts  over  the  two year  course :

How are students  assessed?

The AQA Chemist ry  course  cons is ts  o f  two externa l l y  examined papers :
Paper  1

Paper  2

Paper  1  and Paper  2  are  both  wr i t ten  examinat ions  o f  1  hour  and 45  minutes  and 100 marks .  Each  paper  makes
up 50% of  the  qua l i f i ca t ion .  S tudents  have  the  opt ion  to  take  Foundat ion  or  H igher  T ier .  The  examinat ions  are
a  mix ture  o f  d i f ferent  quest ion  s ty les ,  inc lud ing  mul t ip le -cho ice  quest ions ,  s t ructured ,  c losed short  answer  and
open response .

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Pract i ca l  work  i s  a t  the  hear t  o f  Chemist ry  and a l l  s tudents  are  expected to  have  carr ied  out  the  requ i red  pract i ca l  ac t i v i t ies .
S tudents  w i l l  deve lop  an  understand ing  o f  the  nature ,  processes  and methods  o f  b io logy  through d i f ferent  types  o f  sc ient i f i c
enqui r ies  that  he lp  them to  answer  sc ient i f i c  quest ions  about  the  wor ld  around them.  They  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  and learn  to
app ly  observat iona l ,  pract i ca l ,  mode l l ing ,  enqu i ry  and prob lem-so lv ing  sk i l l s ,  both  in  the  laboratory ,  in  the  f ie ld  and in  other
learn ing  env i ronments .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  be  g i ven  the  opportun i ty  to  eva luate  c la ims  based on chemist ry  through cr i t i ca l
ana lys i s  o f  the  methodology ,  ev idence  and conc lus ions ,  both  qua l i ta t i ve ly  and quant i ta t i ve ly .

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

GCSE Chemist ry  enab les  s tudents  to  progress  to  fur ther  and h igher  educat ion  courses  in  Chemist ry  and other  f ie lds  o f
sc ience .  Chemists  are  a  very  creat i ve  se lec t ion  o f  s tudents  whose  sk i l l s  in  communicat ion ,  ana lys i s ,  commerc ia l  awareness
and innovat ion  are  h igh ly  sought  a f ter  in  the  workp lace  away  f rom t rad i t iona l  chemis t ry  careers .  Law and bus iness
entrepreneurs  o f ten  have  a  background in  chemist ry  and i t  i s  for  th is  reason that  most  b ig  companies  w i l l  target  the i r
recru i tment  to  chemist ry  graduates .

CHEMISTRY

CORE TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

DESIGN & MAKING
PRINCIPLES

SPECIALIST  TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/specification-at-a-glance


Forces
Energy
Waves
E lect r i c i t y
Magnet ism and e lec t romagnet ism
Part i c le  mode l  o f  mat ter
Atomic  s t ructure
Space  phys ics

Forces
Energy
Waves
E lect r i c i t y

Magnet ism and e lec t romagnet ism
Part i c le  mode l  o f  mat ter
Atomic  s t ructure
Space  phys ics

Exam Board  –   AQA GCSE Phys ics  Tr ip le  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Physics?

The AQA GCSE Phys ics  course  prov ides  the  foundat ions  for  understand ing  the  mater ia l  wor ld .  Sc ient i f i c
understand ing  i s  chang ing  our  l i ves  and i s  v i ta l  to  the  wor ld ’ s  fu ture  prosper i t y ,  and a l l  s tudents  shou ld  be
taught  essent ia l  aspects  o f  the  knowledge ,  methods ,  processes  and uses  o f  sc ience .  They  shou ld  be  he lped to
apprec ia te  how the  complex  and d iverse  phenomena of  the  natura l  wor ld  can  be  descr ibed in  terms o f  a  smal l
number  o f  key  ideas  re la t ing  to  the  sc iences  wh ich  are  both  in ter - l inked ,  and are  o f  un iversa l  app l i ca t ion .  

What is  the course content?

Students  s tudy  the  fo l lowing  top ics  over  the  two year  course :

How are students  assessed?

The AQA Phys ics  course  cons is ts  o f  two externa l l y  examined papers :
Paper  1

Paper  2

Paper  1  and Paper  2  are  both  wr i t ten  examinat ions  o f  1  hour  and 45  minutes  and 100 marks .  Each  paper
makes  up 50% of  the  qua l i f i ca t ion .  S tudents  have  the  opt ion  to  take  Foundat ion  or  H igher  T ier .  The
examinat ions  are  a  mix ture  o f  d i f ferent  quest ion  s ty les ,  inc lud ing  mul t ip le -cho ice  quest ions ,  s t ructured ,
c losed short  answer  and open response .

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Pract i ca l  work  i s  a t  the  hear t  o f  phys ics  and a l l  s tudents  are  expected to  have  carr ied  out  the  requ i red
pract i ca l  ac t i v i t ies .  S tudents  w i l l  deve lop  an  understand ing  o f  the  nature ,  processes  and methods  o f  b io logy
through d i f ferent  types  o f  sc ient i f i c  enqu i r ies  that  he lp  them to  answer  sc ient i f i c  quest ions  about  the  wor ld
around them.  They  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  and learn  to  app ly  observat iona l ,  pract i ca l ,  mode l l ing ,  enqu i ry  and
prob lem-so lv ing  sk i l l s ,  both  in  the  laboratory ,  in  the  f ie ld  and in  other  learn ing  env i ronments .  S tudents  w i l l
a l so  be  g i ven  the  opportun i ty  to  eva luate  c la ims  based on phys ics  through cr i t i ca l  ana lys i s  o f  the
methodology ,  ev idence  and conc lus ions ,  both  qua l i ta t i ve ly  and quant i ta t i ve ly .  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

GCSE Phys ics  enab les  s tudents  to  progress  to  fur ther  and h igher  educat ion  courses  in  Phys ics  and other
f ie lds  o f  sc ience .  I t   deve lops  a  s tudent ’ s  ab i l i t y  to  th ink  log ica l l y  through prob lems and app ly  the i r  knowledge
to  a  w ide  range  o f  s i tuat ions .  Throughout  the  course  the  mathemat ica l  ab i l i t ies  o f  the  s tudents  are  great l y
enhanced a longs ide  the i r  un ique sense  o f  cur ios i t y .  As  a  resu l t  Phys ics  graduates  make  a  target  for  law and
f inance  companies .

PAPER EXAM

PHYS ICS

CORE TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

DESIGN & MAKING
PRINCIPLES

SPECIALIST  TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/specification-at-a-glance


OPTION SUBJECTS
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who would  benef i t  f rom add i t iona l  s tudy  t ime to  meet  the  requ i rements  o f  the i r  GCSE
programme
who are  s t i l l  l earn ing  the  Eng l i sh  language and therefore  may  not  be  adv ised  to  learn  a  fur ther
language
who have  spec i f i c  barr iers  to  learn ing
whose  leve l  o f  Eng l i sh  or  Maths  requ i res  conso l idat ion  for  s tudy  a t  th is  leve l

Entry  i s  a t  the  d iscret ion  o f  the  Inc lus ion  Team and i s  de l i vered by  sub ject  spec ia l i s ts  in  Maths
and Eng l i sh .
Parents  may  contact  us  i f  they  would  l i ke  to  d iscuss  th is  opt ion .  The  parents  o f  some s tudents
wi l l  be  contacted  d i rect l y  i f  teachers  and/or  the  Inc lus ion  Team recommend th is  opt ion  for  the i r
son/daughter .

Eng l i sh  and Maths  c lasswork  conso l idat ion  ( th is  may  a lso  inc lude  Sc ience  dependent  on  the
ind iv idua l )
Home learn ing  support
Eng l i sh  coursework  focus  sess ions
Rev is ion  sess ions

Reduces  pressure  on  s tudents
A l lows  s tudents  to  ga in  spec ia l i s t  support  in  core  sub ject  areas
Gives  s tudents  t ime to  catch  up on coursework
A l lows  s tudents  to  undertake  superv ised  and supported  rev is ion
Supports  w i th  s tudents  ach iev ing  the i r  potent ia l  in  o ther  sub ject  areas

Inv i ta t ion  Only  Course  -  Add i t iona l  S tud ies  

Course Descr ipt ion

Th is  opt ion  does  not  lead  to  a  GCSE qua l i f i ca t ion ,  but  i s  des igned to  g i ve  s tudents  the  ext ra
support  needed to  ach ieve  the i r  potent ia l  in  the  core  GCSE sub jects .

Th is  opt ion  i s  in tended for  those  s tudents  who may  f ind  a  fu l l  GCSE programme cha l leng ing  a t  th is
s tage .  Reasons  for  th is  vary  and cou ld  inc lude  s tudents :

 

Entry  Requirements

The content  o f  the  programme var ies  accord ing  to  spec i f i c  ind iv idua l  needs ,  i t  inc ludes :

What are  the benef its  of  taking the Addit ional  Studies  Route?  

ADDIT IONAL  STUDIES
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Abi l i t y  to  communicate  c lear l y ,  accurate ly ,  and e f fec t i ve ly  in  wr i t ing
Ab i l i t y  to  use  a  w ide  range  o f  vocabu lary ,  correct  grammar ,  spe l l ing  and punctuat ion
Persona l  s ty le  and awareness  o f  the  aud ience  to  be  addressed .

Quest ion  1  (25  marks ) .  Th is  quest ion  i s  d iv ided in to  a  ser ies  o f  sub-quest ions  requ i r ing  answers  o f
d i f ferent  lengths .  The  sub-quest ions  are  based on Passage  1  and tes t  read ing  ob ject i ves  (20  marks ) .
Quest ion  2  (25  marks ) .  Cand idates  wr i te  a  summary  o f  200–250 words  based on Passage  1  and Passage  2 .

Sect ion  1  –  D iscuss ion  and Argument  (25  marks ) .  Four  argumentat i ve/d iscurs ive  t i t les  are  set ,  f rom which
cand idates  choose  one .  
Sect ion  2  –  Descr ip t ion  and Narrat ion  (25  marks ) .  Four  t i t les  are  set  ( two descr ip t i ve  and two narrat i ve ) ,
f rom which  cand idates  choose  one .

Exam Board  –   Cambr idge  O Leve l  Arab ic  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )
                      Cambr idge  F i rs t  Language Arab ic  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Arabic  A  (O Level  or  F irst  Language)?

Learn ing  Arab ic  g i ves  s tudents  l i fe long  sk i l l s  inc lud ing :

S tudents  are  a lso  encouraged to  read w ide ly ,  both  for  the i r  en joyment  and to  increase  the i r  awareness  o f  one
of  the  ways  in  wh ich  language can  be  used .  Learn ing  Arab ic  a l so  deve lops  a  more  genera l  ana lys i s  and
communicat ion  sk i l l  such  as  synthes is ,  in ference ,  and the  ab i l i t y  to  order  fac ts  and present  op in ions
ef fec t i ve ly .

What is  the course content  and how are students  assessed?

O Level  Arabic   

Paper  1  -  Composit ion (1  hour  30  minutes)  consists  of  two sect ions  -
Sect ion A  -  the  s tudent  chooses  one wr i t ten  form f rom (Let ter  -  Report  -  D ia logue)  w i th in  120 words .
Sect ion B  -  200  words  o f  one  top ic  o f  the  top ics  presented (descr ip t ion  o f  a  p lace  -  te l l ing  a  s tory ) .

Paper  1  
Sect ion A  –  15  marks  one compos i t ion  o f  about  120 words  f rom a  cho ice  o f  three  top ics .  
Sect ion B  –  30  marks  one essay  o f  about  200 words  f rom a  cho ice  o f  four  top ics .
Weight ing :  45% of  to ta l  marks .

Paper  2  -  Translat ion and Reading Comprehension (  1  hour  30  minutes)  consists  of  two sect ions:
Sect ion A  -  T rans la t ion  f rom Arab ic  to  Eng l i sh  and another  text  f rom Eng l i sh  to  Arab ic .
Sect ion B  -  Read ing  comprehens ion  in  Arab ic ,  and then answer ing  quest ions  w i th  the  s tudent ' s  vocabu lary
that  expresses  the i r  understand ing .  

Paper  2   
Sect ion A  –  30  marks  two t rans la t ions ,  one  f rom Arab ic  in to  Eng l i sh  and one f rom Eng l i sh  in to  Arab ic .  
Sect ion B  –  25  marks  open-ended comprehens ion  quest ions  on  one set  passage .  
Weight ing :  55% of  to ta l  mark

First  Language Arabic

Paper  1  -  Reading (2  Hours)
The s tudent  reads  two texts  and then answers  the  quest ions .  They  must  take  in to  account  the  correct  spe l l ing
and l ingu is t i c  wr i t ing .  They  are  then asked to  summar ise  the  most  important  ideas  in  the  two texts  w i th in  the
range  o f  200 -  250  words .
Paper  2  -  Writ ing  (2  Hours)  
I t  i s  more  than one top ic  that  needs  to  be  d iscussed and expressed .  The  s tudent  se lec ts  two top ics  f rom them
and wr i tes  about  350-500 words  about  each .

Paper  1  -  Reading  

Paper  2  -  Writ ing

ARABIC  A  -  O  LEVEL /  
F IRST  LANGUAGE

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/557145-2022-2023-syllabus.pdf
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/556901-2022-2023-syllabus.pdf


Exam Board  –   Cambr idge  O Leve l  Arab ic  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )
                      Cambr idge  F i rs t  Language Arab ic  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

The courses  o f fer  cand idates  the  opportun i ty  to  respond knowledgeab ly  to  a  r i ch  array  o f  read ing  passages .
Cand idates  w i l l  use  some of  these  passages  to  in form and insp i re  the i r  own wr i t ing ,  and wr i te  in  a  range  o f
text  t ypes  for  d i f ferent  aud iences .  The  passages  cover  a  range  o f  genres  and types ,  inc lud ing  f i c t ion  and
non- f i c t ion ,  and may  a lso  inc lude  other  forms o f  wr i t ing ,  such  as  essays ,  rev iews  and ar t i c les .  Cand idates  are
encouraged to  become apprec ia t i ve  and cr i t i ca l  readers  and wr i ters  in  Arab ic .  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Th is  course  w i l l  prov ide  an  exce l lent  foundat ion  for  any  degree ,  wh i le  Arab ic  i s  a  good add i t ion  to  any  fu ture
job ,  espec ia l l y  for  media  and journa l i sm.

ARABIC  A  -  O  LEVEL /  
F IRST  LANGUAGE (CONT . )
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Meet  peop le  f rom d i f ferent  countr ies  and f ind  out  more  about  them 
Learn  many  sk i l l s  wh ich  are  usefu l  in  a  w ide  range  o f  careers ,  such  as  the  ab i l i t y  to  communicate  c lear l y ,
be  conf ident  about  speak ing  in  pub l i c ,  use  prob lem so lv ing  s t ra teg ies  and wr i te  coherent l y  
Add an  in ternat iona l  d imens ion  to  your  cho ice  o f  GCSE sub jects ,  wh ich  i s  someth ing  many  employers  and
h igher  educat ion  prov iders  want  
Have  greater  opportun i t ies  to  work  and/or  s tudy  abroad ,  or  work  for  companies  in  the  UK w i th
internat iona l  l inks  
D iscuss  your  in terests ,  ideas  and op in ions  w i th  other  peop le  who speak  the  language 
Learn  more  about  countr ies  where  the  language i s  spoken ,  and the  people  who speak  i t .

The  tasks  must  be  conducted in  the  fo l lowing  order :  ro le  p lay ,  p ic ture-based task  and conversat ion .
The  tota l  examinat ion  w i l l  l as t  between 7  to  9  minutes .
Cand idates  must  be  a l lowed 12  minutes ’  preparat ion  t ime under  superv ised  cond i t ions  to  prepare  for  the
ro le  p lay  and the  p ic ture-based task .
The  preparat ion  t ime must  be  immediate ly  before  the  examinat ion  t ime.
The  preparat ion  t ime must  be  used on ly  to  s tudy  the  s t imul i  prov ided .  I t  i s  not  to  be  used to  prepare  for
the  conversat ion  (Task  3 ) .
Cand idates  can  make notes  o f  up  to  a  max imum of  one  s ide  o f  A4  paper  to  cover  both

Exam Board  –   Pearson Edexce l  Arab ic  B/  Arab ic  as  Second Language (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )

Why should students  study Arabic  B  (GCSE Arabic  B/  Arabic  as  Second Language)?

Learn ing  languages  a l lows  you to :  

What is  the course content  and how are students  assessed?

Paper  1  -  L istening and Understanding in  Arabic  (Foundation Tier)  
Students  shou ld  answer  a l l  quest ions  in  sect ions  A  and B .  A l l  quest ions  in  Sect ion  A  are  set  in  Eng l i sh .  A l l
quest ions  in  Sect ion  B  are  set  in  Arab ic .  A l l  answers  are  in  the  spaces  prov ided -  to ta l  o f  50  marks .

Paper  2  -  Speaking in  Arabic  (Foundation Tier)  
The examinat ion  i s  made up o f  three  tasks .  

Paper  3  -  Reading and Understanding in  Arabic  (Foundation Tier)  
Sect ion  A  -  28  marks
Sect ion  B  -  15  marks  
Sect ion  C  -  7  marks
Tota l  o f  50  marks .

Paper  4  -  Writ ing  in  Arabic  (Foundation Tier)  
Sect ion  A  -  28  marks
Sect ion  B  -  15  marks  
Sect ion  C  -  7  marks
Tota l  o f  50  marks .

ARABIC  B  -  ARAB IC  AS  
SECOND LANGUAGE
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The tasks  must  be  conducted in  the  fo l lowing  order :  ro le  p lay ,  p ic ture-based task  and conversat ion .
The  tota l  examinat ion  w i l l  l as t  between 7  -  9  minutes .
Cand idates  must  be  a l lowed 12  minutes ’  preparat ion  t ime under  superv ised  cond i t ions  to  prepare  for  the
ro le  p lay  and the  p ic ture-based task .
The  preparat ion  t ime must  be  immediate ly  before  the  examinat ion  t ime.
The  preparat ion  t ime must  be  used on ly  to  s tudy  the  s t imul i  prov ided .  I t  i s  not  to  be  used to  prepare  for
the  conversat ion  (Task  3 ) .
Cand idates  can  make notes  o f  up  to  a  max imum of  one  s ide  o f  A4  paper  to  cover  both

Add an  ext ra  d imens ion  to  your  persona l  sk i l l s  prof i le  wh ich  w i l l  impress  anyone who reads  your  CV  
Be  in  a  s t ronger  pos i t ion  to  get  a  job  in  companies  w i th  in ternat iona l  l inks  or  improve  employab i l i t y  i f  you
would  l i ke  to  work  abroad 
Be  ab le  to  work  or  s tudy  in  a  Arab ic -speak ing  country  in  la ter  l i fe  
Be  ab le  to  s tudy  Post  16  Arab ic  courses  to  fur ther  your  knowledge o f  the  language and cu l ture  
F ind  i t  eas ier  to  learn  other  languages  la ter  i f  you  want  to  

Exam Board  –   Pearson Edexce l  Arab ic  B/  Arab ic  as  Second Language (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )

What is  the course content  and how are students  assessed (continued)?

Paper  1  -  L istening and understanding in  Arabic  (Higher  T ier)   
Students  shou ld  answer  a l l  quest ions  in  sect ions  A  and B .  A l l  quest ions  in  Sect ion  A  are  set  in  Eng l i sh .  A l l
quest ions  in  Sect ion  B  are  set  in  Arab ic .  A l l  answers  are  in  the  spaces  prov ided-  Tota l  o f  50  marks .

Paper  2  -  Speaking in  Arabic  (Higher  T ier)  
The examinat ion  i s  made up o f  three  tasks .

Paper  3  -  Reading and Understanding in  Arabic  (Higher  T ier)  
Sect ion  A  -  28  marks
Sect ion  B  -  15  marks  
Sect ion  C  -  7  marks
Tota l  o f  50  mark

Paper  4  -  Writ ing  in  Arabic  (Higher  T ier)  
Sect ion  A  -  28  marks
Sect ion  B  -  15  marks  
Sect ion  C  -  7  marks
Tota l  o f  50  mark

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

People  w i th  language sk i l l s  and knowledge usua l l y  have  an  advantage  over  peop le  w i thout  them.  They  s tand
out  as  ta lented and success fu l  peop le ,  w i th  broad and exc i t ing  hor izons .  Tak ing  GCSE Arab ic  means  you w i l l :  

What careers/  degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Learn ing  Arab ic  language  sk i l l s  w i l l  open career  opportun i t ies  in  t rans la t ion ,  in terpretat ion ,  pub l i c  po l i cy ,
economic  deve lopment ,  in ternat iona l  re la t ions ,  journa l i sm,  soc ia l  work ,  human r ights ,  immigrant  advocacy ,
bus iness  and educat ion .

ARABIC  B  -  ARAB IC  AS  
SECOND LANGUAGE
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Al low you to  express  yourse l f  c reat i ve ly .
Put  emphas is  on  the  va lue  o f  content ,  wh ich  he lps  s tudents  understand “qua l i t y ”  as  a  key  va lue .
Bu i ld  prob lem-so lv ing  sk i l l s .
Make  us  th ink  and see  in  a  way  that  everyday  rea l i t y  cannot .
Boost  your  conf idence  and se l f -es teem.
Boost  l i teracy  sk i l l s .
He lp  you to  descr ibe  th ings  in  deta i l  and exp lore  the  use  o f  words  to  bet ter  descr ibe  th ings .
F lex  your  “bra in  musc le ! ”
G ive  you a  sense  o f  accompl i shment .
G ive  you ,  Cr i t i ca l  th ink ing ;  Prob lem so lv ing ;  Teamwork ;  In formed percept ion ;  To lerat ing  ambigu i ty ;  and
Apprec ia t ing  d i f ferent  cu l tures .  
Be  a  creat i ve  out le t  f rom more  academic  sub jects  you may  choose .

Exam Board  –   Edexce l  Ar t ,  Cra f t  &  Des ign  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Art ,  Craft  & Design?

Art  enhances  f ine  motor  sk i l l s ,  hand-eye  coord inat ion ,  prob lem so lv ing  sk i l l s ,  l a tera l  th ink ing ,  complex
ana lys is  and cr i t i ca l  th ink ing  sk i l l s .  No mat ter  what  career  you choose ,  those  who can  arrange ,  present  and
disp lay  mater ia l  in  a  way  that  i s  aesthet ica l l y  p leas ing  have  an  advantage .  Ar t  i s  v i ta l  for  today ’ s  wor ld
inc lud ing  the  ab i l i t y  to  a l locate  resources ;  to  work  success fu l l y  w i th  others ;  to  f ind ,  ana lyse ,  and communicate
in format ion ;  to  operate  increas ing ly  complex  sys tems of  seeming ly  unre la ted  par ts ;  and ,  f ina l l y ,  to  use
technology .  Learn ing  i s  an  act ion  process ,  and the  ar ts  a l low s tudents  to  take  act ion ,  to  do  th ings ,  to  make
mistakes ,  to  exp lore  and search  for  answers .  No other  educat iona l  medium of fers  the  same k ind  o f
opportun i ty .

What is  the course content?

GCSE Ar t  and Des ign  i s  one  o f  the  few sub jects  that  a l low s tudents  a  degree  o f  autonomy over  the i r  work .
Once  g iven  the  sk i l l s  and tutor ing  throughout  Year  10 ,  s tudents  can  then make dec is ions  about  the  d i rect ion
of  the i r  own work  in  Year  11  in  read iness  for  component  2 ,  mak ing  in formed cho ices .  I t  i s  not  uncommon at
GCSE to  see  s tudents  work ing  on  a  s imi lar  pro ject  but  w i th  complete ly  d i f ferent  and ind iv idua l  outcomes .
Creat ing  autonomous learners  i s  one  o f  the  key  a ims  o f  the  Ar t  depar tment  a t  GEMS Wel l ington In ternat iona l
Schoo l .  

How are students  assessed?

GCSE Ar t  and Des ign  fo l lows  the  Edexce l  sy l labus .  The  course  i s  set  in to  two components  o f  work ;  Component
One i s  in terna l l y  set  and Component  Two i s  set  by  the  exam board .  Throughout  Year  10  and 11  s tudents  are
taught  a  w ide  var ie ty  o f  techn iques  and processes  and in t roduced to  a  var ie ty  o f  ar t i s ts ,  des igners  and
cu l tures .  In  the  second term of  Year  11  s tudents  w i l l  s tar t  the i r  externa l l y  set  ass ignment .  Th is  w i l l  conc lude
wi th  a  ten  hour  exam where  s tudents  w i l l  produce  a  f ina l  examinat ion  p iece ,  tak ing  2  days  o f  t imetab le  to
complete .

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

I f  you  w ish  to  pursue  an  educat iona l  and profess iona l  career  in  the  Creat i ve  Ar ts  Industr ies ,  Ar t  and Des ign  a t
WIS  o f fers  the  IB  D ip loma Programme in  V isua l  Ar ts .  Some of  the  courses  and career  opportun i t ies  our
s tudents  have  taken at  un ivers i t y  inc lude :  Adver t i s ing  Ar t  D i rector ,  An imator ,  Arch i tec t ,  Ar t  Ed i tor ,  Ar t
Exh ib i t ion  Organ iser -  curator ,  Ar t  Therap is t ,  CAD Draughts  person ,  Car tographer ,  Car toon is t ,  Computer  Games
Des igner ,  Jewe ler ,  Graph ic  Des igner ,  I l lus t ra tor ,  In ter ior  Des igner ,  In ternet /  Web profess iona l ,  Landscape
Arch i tec t ,  Make-up Ar t i s t ,  Medica l  I l lus t ra tor ,  Medica l  Photographer ,  Mode l  Maker ,  Mul t imedia  Des igner ,
Ga l lery  Curator ,  Photographer ,  Product  Des igner ,  Ta i lor /dressmaker ,  Techn ica l  I l lus t ra tor .

ART  &  DES IGN

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.html
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Planet  Ear th
The lunar  d isc
The Ear th-Moon-Sun sys tem
Time and the  Ear th-Moon-Sun cyc les
So lar  Sys tem observat ion
Ce lest ia l  observat ion
Ear ly  mode ls  o f  the  So lar  Sys tem
Planetary  mot ion  and grav i ty
Exp lor ing  the  Moon
Solar  as t ronomy
Exp lor ing  the  So lar  Sys tem
Format ion  o f  p lanetary  sys tems
Exp lor ing  s tar l i ght
Ste l la r  evo lut ion
Our  p lace  in  the  Ga laxy
Cosmology

P lanet  Ear th
The lunar  d isc
The Ear th-Moon-Sun sys tem
Time and the  Ear th-Moon-Sun cyc les
So lar  Sys tem observat ion
Ce lest ia l  observat ion
Ear ly  mode ls  o f  the  So lar  Sys tem
Planetary  mot ion  and grav i ty

Exp lor ing  the  Moon
Solar  as t ronomy
Exp lor ing  the  So lar  Sys tem
Format ion  o f  p lanetary  sys tems
Exp lor ing  s tar l i ght
Ste l la r  evo lut ion
Our  p lace  in  the  Ga laxy
Cosmology

Exam Board  –   Edexce l  GCSE Ast ronomy (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Invitat ion Only  Course

Why should students  study Astronomy?

The Edexce l  GCSE Ast ronomy course  w i l l  enab le  s tudents  to  understand our  pos i t ion  in  the  Un iverse ,  the
movements  o f  p lanets  and s tars ,  the  cyc les  in  the  n ight  and dayt ime sky ,  and the  way  in  wh ich  we use
technology  to  observe  and in teract  w i th  space .  S tudents  w i l l  fo l low an  incred ib le  s tory  o f  how sc ient i s ts ,  f rom
anc ient  c i v i l i sa t ions  to  the  modern  day ,  have  used the i r  imag inat ion  and care fu l l y  recorded v i sua l
measurement  to  exp lore  the  Un iverse  in  wh ich  we l i ve .  

What is  the course content?

Students  s tudy  the  fo l lowing  top ics  over  the  two year  course :

How are students  assessed?

The Edexce l  As t ronomy course  cons is ts  o f  two externa l l y  examined papers .  
Paper  1 :  Naked-eye Astronomy

Paper  2 :  Telescopic  Astronomy

Paper  1  and Paper  2  are  both  wr i t ten  examinat ions  o f  1  hour  and 45  minutes  and 100 marks .  Each  paper
makes  up 50% of  the  qua l i f i ca t ion .  The  examinat ions  are  a  mix ture  o f  d i f ferent  quest ion  s ty les ,  inc lud ing
mul t ip le -cho ice  quest ions ,  shor t -answer  quest ions ,  ca lcu la t ions ,  graph ica l  and extended-open-response
quest ions .

ASTRONOMY

CORE TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

DESIGN & MAKING
PRINCIPLES

SPECIALIST  TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/astronomy-2017.html


Exam Board  –   Edexce l  GCSE Ast ronomy (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Invitat ion Only  Course

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Students  w i l l  app ly  observat iona l ,  enqu i ry  and prob lem-so lv ing  sk i l l s ,  through the  use  o f
in format ion  f rom a ided and una ided ast ronomica l  observat ions ;  and use  these  sk i l l s  to  eva luate
observat ions  and methodolog ies .  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

GCSE Astronomy enab les  s tudents  to  progress  to  fur ther  and h igher  educat ion  courses  in  the  f ie lds
of  as t ronomy or  phys ics .  I t  a l so  prov ides  s tudents  w i th  va luab le  sk i l l s  that  are  t rans ferab le  to
other  sub ject  areas  and career  paths .  As  we l l  as  br idg ing  the  gap between phys ics ,  chemis t ry ,
computer  sc ience ,  eng ineer ing  and maths ,  GCSE Ast ronomy can teach  s tudents  key  observat iona l
sk i l l s ,  pat ience  and an  understand ing  o f  the  w ider  un iverse .  These  sk i l l s  w i l l  be  usefu l  in  many
other  careers  inc lud ing  law ,  medic ine ,  h is tory  and ar t .

     

ASTRONOMY (CONT . )

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/astronomy-2017.html


Bus iness  Purposes
Bus iness  Organ isat ions
F inanc ia l  Forecast ing  in  Bus iness
People  in  Bus iness
Bus iness  Enterpr ise

Exam Board  –   Pearson Edexce l  Bus iness   (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )   

Why should students  study BTEC Business?  

The In ternat iona l  BTEC Leve l  2  Extended Cer t i f i ca te  covers  a  range  o f  pract i ca l  aspects  o f  the  bus iness
env i ronment  industry .  You w i l l  l earn  to  ba lance  numbers  w i th  human va lues ;  understand b ig  bus iness ,  smal l
bus iness ,  and entrepreneursh ip ;  and cons ider  the  re la t ionsh ip  between bus iness  and the  communi ty .  You w i l l
l earn  how to  th ink  s t ra teg ica l l y  and act  respons ib ly ,  so lve  prob lems in  teams and pursue  your  ind iv idua l
dreams ,  make  and present  a  so l id  bus iness  case  and app ly  your  knowledge in  a  work ing  env i ronment  and in
your  da i l y  l i fe .  I t  w i l l  prov ide  you w i th  s t rong  grounding  for  a  career  in  the  bus iness  env i ronment  or  indeed
for  fur ther  s tudy .

What is  the course content?

The course  content  covers  5  modules  equat ing  to  30  cred i ts ,  equ iva lent  to  2  GCSEs .  The  modules  covered
inc lude :

How are students  assessed?

The assessment  i s  100% coursework  based .  There  are  no  examined un i ts .  For  each  un i t ,  s tudents  w i l l
complete  ass ignments  l inked to  a  rea l  l i fe  bus iness  scenar io ,  and which  w i l l  requ i re  s tudents  to  app ly
bus iness  theory  and concepts  to  the  s i tuat ion .  Grades  o f  pass ,  mer i t ,  d i s t inc t ion  and d is t inc t ion*  can  be
awarded for  the  qua l i f i ca t ion  overa l l .  

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Students  w i l l  not  on ly  deve lop  the i r  knowledge and understand ing  o f  how bus iness  organ isat ions  are  formed
and run but  a l so  deve lop  an  array  o f  bus iness  sk i l l s  inc lud ing :  communicat ion ,  organ isat ion ,  prob lem-so lv ing ,
meet ing  dead l ines ,  teamwork  and co l laborat ion .  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Students  can  progress  onto  the  IB  D ip loma pathway  or  the  IB  Career - re la ted  programme in  Bus iness ,  i f  they
are  cer ta in  about  hav ing  a  career  in  the  bus iness  sector .  The  IBCP w i l l  inc lude  the  complet ion  o f  a  Leve l  3
BTEC qua l i f i ca t ion  a longs ide  two IBDP sub jects  o f  the i r  cho ice .  The  BTEC qua l i f i ca t ion  i s  we l l  recogn ised by
un ivers i t ies  f rom around the  wor ld .  
       

PAPER EXAM

BTEC BUS INESS  STUDIES

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552/specification-at-a-glance


Video Product ion
Audio  Product ion
Pr int  Product ion
Interact i ve  Media  Product ion
Photography  Techn iques
An imat ion  Techn iques
Dig i ta l  Graph ics  for  In teract i ve
Pr int -based Media
Adver t i s ing  Product ion
Wr i t ing  for  the  Creat i ve  Media

Th is  qua l i f i ca t ion  i s  in terna l l y  assessed .  A l l  un i ts  are  assessed throughout  the  course .  
Un i t  grad ing  in format ion :  Pass/Mer i t /D is t inc t ion  
Overa l l  qua l i f i ca t ion  grad ing  in format ion  Pass/Mer i t /D is t inc t ion/D is t inc t ion*

Deve lop  the  fundamenta l  research  sk i l l s  wh ich  under l ie  a l l  media  product ion
Gain  a  bas ic  understand ing  o f  employment  opportun i t ies ,  job  requ i rements ,  and work ing  pract i ces  in  the
media  sector
Deve lop  an  understand ing  o f  how media  products  are  constructed  for  spec i f i c  aud iences  or  markets

Adver t i s ing  
Market ing  and Communicat ion  
F i lm Product ion
Animat ion  
Copywr i ter
Ed i tor
Soc ia l  Media  Manager

Exam Board  –  Pearson BTEC Creat i ve  Media  Product ion  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )

Why should students '  study BTEC Creative  Media  Production?

BTEC Media  i s  a  qua l i f i ca t ion  that  enab les  learners  to  progress  to  fur ther  educat ion  or  employment  and make
in formed cho ices  w i th  regard  to  a  career  in  the  creat i ve  media  sector .  They  w i l l  a l so  have  deve loped media
techno logy  sk i l l s  that  may  be  app l i cab le  in  other  work  s i tuat ions  or  w i l l  be  ab le  to  progress  to  Leve l  3
qua l i f i ca t ions  in  other  sectors  ( for  example ,  in  Ar t  and Des ign  or  Mus ic ) .
 
What is  the course content?

How are students  assessed?

 
What  ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

The mandatory  un i ts  prov ide  learners  w i th  the  opportun i ty  to :

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

       

PAPER EXAM

BTEC CREAT IVE  MEDIA
PRODUCT ION

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-international-level-2/creative-media-production.html


Learners  are  ab le  to  understand the  concept  o f  the  t rave l  and tour ism sector
Learners  are  ab le  to  know the  ro les  and in terre la t ionsh ips  o f  organ isat ions  w i th in  a  country ’ s  t rave l  and
tour ism sector

Learners  are  ab le  to  ident i f y  and locate  s ign i f i cant  features  and major  dest inat ions  o f  the  wor ld
Learners  are  ab le  to  ident i f y  wor ld  c l imat ic  cond i t ions  a f fec t ing  t rave l  to  wor ldwide  dest inat ions
Learners  are  ab le  to  understand the  e f fec t  o f  wor ldwide  t ime on t rave lers

Learners  are  ab le  to  locate  wor ldwide  dest inat ions  for  d i f ferent  types  o f  ho l idays
Learners  are  ab le  to  se lec t  wor ldwide  dest inat ions  to  meet  customer  needs  
Learners  know fac tors  wh ich  impact  on  t rave l  to  wor ldwide  dest inat ions

Exam Board  –  Pearson Trave l  and Tour ism -  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Travel  and Tourism?

Near ly  1  in  10  jobs  around the  wor ld  are  l inked to  tour ism.  In  Duba i ,  we  are  very  aware  o f  jus t  how important
tour ism is  to  the  economy.  S tudy ing  Trave l  and Tour ism wi l l  he lp  to  prov ide  you w i th  a  greater  awareness  o f
the  jobs  l inked to  the  tour ism industry  and the  impacts  o f  th is  sector ,  both  the  good and the  bad .  The  course
wi l l  a l so  prov ide  s tudents  w i th  a  greater  awareness  o f  p laces  around the  wor ld  and what  d i f ferent  reg ions  can
of fer  tour is ts .  For  those  s tudents  who have  a  pass ion  for  t rave l l ing ,  th is  cou ld  be  the  per fect  course  for  them.   

What is  the course content  and how are students  assessed?

The course  i s  100% coursework  based and w i th  no  examinat ion .  S tudents  can  ga in  e i ther  a  Pass ,  Mer i t  or
D is t inc t ion  upon success fu l  complet ion  o f  the  course .  S tudents  w i l l  be  requ i red  to  submit  a  number  o f
ass ignments  throughout  the  two-year  course .  A  tota l  o f  3  d i f ferent  un i ts  w i l l  be  s tud ied  by  s tudents .

Unit  1 :  The Travel  and Tourism Sector

Unit  3 :  Understanding the Nature and Effects  of  World  Travel

Unit  8 :  Worldwide Hol iday Dest inations

 
What  ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Students  w i l l  deve lop  sk i l l s  in  IT ,  presentat ions ,  organ isat ion ,  numeracy  and l i teracy ,  communicat ions ,
research  and pro ject  management ,  p lus  a  greater  apprec ia t ion  and understand ing  o f  the  wor ld .

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Students  w i l l  be  we l l  pos i t ioned to  ga in  a  job  in  the  t rave l  and tour ism sector .  Jobs  inc lude ,  though are  not
l imi ted  to ,  t rave l  agents ,  hote l  managers ,  government  adv isors  and ro les  in  events  management .  Degrees
l inked to  the  course  can  inc lude  hosp i ta l i t y  and event  management ,  media  and tour ism,  tour ism and
susta inab i l i t y ,  the  la t ter  i s  ev ident l y  ga in ing  prest ige  and i s  increas ing  in  terms o f  job  opportun i ty .   
       

PAPER EXAM

BTEC TRAVEL  AND TOURISM
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understand d i f ferent  forms o f  bus iness  organ isat ions
learn  about  the  env i ronments  in  wh ich  bus inesses  operate
learn  about  d i f ferent  bus iness  funct ions  such  as  market ing ,  operat ions  and f inance  
apprec ia te  the  ro le  o f  peop le  in  bus iness  success

the  ab i l i t y  to  ca lcu la te  and in terpret  bus iness  data
communicat ion  sk i l l s  needed to  support  arguments  w i th  reasons
the  ab i l i t y  to  ana lyse  bus iness  s i tuat ions  and reach  dec is ions  or  judgements

Bus iness  ac t i v i t y
C lass i f i ca t ion  o f  bus inesses
enterpr ise ,  bus iness  growth  & s i ze  
Types  o f  bus iness  organ isat ion
Bus iness  ob ject i ves  and s takeho lder  ob ject i ves  

Mot ivat ing  workers
Organ isat ion  and management
Recru i tment ,  se lec t ion  and t ra in ing  o f  workers
Interna l  and externa l  communicat ion  

Market ing ,  compet i t ion  and the  customer
Market  research  
Market ing  mix/market ing  s t ra tegy

Product ion  o f  goods  and serv ices
Costs ,  sca le  o f  product ion  and break-even ana lys i s
Ach iev ing  qua l i t y  product ion
Locat ion  dec is ions

Bus iness  f inance ;  needs  and sources  
Cash- f low forecast ing  and work ing  cap i ta l  
Income s ta tements  
Ba lance  sheets /Ana lys is  o f  Accounts  

Government  economic  ob ject i ves  and po l i c ies
Env i ronmenta l  and eth ica l  i ssues  
Bus iness  and the  in ternat iona l  economy 

Exam Board  –  Cambr idge  iGCSE Bus iness  S tud ies  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )

Why should students  study Business  Studies  at  IGCSE?  

The Cambr idge  IGCSE Bus iness  S tud ies  course  prov ides  s tudents  w i th  an  understand ing  o f  bus iness  concepts
and techn iques  across  a  range  o f  d i f ferent  types  o f  bus inesses .  
S tudents  w i l l  be  ab le  to :

They  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  the  fo l lowing  l i fe long  sk i l l s :

What is  the course content?

The course  compr ises  o f  6  sect ions ;  Year  10  s tudents  w i l l  s tudy  un i ts  1 ,  3  and 5  and in  Year  11  they  w i l l
s tudy ;  un i ts  2 ,  4  and 6 .  

Sect ion  1  -  Understand ing  bus iness  ac t i v i t y  

Sect ion  2  -  Peop le  in  bus iness

Sect ion  3  -  Market ing

Sect ion  4  -  Operat ions  Management

Sect ion  5  -  F inanc ia l  in format ion  and dec is ions  

Sect ion  6  -  Ex terna l  in f luences  on  bus iness  ac t i v i t y  

        

PAPER EXAM

BUSINESS  STUDIES

CORE TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

DESIGN & MAKING
PRINCIPLES

SPECIALIST  TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/596930-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf


Weight ing  -  50%
4 short  bus iness  case  s tud ies
Structured quest ions

Weight ing  -  50%
1 longer  case  s tudy
Structured essay  quest ions

Develop in-depth knowledge and understanding
Understand how a  bus iness  works
Understand the  key  funct iona l  areas  in  a  bus iness
Ab le  to  app ly  theory  to  rea l  l i fe  bus iness  case  s tud ies

Ski l ls  Development
Deve lop key  t rans ferab le  sk i l l s  that  can  be  app l ied  to  other  sub jects  and the  way  you approach l i fe
outs ide  o f  schoo l .

IB  
IB  D ip loma Programme
IB Career  Re la ted  Programme Leve l  3 ;  Leve l  3  In ternat iona l  BTEC Qua l i f i ca t ion  a longs ide  2/3  IB  D ip loma
Subjects

Higher  Education  
Any  number  o f  Bus iness  Re la ted  Degrees  

Business  Related Careers
Human Resource  Management  
Operat ions/Log is t i cs
Market ing
Account ing  & F inance  
In ternat iona l  Bus iness  

Exam Board  –  Cambr idge  iGCSE Bus iness  S tud ies  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )

How are students  assessed?

The f ina l  assessment  i s  two exam papers ,  paper  1  &  paper  2  wh ich  are  out l ined be low:

Paper  1  -  80  marks ,  90  minutes  

Paper  2  -  80  marks ,  90  minutes

 
What  ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Future Pathways 

        PAPER EXAM

BUSINESS  STUDIES  (CONT . )
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Data  representat ion  
Data  t ransmiss ion  
Hardware  
Sof tware  
The  in ternet  and i t s  uses  
Automated and emerg ing  techno log ies  

A lgor i thm des ign  and prob lem-so lv ing
Programming  
Databases  
Boo lean log ic

Paper  1  –  Computer  Sys tems (50%)
Paper  2  –  A lgor i thms ,  Programming  and Log ic  (50%)

Conf ident  -  us ing  techn ica l  l anguage  to  communicate  the i r  knowledge and understand ing  
Respons ib le  -  work ing  sys temat ica l l y ,  sa fe ly  and secure ly  when us ing  techno logy  
Ref lec t i ve  -  learn ing  f rom the i r  exper iences  when creat ing  programs and us ing  techno logy ;  understand ing
how techno logy  impacts  soc ie ty  
Innovat i ve  -  so lv ing  unfami l ia r  prob lems and des ign ing  computer  programs creat i ve ly  and independent ly  
Engaged -  keen to  deve lop  computer  sc ience  sk i l l s  and fur ther  the i r  understand ing  o f  deve lopments  in  the
use  o f  techno logy .

Database  Admin is t ra tor
Data  Sc ient i s t
In format ion  Secur i t y  Ana lys t
Robot ics
Database  Admin is t ra tor
Sof tware  Deve loper
Computer  Sys tems Ana lys t
Computer  Hardware  Eng ineer
Computer  Network  Arch i tec t
Ar t i f i c ia l  In te l l i gence  and Mach ine  Learn ing
Web Deve loper       

Exam Board  –   IGCSE Cambr idge  Computer  Sc ience  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Computer  Sc ience?

Cambr idge  IGCSE Computer  Sc ience  he lps  learners  deve lop  an  in terest  in  computat iona l  th ink ing  and an
understand ing  o f  the  pr inc ip les  o f  prob lem-so lv ing  us ing  computers .  They  app ly  th is  understand ing  to  create
computer -based so lut ions  to  prob lems us ing  a lgor i thms and a  h igh- leve l  programming  language .  Learners  a lso
deve lop  a  range  o f  techn ica l  sk i l l s ,  and the  ab i l i t y  to  e f fec t i ve ly  tes t  and eva luate  comput ing  so lut ions .
S tudy ing  Cambr idge  IGCSE Computer  Sc ience  he lps  learners  apprec ia te  current  and emerg ing  comput ing
technolog ies ,  the  benef i t s  o f  the i r  use  and recogn ise  the i r  potent ia l  r i sks .  

What  is  the course content?

Computer  Sys tems

Algor i thms ,  programming  and log ic  

How are students  assessed?
 
Students  w i l l  be  assessed w i th  2  wr i t ten  papers .

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Our  approach in  Cambr idge  IGCSE Computer  Sc ience  encourages  learners  to  be :  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?  

COMPUTER SC IENCE

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595424-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf


Students  w i l l  complete  two dance  per formances  (one  set  phrase  and one so lo ,  duet  or  t r io )  w i th  a
combined min imum durat ion  o f  one  and a  ha l f  minutes  ( i f  a l l  so lo  per formances )  or  two minutes  ( i f
inc lud ing  per formance as  par t  o f  a  group ,  ie  duet / t r io )
S tudents  w i l l  choreograph e i ther  a  complete  so lo  dance  o f  a t  least  one  and a  ha l f  minutes  or  a  complete
group dance  o f  a t  least  two minutes

The three ,  s ix -mark  quest ions  in  the  wr i t ten  paper  re la te  d i rect l y  to  the  s tudent ’ s  work  on  the  NEA
component  (Per formance and Choreography ) .

I t  deve lops  independent  learn ing  and cr i t i ca l  and re f lec t i ve  th ink ing
I t  deve lops  an  understand ing  o f  a  range  o f  dance  s ty les  through per formance ,  c reat ion  and apprec ia t ion
I t  deve lops  phys ica l ,  techn ica l  and express ive  sk i l l s  wh ich  enab le  you to  communicate  choreograph ic
in tent ion  and ind iv idua l i t y  as  a  per former
I t  he lps  you to  bu i ld  an  understand ing  o f  choreography  through which  you are  ab le  to  communicate  ideas
and meaning ,  drawn f rom a  range  o f  dance  s ty les
I t  deve lops  a  cr i t i ca l  apprec ia t ion  o f  dance  in  i t s  phys ica l ,  a r t i s t i c ,  aesthet ic  and cu l tura l  set t ings
I t  prov ides  foundat ions  for  fur ther  s tud ies  in  dance ,  inc lud ing  a  career  in  Per forming  Ar ts .

Teach ing
Choreography
Per formance
Dance  admin is t ra t ion
Dance  Apprec ia t ion  
BA o f  Dance  
BA o f  Per forming  Ar ts

Exam Board  –   AQA GCSE Dance  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Dance?

Dance he lps  s tudents  to  deve lop  techn ica l  and express ive  sk i l l s  as  we l l  as  knowledge and understand ing  o f
dance  through per formance ,  choreography  and cr i t i ca l  apprec ia t ion .  We w i l l  o f fer  f i r s t - ra te  teach ing ,
equ ipp ing  s tudents  to  progress  to  fur ther  dance  s tud ies .  S tudents  benef i t  f rom our  s t rong  l inks  w i th  the
profess iona l  dance  industry  and other  academic  ins t i tu t ions  through dance  workshops  and tutor ia l s .
 
What  is  the course content?

Th is  spec i f i ca t ion  focuses  on  the  aesthet ic  and ar t i s t i c  qua l i t ies  o f  dance  and the  symbol i c  use  o f  movement
to  express  and communicate  ideas  and concepts  through the  in terre la ted  processes  o f  per formance ,
choreography  and apprec ia t ion .  Dance  i s  a  power fu l  and empower ing  form of  non-verba l  communicat ion  and
i t  i s  both  phys ica l  and express ive ,  wh ich  makes  i t  s imi lar  to  and d i f ferent  f rom other  ar t  forms and phys ica l
ac t i v i t ies .  Dance  deve lops  creat i ve ,  imag inat i ve ,  phys ica l ,  emot iona l  and in te l lec tua l  capac i t ies .
Th is  spec i f i ca t ion  acknowledges  the  important  ro le  that  dance  p lays  in  young people ’ s  l i ves .  Whi l s t  many
students  w i l l  br ing  some prev ious  exper ience  o f  dance ,  o thers  w i l l  have  very  l i t t le .  Th is  spec i f i ca t ion  a ims  to
va lue  and bu i ld  on  whatever  exper ience  they  have .  GCSE s tudents  w i l l  s tudy  a  range  o f  dance  s ty les  wh ich
acknowledge aspects  o f  the  reper to i re  o f  dance  that  can  be  seen in  the  Un i ted  K ingdom today .

How are students  assessed?

Component  1  –  Performance and Choreography

Component  2  –  Dance appreciat ion

 
What  ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

You are  encouraged to  deve lop  your  dance  exper ience  w i th in  the  course ,  e i ther  through fur ther  t ra in ing  or
through dev is ing  and per forming  dance  more  in formal l y .
 
What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?  

DANCE

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236/introduction


PAPER EXAM

Courses :  IB  Des ign  & Technology
Univers i t y :  a rch i tec ture ,  eng ineer ing ,  in format ion  techno logy  and product  and industr ia l  des ign .
Careers ;  Construct ion ,  C iv i l  Eng ineer ing ,  Fash ion  and text i les ,  In ter ior  manufactur ing ,  Product  Des igner ,  Eng ineer ing
technology .  

Exam Board  –   AQA GCSE Des ign  and Technology   (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )   

Why should students  study Design and Technology?  

A GCSE in  Des ign  and Technology  a l lows  s tudents  to  s tudy  core  techn ica l  and des ign ing  and mak ing  pr inc ip les ,  inc lud ing  a
broad range  o f  des ign  processes ,  mater ia l s  techn iques  and equ ipment .  They  w i l l  a l so  have  the  opportun i ty  to  s tudy
spec ia l i s t  techn ica l  pr inc ip les  in  greater  depth .

GCSE Des ign  and Technology  w i l l  prepare  s tudents  to  par t i c ipate  conf ident l y  and success fu l l y  in  an  increas ing ly
techno log ica l  wor ld .  S tudents  w i l l  ga in  awareness  and learn  f rom wider  in f luences  on  Des ign  and Technology  inc lud ing
h is tor ica l ,  soc ia l ,  cu l tura l ,  env i ronmenta l  and economic  fac tors .  S tudents  w i l l  get  the  opportun i ty  to  work  creat i ve ly  when
des ign ing  and mak ing  and app ly  techn ica l  and pract i ca l  exper t i se .

What is  the course content?  
 
The  course  i s  sp l i t  even ly  between the  theory  content  for  the  examinat ion  and the  des ign  and mak ing  sk i l l s  requ i red  for  the
Non-Examined Assessment .  The  theory  content  in  preparat ion  for  the  examinat ion  wh ich  const i tu tes  50% of  the  f ina l
assessment  and inc ludes  core  techn ica l  pr inc ip les ,  spec ia l i s t  techn ica l  pr inc ip les  and des ign  and mak ing  pr inc ip les  as
fo l lows ;

 

The  non-exam assessment  w i l l  contr ibute  towards  50% of  the  s tudents ’  overa l l  mark .  The  NEA pro ject  in  i t s  ent i re ty  shou ld
take  between 30-35  hours  to  complete  and cons is t  o f  a  work ing  prototype  and a  conc ise  por t fo l io  o f  approx imate ly  20
pages  o f  A3  paper ,  equ iva lent  A4  paper  or  the  d ig i ta l  equ iva lent .
S tudents '  work  shou ld  cons is t  o f  an  invest igat ion  in to  a  contextua l  cha l lenge ,  def in ing  the  needs  and wants  o f  the  user  and
inc lude re levant  research  to  produce  a  des ign  br ie f  and spec i f i ca t ion .  S tudents  shou ld  generate  des ign  ideas  w i th  f la i r  and
creat i v i t y  and deve lop  these  to  create  a  f ina l  des ign  so lut ion  ( inc lud ing  model l ing ) .  A  manufactur ing  spec i f i ca t ion  shou ld  be
produced to  conc lude your  des ign  f ind ings  lead ing  in to  the  rea l i sa t ion  o f  a  f ina l  prototype  that  i s  f i t  for  purpose  and a  f ina l
eva luat ion .  S tudents  shou ld  invest igate ,  ana lyse  and eva luate  throughout  the  por t fo l io  and ev idence  a l l  dec is ions  made.

How are students  assessed? 

Students  w i l l  be  formal l y  assessed through one examinat ion  and one p iece  o f  coursework  (NEA) .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  be
assessed throughout  the  two years  w i th  a  ser ies  o f  mock  exams and pract i ce  papers  and des ign  and make tasks .   
Wr i t ten  exam –  2  hours  -  50% of  GCSE
Non-Exam Assessment  –  A  substant ia l  des ign  and make task  (30-35  hours  approx . )  –  50% of  GCSE

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?  

The  course  deve lops  a  w ide  range  o f  sk i l l s  f rom research ing  and ana lys ing  to  des ign ing  and prob lem so lv ing .   S tudents  w i l l
a l so  deve lop  sk i l l s  in  a  range  o f  d i f ferent  pract i ca l  processes  us ing  workshop too ls  and mach inery  as  we l l  as  ga in ing
exper ience  us ing  a  range  o f  CAD sof tware  packages  to  create  both  2D and 3D CAD drawings  wh ich  can  then be  used in
con junct ion  w i th  CAM mach ines  such  as  laser  cut ters  and 3D pr in ters .    

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?  
       

CORE TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

new and emerging
technologies
energy generation and
storage
developments  in  new
materials
systems approach to
designing
mechanical  devices
materials  and their
working propert ies .

DESIGN & MAKING
PRINCIPLES

SPECIALIST  TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

select ion of  materials  or
components
forces  and stresses
ecological  and social  footprint
sources  and or ig ins
using and working with
materials
stock forms,  types  and s izes
scales  of  production
special ist  techniques and
processes
surface treatments  and f inishes.

invest igat ion,  pr imary and
secondary data
environmental ,  social  and
economic  chal lenge
the work of  others
design strategies
communication of  design ideas
prototype development
select ion of  materials  and
components
tolerances
material  management
special ist  tools  and equipment
special ist  techniques and
processes.

DES IGN & TECHNOLOGY

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552/specification-at-a-glance


Exam Board  –   Edexce l  GCSE Drama (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Drama?

GCSE Drama i s  a  c reat i ve  and academic  sub ject  that  encourages  d iscovery  through exper imentat ion .  S tudents
wi l l  s tudy  a  range  o f  theatre  s ty les  and pract i t ioners ,  work ing  ind iv idua l l y  and co l laborat i ve ly .  

What is  the course content?

Component  1 :  Dev is ing  Pract i ca l  Per formance Co l laborat i ve  per formance pro ject  -  c reat ing  theatre  for  a  l i ve
aud ience .  
Component  1 :  Dev is ing  Por t fo l io  An  essay  to  eva luate  the  dev is ing  process  in  terms o f  s ty le ,  s t ructure ,  form
and content .
Component  2 :  Text  in  Per formance Two p lay  ext racts  per formed l i ve  to  an  aud ience .
Component  3 :  Theatre  Makers  in  Pract i ce  Sect ion  A :  An  Inspector  Ca l l s ;  Sect ion  B :  L i ve  Theatre  Eva luat ion

How are students  assessed?

Component  1 :   Dev is ing  Pract i ca l  Per formance  In terna l  Assessment   (10%)
Component  1 :   Dev is ing  Por t fo l io    In terna l  Assessment   (30%)
Component  2 :   Text  in  Per formance  Externa l  Examiner   (20%)
Component  3 :  Theatre  Makers  in  Pract i ce   Wr i t ten  Exam  (40%)  

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

GCSE Drama i s  an  exce l lent  opportun i ty  to  deve lop  conf idence ,  c reat i v i t y ,  soc ia l  sk i l l s ,  co l laborat ion ,
communicat ion  sk i l l s ,  independent - th ink ing ,  w ider -wor ld  th ink ing ,  ana ly t i ca l  th ink ing  and courage .  Moreover ,
the  course  encourages  an  apprec ia t ion  o f  the  ar ts  and cu l ture  and how i t  impacts  the  wor ld  in  wh ich  we l i ve .  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Educational  pathways:  

IB  DP Theatre  Programme
BTEC Per forming  Ar ts

Further  Information:

Univers i t y  degrees
Career  Opportun i t ies

       

DRAMA

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/the-arts/theatre/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-theatre-2016.html
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/drama
https://sites.google.com/priory.herts.sch.uk/careers-in-the-classroom/drama


PAPER EXAM

The bas ic  economic  prob lem
Economic  Assumpt ions
Demand,  Supply  &  Equ i l ibr ium
Elast i c i t ies
The mixed economy
Externa l i t ies

Product ion
Product i v i t y  &  D iv i s ion  o f  Labour
Bus iness  costs ,  revenues  & prof i t s
Bus iness  Compet i t ion
The labour  market
Government  in tervent ion

Economic  Growth
In f la t ion
Unemployment
Red is t r ibut ion  o f  Income
Protect ion  o f  the  Env i ronment
Ba lance  o f  Payments
Government  po l i c ies :  f i sca l ,  monetary  &  supply  s ide
Government  contro ls
Re la t ionsh ip  between ob ject i ves  and po l i c ies

Globa l i sa t ion
Internat iona l  Trade
Exchange ra tes

Exam Board  –  Edexce l  IGCSE Economics  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Economics?

Students  shou ld  s tudy  Economics  i f  they  have  an  in terest  in  rea l  l i fe  i ssues  and how they  can  impact
ind iv idua ls ,  f i rms  and therefore  a f fec t  Government  dec is ions .  Economics  i s  the  s tudy  o f  scarce  resources  w i th
vary ing  uses .  Ind iv idua ls  have  in f in i te  wants ,  however  resources  ava i lab le  to  meet  those  needs  are  scarce  and
therefore  cho ices  have  to  be  made.  Cho ices  made by  ind iv idua ls  impact  not  on ly  themse lves ,  but  a l so  the
dec is ions  that  are  made by  producers  as  we l l  as  those  by  the  Government .  Economics  a l lows  you to
understand how money  f lows  through the  economy,  the  cause  and consequences  o f  economic  i ssues  f rom
around the  wor ld  and a l lows  you to  quest ion ,  inqu i re  and prob lem so lve .  

What is  the course content?

The course  i s  sp l i t  in to  four  main  un i ts .  Un i ts  1 .1  and 1 .2  are  s tud ied  in  Year  10  and un i ts  2 .1  and 2 .2  are
stud ied  in  Year  11 .

Unit  1 .1  -  Microeconomics

Unit  1 .2  -  Business  Economics

Unit  2 .1  -  Government & the Economy

Unit  2 .2  -  The Global  Economy

       

ECONOMICS

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Economics/2017/Specification%20and%20SAMS/international-gcse-spec-9781446942789.pdf


80 marks
1  hour  30  mins
Weight ing :  50% of  overa l l  mark

80 marks
1  hour  30  mins
Weight ing :  50% of  overa l l  mark

Exam Board  –  Edexce l  IGCSE Economics  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

How are students  assessed?

Students  are  externa l l y  assessed v ia  two externa l  examinat ions  (no  coursework  e lements ) .  The  deta i l s  are
be low:  

Paper  1  -  Microeconomics  & Business  Economics

Paper  2  -  Macroeconomics  & the Global  Economy

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

The s tudents  w i l l  deve lop  essay  wr i t ing  sk i l l s  demonstrat ing  knowledge ,  app l i ca t ion ,  ana lys i s  and eva luat ion .
S tudents  w i l l  l earn  how to  ana lyse  complex  economics  prob lems that  rea l  economies  are  fac ing  and determine
how economic  theory  and concepts  can  be  app l ied  to  these  s i tuat ions .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  learn  about  the
cause  o f  these  i ssues  as  we l l  as  the  consequences  for  ind iv idua ls ,  producers  and Government ,  and how they
may  be  impacted .
 
What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

The programme is  a  tas ter  o f  ana lys ing  rea l  l i fe  economic  scenar ios  and cons ider ing  how the  government  can
best  respond to  them.  S tudents  who take  Economics  a t  a  h igher  leve l  w i l l  progress  onto  a  mul t i tude  o f  careers
inc lud ing  (but  not  l im i ted  to ) :  F inanc ia l  Serv ices ,  bus iness  management ,  consu l tancy ,  wea l th  management ,
journa l i sm and many  more .
 
       

ECONOMICS  (CONT . )

Unit 1.1 - Microeconomics

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Economics/2017/Specification%20and%20SAMS/international-gcse-spec-9781446942789.pdf


Exam Board  –   AQA GCSE Food Preparat ion  and Nutr i t ion  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Food Preparation and Nutrit ion?

Food Preparat ion  and Nutr i t ion  equ ips  learners  w i th  the  knowledge ,  understand ing  and sk i l l s  requ i red  to
prepare  d i f ferent  foods  and app ly  the  pr inc ip les  o f  food sc ience ,  nutr i t ion  and hea l thy  eat ing .  I t  encourages
learners  to  cook ,  enab les  them to  make in formed dec is ions  about  food and nutr i t ion  and a l lows  them to
acqu i re  knowledge in  order  to  be  ab le  to  feed themse lves  and others  a f fordab ly  and nutr i t ious ly ,  now and
la ter  in  l i fe .  
 
GCSE Food Preparat ion  and Nutr i t ion  i s  an  exc i t ing  and creat i ve  course  wh ich  focuses  on  pract i ca l  cook ing
sk i l l s  to  ensure  s tudents  deve lop  a  thorough understand ing  o f  nutr i t ion ,  food provenance  and the  work ing
character i s t i cs  o f  food mater ia l s .  A t  i t s  hear t ,  th is  qua l i f i ca t ion  focuses  on  nurtur ing  s tudents ’  pract i ca l
cookery  sk i l l s  to  g i ve  them a  s t rong  understand ing  o f  nutr i t ion .

What is  the course content?

There  are  6  main  top ics  in  the  GCSE course :
 
Food Preparation Ski l ls
A range  o f  food preparat ion  and cook ing  sk i l l s  are  deve loped throughout  the  GCSE
 
Food,  Nutr it ion and Health
Macronutr ients ,  micronutr ients  and nutr i t iona l  needs  and hea l th
 
Food Science
Cook ing ,  heat  t rans fer  and the  funct iona l  and chemica l  propert ies  o f  food 

Food Safety
Food spo i lage  and contaminat ion  and the  pr inc ip les  o f  food sa fety  

Food Choice
Factors  a f fec t ing  food cho ice ,  Br i t i sh  and In ternat iona l  cu is ine ,  sensory  eva luat ion ,  food labe l l ing  and food
market ing

Food Provenance
Env i ronmenta l  impact  o f  food and susta inab i l i t y  o f  food ,  food process ing  and food product ion

How are students  assessed?

Students  are  assessed w i th  a  combinat ion  o f  a  wr i t ten  exam and coursework  or  NEA (non-examinat ion
assessment ) .
 
50% –  Wr i t ten  Exam Paper  
S tudents  w i l l  be  assessed on the i r  theoret i ca l  knowledge o f  food preparat ion  and nutr i t ion  f rom the  sub ject
content .  The  exam is  1  hour  45  minutes  out  o f  100  marks ,  w i th  mul t ip le  cho ice  quest ions  (20  marks )  and f i ve
longer  quest ions  each  w i th  a  number  o f  sub quest ions .  (80  marks )
 
15% –  Food Sc ience  Pract i ca l  Invest igat ion  –  NEA 1
Students  show the i r  understand ing  o f  the  work ing  character i s t i cs ,  and funct iona l  and chemica l  propert ies  o f
ingred ients .
 
35% –  Food Pract i ca l  Preparat ion  –  NEA 2
Students  demonstrate  the i r  knowledge ,  sk i l l s  and understand ing  in  re la t ion  to  the  p lann ing ,  preparat ion ,
cook ing ,  presentat ion  o f  food and app l i ca t ion  o f  nutr i t ion  re la ted  to  a  chosen task .  S tudents  w i l l  do  th is  by
prepar ing ,  cook ing  and present ing  a  f ina l  menu of  three  d ishes  w i th in  three  hours ,  p lann ing  in  advance  how
th is  w i l l  be  ach ieved .

       

PAPER EXAM

FOOD PREPARAT ION AND
NUTRIT ION

CORE TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

DESIGN & MAKING
PRINCIPLES

SPECIALIST  TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/food/specifications/AQA-8585-SP-2016.PDF


Exam Board  –   AQA GCSE Food Preparat ion  and Nutr i t ion  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

A wide  range  o f  food preparat ion  sk i l l s  are  needed at  GCCE;
The  twe lve  pract i ca l  sk i l l s  are :
Genera l  pract i ca l  sk i l l s ,  kn i fe  sk i l l s ,  prepar ing  f ru i ts  and vegetab les ,  use  o f  the  cooker ,  use  o f  equ ipment ,
cook ing  methods ,  prepare  combine  and shape ,  sauce  mak ing ,  tender ise  and mar inate ,  doughs ,  ra i s ing  agents
and set t ing  mix tures .  
S tudents  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  invest igat iona l  sk i l l s ,  t ime management  as  we l l  as  sk i l l s  o f  ana lys i s  and eva luat ion
both  in  the  NEA and in  preparat ion  for  the  wr i t ten  exam.

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Univers i t y  courses  inc lude ;  food and nutr i t ion ,  spor ts  sc ience ,  food sc ience ,  d ie tet i cs  and food product
deve lopment ,  hosp i ta l i t y  and cater ing .
Careers ;  apprent icesh ips  or  fu l l - t ime careers  as ;  food buyers ,  food product  deve lopment ,  home economists ,
d ie t i c ians ,  food photography ,  food magaz ine  journa l i s ts ,  hosp i ta l i t y  and cater ing  as  we l l  as  teach ing .  
       

FOOD PREPARAT ION AND
NUTRIT ION (CONT . )

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/food/specifications/AQA-8585-SP-2016.PDF


PAPER EXAM

Coasta l  Env i ronments  
Hazardous  env i ronments

Economic  Act i v i t y  +  Energy  
Urban Env i ronments

Invest igat ing  Urban Env i ronments  (F ie ldwork )

Frag i le  Env i ronments  +  C l imate  Change 

H igh ly  re levant  knowledge 
P lace  knowledge 
Look ing  a t  i ssues  w i th  vary ing  perspect i ves  
Geograph ica l  Argument  
F ie ldwork  
Team work
Data  and Geospat ia l  sk i l l s  
V isua l  and communicat ion  sk i l l s  

Exam Board  –   Edexce l  IGCSE Geography  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Geography?

Geography  he lps  you to  make  sense  o f  the  wor ld  around you .  I t  i s  hands  on ,  i t  i s  re levant  and i t  i s  fun !  IGCSE
geography  courses  are  a  good mix  o f  top ics  such  as  urban i ssues ,  wor ld  deve lopment ,  ex t reme env i ronments ,
coasts ,  and hazards  –  to  name but  a  few.  The  course  w i l l  g i ve  you the  chance  to  get  to  gr ips  w i th  some of  the
b ig  i ssues  wh ich  a f fec t  our  wor ld ,  and understand the  soc ia l ,  economic  and phys ica l  forces  and processes
which  shape and change our  wor ld .  

What is  the course content  and how are students  assessed?

Paper  1  -  40% -  70  marks –  1  hour  10  minutes
 
Sect ion  A  –  50  marks

  
Sect ion  B  –  20  marks
Invest igat ing  Coasta l  Env i ronments  (F ie ldwork )

Paper  2  -  60% -  105 marks –  1  hour  45  minutes  

Sect ion  A  –  50  marks

 
Sect ion  B  –  20  marks

Sect ion  C  –  35  marks  

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

 
Geographers  are  encouraged to  exp lore  the  wor ld  around them us ing  sk i l l s  wh ich  a l low them to  deve lop  in to
mindfu l ,  in formed young adu l ts  o f  the  future .

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

‘ I  am a  Geographer ’  -  Check  out  the  Roya l  Geograph ica l  Soc ie ty  l ink  here  to  see  what  exc i t ing  and innovat i ve
careers  o f  the  future  there  are  in  Geography .  

       

GEOGRAPHY

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Geography/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446958360_INT_GCSE_GEOG_Issue_3.pdf
https://www.rgs.org/iamageographer/


PAPER EXAM

Ana lys ing  h is tor ica l  sources
Contextua l i s ing  h is tory  
Eva luat ing  the  impact  o f  d i f ferent  key  events  and act ions
Ef fec t i ve  cha l lenge  and debate
Synthes is  o f  re levant  sources
Chrono log ica l  reason ing
Creat i ve  prob lem so lv ing
Communicat ion

Exam Board  –  Edexce l  In ternat iona l  GCSE H is tory  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )   

Why should students  study History?  

Understand ing  events  and i ssues  o f  the  past  he lp  our  learners  f ind  pos i t i ve  and innovat i ve  so lut ions  to
current  soc ia l  and economic  cha l lenges  o f  our  ever  chang ing  wor ld .  GCSE H is tory  covers  a  range  o f  H is tor ica l
t ime per iods  wh ich  a l lows  our  s tudents  to  engage  in  fasc inat ing  top ics  wh i le  deve lop ing  essent ia l  sk i l l s  such
as  ana lys ing  and invest igat ing  a  range  o f  d i f ferent  sources  to  debate  and form sound conc lus ions .  H is tory  i s  a
terr i f i c  p la t form for  fur ther  s tudy  in  many  d isc ip l ines  w i th  some of  the  most  t rans ferab le  and employab le
sk i l l s  and knowledge ga ined .  We support  our  learners  to  deve lop  the i r  empathy  and understand ing  for  o ther
cu l tures  and ways  o f  l i fe  to  a l low them to  ga in  the  sk i l l s  they  need to  work  in  in ternat iona l  env i ronments .

What is  the course content  and how are students  assessed?

Paper  1  -  50% -  60  marks -  1  hour  30  minutes
Germany:  Development of  a  Dictatorship  -  1918-1945 -  30  marks
Star t ing  w i th  the  end o f  Wor ld  War  I  and the  estab l i shment  and then fa i lure  o f  the  Weimar  Government ,  th is
top ic  exp lores  the  cond i t ions  wh ich  gave  H i t ler  the  opportun i ty  to  come to  power .  Learners  w i l l  then exp lore
the  conso l idat ion  o f  th is  power  and the  events  and po l i c ies  that  shook  the  wor ld  in  the  20th  century .
A World  Divided:  Superpower Relat ions  -  1943-1972 -  30  marks
In ternat iona l  re la t ions  are  a t  the  hear t  o f  th is  top ic  wh ich  exp lores  the  reasons  and deve lopment  o f  the  Co ld
War  and the  key  events  inc lud ing  the  Ber l in  Wal l ,  Cuba and the  Arms Race .  The  top ic  ends  w i th  the  moves
towards  Detente  by  1972 .

Paper  2  -  50% -  60  marks -  1  hour  30  minutes  
Changes in  Medic ine,  1848-1948 -  30  marks
Th is  top ic  exp lores  the  l imi ted  progress  o f  medic ine  and the  poor  l i v ing  cond i t ions  o f  the  genera l  popu la t ion
and how th is  had an  impact  on  hea l th .  The  course  w i l l  then exp lore  key  sc ient i f i c  d iscover ies ,  invent ions  and
Wor ld  War  I  and how th is  changed and advanced medic ine  and the  hea l th  o f  the  populat ion .

Russia  and the Soviet  Union,  1905-1924 -  30  marks
‘ Russ ia  and the  Sov ie t  Un ion ’  looks  a t  the  reasons  for  the  fa l l  o f  the  Tsar ,  the  cont inued soc ia l  unrest  o f  the
Russ ian  populat ion  wh i le  exp lor ing  the  s ign i f i cant  impact  o f  Wor ld  War  I .  The  Russ ia  top ic  exp lores  the
conso l idat ion  o f  the  Bo lshev ik  takeover  and the  impact  th is  has  had on the  s ta te  and people .

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Histor ians  ga in  and deve lop  a  number  o f  t rans ferab le  sk i l l s  wh ich  a l low them to  deve lop  in to  young adu l ts
that  can  form creat i ve  so lut ions  to  many  mora l  and soc ia l  cha l lenges .  We encourage  our  H is tor ians  to  look  a t
the  past  as  a  too l  to  deve lop  our  fu ture ,  and be  par t  o f  the  dec is ion  mak ing  that  learns  f rom the  mis takes  and
tr iumphs  o f  the  past .  Our  H is tor ians  show compass ion  and empathy  and remember  the  people  beh ind h is tory
and how the  dec is ions  o f  governments ,  emperors  and k ings  f rom around the  wor ld  have  a f fec ted  the  l i ves  o f
ord inary  peop le .

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

History  graduates  have  one o f  the  h ighest  ra tes  o f  employab i l i t y  when they  leave  un ivers i t y  due  to  the
complex  and d iverse  range  o f  t rans ferab le  sk i l l s  that  scho lars  deve lop  through the  d isc ip l ine .  H is tory  i s  a l so  a
fantast i c  degree  to  use  as  a  p la t form to  other  d isc ip l ines  such  as  law.  P lease  c l i ck  the  l ink  to  f ind  a  more  in -
depth  range  o f  the  career  prospects .
       

HISTORY

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/History/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/INT_GCSE_History-specification.pdf
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/history


 Types  and components  o f  computer  sys tems 
 Input  and output  dev ices  
 S torage  dev ices  and media  
 Networks  and the  e f fec ts  o f  us ing  them 
 The  e f fec ts  o f  us ing  IT  
 ICT  app l i ca t ions  
 The  sys tems l i fe  cyc le  
 Sa fety  and secur i t y  
 Aud ience  
 Communicat ion  
 F i le  management  
 Images  
 Layout  
 S ty les  
 Proof ing  
 Graphs  and char ts  
 Document  product ion  
 Databases  
 Presentat ions  
 Spreadsheets  
 Webs i te  author ing

Paper  1  -  Theory  (40%)
Paper  2  –  Document  Product ion ,  Databases  and Presentat ions  (30%)
Paper  3  –  Spreadsheets  and Webs i te  Author ing  (30%)

Conf ident  -  in  app ly ing  knowledge and understand ing  o f  ICT  techno log ies  and us ing  sk i l l s  to  so lve  ICT
prob lems ,  both  as  ind iv idua ls  and work ing  w i th  others  
Respons ib le  -  for  themse lves ,  respons ive  to  and respect fu l  o f  o thers  w i th  par t i cu lar  cons iderat ion  to
phys ica l  sa fe ty  and eSafety  
Ref lec t i ve  -  in  the i r  ab i l i t y  to  learn  and deve lop  ICT  sk i l l s  
Innovat i ve  -  in  the  way  that  they  use  ICT-based so lut ions  to  so lve  prob lems and ident i f y  a l ternat i ve
so lut ions  to  so lve  prob lems 
Engaged -  soc ia l l y ,  in  the  work  that  they  undertake  and to  in terrogate  unfami l ia r  s i tuat ions  to  prov ide  ICT-
based so lut ions .

Database  Ana lys t
Computer  and In format ion  Sys tems Manager
Web Market ing  Manager
In format ion  Secur i t y  Ana lys t
D ig i ta l  S t ra teg is t
Web Deve loper
Market ing   

Exam Board  –   IGCSE Cambr idge  In format ion  & Communicat ion  Technology  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Information & Communication Technology?

Students  deve lop  an  understand ing  o f  the  impl i ca t ions  o f  techno logy  in  soc ie ty  and the  ways  In format ion  and
Communicat ion  Technology  ( ICT )  can  he lp  a t  home,  work  and the  w ider  wor ld .  Through pract i ca l  and
theoret i ca l  s tud ies ,  s tudents  so lve  prob lems us ing  a  var ie ty  o f  common sof tware  such as  word  processors  and
interact i ve  presentat ion  sof tware .
Learners  w i l l  ana lyse ,  des ign ,  implement ,  tes t  and eva luate  ICT  sys tems ,  mak ing  sure  that  they  are  f i t  for
purpose .  There  i s  an  emphas is  on  deve lop ing  l i fe long  sk i l l s ,  wh ich  are  essent ia l  across  the  curr i cu lum and
the i r  fu ture  career .
 
What  is  the course content?

How are students  assessed?
 

What  ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Our  approach in  Cambr idge  IGCSE In format ion  and Communicat ion  Technology  encourages  learners  to  be :  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

INFORMAT ION & COMMUNICAT ION
TECHNOLOGY ( ICT )

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/595352-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf


Media  Language
Media  Representat ion
Media  Industr ies
Media  Aud iences

Te lev is ion
F i lm
Radio
Newspapers/  magaz ines
Adver t i s ing  and market ing
Onl ine ,  soc ia l  and par t i c ipatory  media
V ideo games
Mus ic  v ideo

2 -  Wr i t ten  exam:  1  hour  30  minutes  –  A l l  CSPs  s tud ied .  
84  marks
70% of  GCSE

A cho ice  o f  one  o f  f i ve  annua l l y  chang ing  br ie fs ,  se t  by  AQA.
60  marks
30% of  GCSE
Assessed by  teachers
Moderated  by  AQA

Adver t i s ing  
Market ing  and Communicat ion  
F i lm Product ion/  theory
Copywr i ter
Ed i tor
Soc ia l  Media  Manager
Journa l i s t
Broadcaster  

Exam Board  –  AQA GCSE Media  S tud ies  -  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )   

Why should students  study Media  Studies?

Media  i s  a  contemporary  and in teract i ve  sub ject  that  encourages  s tudents  to  deve lop  the i r  c reat i ve ,
ana ly t i ca l ,  research ,  and communicat ion  sk i l l s ,  through exp lor ing  a  range  o f  media  forms and perspect i ves .
GCSE Media  S tud ies  engages  s tudents  in  the  in -depth  s tudy  o f  media  products  in  re la t ion  to  the  four  areas  o f
the  theoret i ca l  f ramework :

What is  the course content?

Students  are  requ i red  to  s tudy  media  products  f rom a l l  o f  the  fo l lowing  forms :

The  content  s tud ied  upholds  western  va lues  wh ich  dea l  w i th  contemporary  i ssues .  Th is  spec i f i ca t ion  requ i res
students  to  c lose ly  ana lyse  and compare  media  products  in  re la t ion  to  re levant  key  soc ia l ,  cu l tura l ,  h i s tor ica l
and po l i t i ca l  contexts  w i th in  the  UK.

How are students  assessed?

Exams 

Non-Exam Assessment

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

Students  to  deve lop  the i r  c reat i ve ,  ana ly t i ca l ,  research ,  and communicat ion  sk i l l s ,  through exp lor ing  a  range
of  media  forms and perspect i ves .  In  add i t ion ,  s tudents  deve lop  the i r  pract i ca l  sk i l l s  in  re la t ion  to  a  Media
product  through the  Adobe Creat i ve  Su i te .

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students? PAPER EXAM

MEDIA  STUDIES

CORE TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

DESIGN & MAKING
PRINCIPLES

SPECIALIST  TECHNICAL
PRINCIPLES

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/gcse/media-studies-8572


L i fe  in  the  town and rura l  l i fe
Hol idays
Serv ices
Customs
Everyday  l i fe  and t rad i t ions

School  l i fe  and rout ine
School  ru les  and pressures
School  t r ips  and exchanges  
Work  and vo lunteer ing
Future  p lans

House  and home
Dai l y  rout ine
Ro le  models
Re la t ionsh ips
Ch i ldhood

Env i ronmenta l  i ssues
Trave l  and t ransport
Weather  and c l imate
The media
In format ion  and communicat ion  techno logy

Spec ia l  occas ions
Hobbies ,  in terests ,  spor t  and exerc ise
Shopping
Hea l th  i ssues
Food and dr ink  

Exam Board  –  Edexce l  IGCSE French -  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )   

Why should students  study French?

"A d i f ferent  language is  a  d i f ferent  v is ion  of  l i fe ."  
Study ing  French w i l l  he lp  s tudents  deve lop  the  ab i l i t y  to  communicate  e f fec t i ve ly  in  the  language for  everyday
purposes ,  wh i l s t  a l so  deve lop ing  the i r  cu l tura l  understand ing  o f  France  and Francophone countr ies .  S tudents
wi l l  a l so  deve lop  the  sk i l l  o f  ana lys i s  o f  language  and syntax .  The  course  i s  des igned to  promote  exce l lent
ach ievement  w i th in  the  four  sk i l l  a reas  o f  L i s ten ing ,  Read ing ,  Wr i t ing  and Speak ing .  I t  prov ides  an  exce l lent
sk i l l s  base  for  fu ture  language s tud ies .

What is  the course content?

Students  cover  5  themes throughout  the  IGCSE course  and there  are  var ious  subtop ics  w i th in  each  theme.

Home and Abroad:

Education and Employment:

Personal  L i fe  and Relat ionships:

The World  Around Us:

Social  Act iv it ies ,  F itness  and Health:

PAPER EXAM

MODERN FORE IGN LANGUAGES  -
FRENCH

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/French/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/International-GCSE-French-Specification.pdf


Paper  1  (L i s ten ing ) ,  40  minutes ,  25% of  overa l l  g rade
Paper  2  (Read ing  and Wr i t ing ) ,  1  hour  45  minutes ,  50% of  overa l l  g rade
Paper  3  (Speak ing ) ,  8 -10  minutes ,  25% of  overa l l  g rade

Exam Board  –  Edexce l  IGCSE French -  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )   

How are students  assessed?

Students  w i l l  be  formal l y  assessed through a  L i s ten ing ,  Read ing  and Wr i t ing  examinat ion  a t  the  end o f  Year
11 .  They  w i l l  a l so  complete  a  speak ing  exam in  the  Apr i l  o f  Year  11 .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  be  assessed throughout
the  two years  w i th  a  ser ies  o f  mock  exams and pract i ce  papers .   

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

The IGCSE course  bu i lds  on  the  sk i l l s  and language which  have  been covered in  Key  S tage  3 .  A t  GCSE s tudents
wi l l  deve lop  the i r  understand ing  and use  o f  wr i t ten  and spoken forms o f  French ,  in  a  range  o f  fami l ia r  and
pract i ca l  contexts ,  and for  a  var ie ty  o f  purposes .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  a  knowledge and understand ing  o f
both  French grammar  and i t s  pract i ca l  app l i ca t ion ,  as  we l l  as  Francophone countr ies  and communi t ies  where
French i s  spoken .  S tudents  w i l l  deve lop  cu l tura l  understand ing  and pos i t i ve  a t t i tudes  towards  modern  fore ign
language learn ing .

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

The s tudy  o f  a  language  i s  a  va luab le  sk i l l  wh ich  complements  careers  in  a l l  sectors .  The  s tudy  o f  a  language
at  Un ivers i t y  i s  an  exc i t ing  opportun i ty  wh ich  g i ves  s tudents  the  chance  to  exp lore  language through
l ingu is t i cs ,  the  Ar ts ,  L i terature  and H is tory .  

MODERN FORE IGN LANGUAGES  -
FRENCH (CONT . )

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/French/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/International-GCSE-French-Specification.pdf


L i fe  in  the  town and rura l  l i fe
Hol idays
Serv ices
Customs
Everyday  l i fe  and t rad i t ions

School  l i fe  and rout ine
School  ru les  and pressures
School  t r ips  and exchanges  
Work  and vo lunteer ing
Future  p lans

House  and home
Dai l y  rout ine
Ro le  models
Re la t ionsh ips
Ch i ldhood

Env i ronmenta l  i ssues
Trave l  and t ransport
Weather  and c l imate
The media
In format ion  and communicat ion  techno logy

Spec ia l  occas ions
Hobbies ,  in terests ,  spor t  and exerc ise
Shopping
Hea l th  i ssues
Food and dr ink  

Exam Board  –  Edexce l  IGCSE German -  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )   

Why should students  study German?

"A d i f ferent  language is  a  d i f ferent  v is ion  of  l i fe ."  
Study ing  German wi l l  he lp  s tudents  deve lop  the  ab i l i t y  to  communicate  e f fec t i ve ly  in  the  language for
everyday  purposes ,  wh i l s t  a l so  deve lop ing  the i r  cu l tura l  understand ing  o f  Germany  and German speak ing
countr ies .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  the  sk i l l  o f  ana lys i s  o f  language  and syntax .  The  course  i s  des igned to
promote  exce l lent  ach ievement  w i th in  the  four  sk i l l  a reas  o f  L i s ten ing ,  Read ing ,  Wr i t ing  and Speak ing .  I t
prov ides  an  exce l lent  sk i l l s  base  for  fu ture  language s tud ies .

What is  the course content?

Students  cover  5  themes throughout  the  IGCSE course  and there  are  var ious  subtop ics  w i th in  each  theme.

Home and Abroad:

Education and Employment:

Personal  L i fe  and Relat ionships:

The World  Around Us:

Social  Act iv it ies ,  F itness  and Health:

PAPER EXAM

MODERN FORE IGN LANGUAGES  -
GERMAN

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/German/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/International-GCSE-German-Specification.pdf


Paper  1  (L i s ten ing ) ,  40  minutes ,  25% of  overa l l  g rade
Paper  2  (Read ing  and Wr i t ing ) ,  1  hour  45  minutes ,  50% of  overa l l  g rade
Paper  3  (Speak ing ) ,  8 -10  minutes ,  25% of  overa l l  g rade

Exam Board  –  Edexce l  IGCSE German -  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )   

How are students  assessed?

Students  w i l l  be  formal l y  assessed through a  L i s ten ing ,  Read ing  and Wr i t ing  examinat ion  a t  the  end o f  Year
11 .  They  w i l l  a l so  complete  a  speak ing  exam in  the  Apr i l  o f  Year  11 .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  be  assessed throughout
the  two years  w i th  a  ser ies  o f  mock  exams and pract i ce  papers .   

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

The IGCSE course  bu i lds  on  the  sk i l l s  and language which  have  been covered in  Key  S tage  3 .  A t  GCSE s tudents
wi l l  deve lop  the i r  understand ing  and use  o f  wr i t ten  and spoken forms o f  German,  in  a  range  o f  fami l ia r  and
pract i ca l  contexts ,  and for  a  var ie ty  o f  purposes .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  a  knowledge and understand ing  o f
both  German grammar  and i t s  pract i ca l  app l i ca t ion ,  as  we l l  as  countr ies  and communi t ies  where  German i s
spoken .  S tudents  w i l l  deve lop  cu l tura l  understand ing  and pos i t i ve  a t t i tudes  towards  modern  fore ign  language
learn ing .

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

The s tudy  o f  a  language  i s  a  va luab le  sk i l l  wh ich  complements  careers  in  a l l  sectors .  The  s tudy  o f  a  language
at  Un ivers i t y  i s  an  exc i t ing  opportun i ty  wh ich  g i ves  s tudents  the  chance  to  exp lore  language through
l ingu is t i cs ,  the  Ar ts ,  L i terature  and H is tory .  

MODERN FORE IGN LANGUAGES  -
GERMAN (CONT . )



L i fe  in  the  town and rura l  l i fe
Hol idays
Serv ices
Customs
Everyday  l i fe  and t rad i t ions

School  l i fe  and rout ine
School  ru les  and pressures
School  t r ips  and exchanges  
Work  and vo lunteer ing
Future  p lans

House  and home
Dai l y  rout ine
Ro le  models
Re la t ionsh ips
Ch i ldhood

Env i ronmenta l  i ssues
Trave l  and t ransport
Weather  and c l imate
The media
In format ion  and communicat ion  techno logy

Spec ia l  occas ions
Hobbies ,  in terests ,  spor t  and exerc ise
Shopping
Hea l th  i ssues
Food and dr ink  

Exam Board  –  Edexce l  IGCSE Span ish  -  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )   

Why should students  study Spanish?

"A d i f ferent  language is  a  d i f ferent  v is ion  of  l i fe ."  
Study ing  Span ish  w i l l  he lp  s tudents  deve lop  the  ab i l i t y  to  communicate  e f fec t i ve ly  in  the  language for
everyday  purposes ,  wh i l s t  a l so  deve lop ing  the i r  cu l tura l  understand ing  o f  Spa in  and Span ish  speak ing
countr ies .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  the  sk i l l  o f  ana lys i s  o f  language  and syntax .  The  course  i s  des igned to
promote  exce l lent  ach ievement  w i th in  the  four  sk i l l  a reas  o f  L i s ten ing ,  Read ing ,  Wr i t ing  and Speak ing .  I t
prov ides  an  exce l lent  sk i l l s  base  for  fu ture  language s tud ies .

What is  the course content?

Students  cover  5  themes throughout  the  IGCSE course  and there  are  var ious  subtop ics  w i th in  each  theme.

Home and Abroad:

Education and Employment:

Personal  L i fe  and Relat ionships:

The World  Around Us:

Social  Act iv it ies ,  F itness  and Health:

PAPER EXAM

MODERN FORE IGN LANGUAGES  -
SPANISH

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Spanish/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/International-GCSE-Spanish-Specification.pdf


Paper  1  (L i s ten ing ) ,  40  minutes ,  25% of  overa l l  g rade
Paper  2  (Read ing  and Wr i t ing ) ,  1  hour  45  minutes ,  50% of  overa l l  g rade
Paper  3  (Speak ing ) ,  8 -10  minutes ,  25% of  overa l l  g rade

Exam Board  –  Edexce l  IGCSE Span ish  -  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )   

How are students  assessed?

Students  w i l l  be  formal l y  assessed through a  L i s ten ing ,  Read ing  and Wr i t ing  examinat ion  a t  the  end o f  Year
11 .  They  w i l l  a l so  complete  a  speak ing  exam in  the  Apr i l  o f  Year  11 .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  be  assessed throughout
the  two years  w i th  a  ser ies  o f  mock  exams and pract i ce  papers .   

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

The IGCSE course  bu i lds  on  the  sk i l l s  and language which  have  been covered in  Key  S tage  3 .  A t  GCSE s tudents
wi l l  deve lop  the i r  understand ing  and use  o f  wr i t ten  and spoken forms o f  Span ish ,  in  a  range  o f  fami l ia r  and
pract i ca l  contexts ,  and for  a  var ie ty  o f  purposes .  S tudents  w i l l  a l so  deve lop  a  knowledge and understand ing  o f
both  Span ish  grammar  and i t s  pract i ca l  app l i ca t ion ,  as  we l l  as  countr ies  and communi t ies  where  Span ish  i s
spoken .  S tudents  w i l l  deve lop  cu l tura l  understand ing  and pos i t i ve  a t t i tudes  towards  modern  fore ign  language
learn ing .

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

The s tudy  o f  a  language  i s  a  va luab le  sk i l l  wh ich  complements  careers  in  a l l  sectors .  The  s tudy  o f  a  language
at  Un ivers i t y  i s  an  exc i t ing  opportun i ty  wh ich  g i ves  s tudents  the  chance  to  exp lore  language through
l ingu is t i cs ,  the  Ar ts ,  L i terature  and H is tory .  

MODERN FORE IGN LANGUAGES  -
SPANISH (CONT . )

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Spanish/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/International-GCSE-Spanish-Specification.pdf


Per formance
Col laborat ion
Leadersh ip  
Independent  learn ing  
Dec is ion  mak ing  
Ana lys is
Research
Creat i v i t y
F lex ib i l i t y
Log ica l  th ink ing  
Cu l tura l  awareness

Stud io  /  Record ing  Eng ineer ,  Per former ,  Composer
Conductor ,  Teacher ,  Lawyer…and any  career  where  commitment ,  teamwork  and creat i v i t y  are  key  sk i l l s  -
Mus ic  i s  the  per fect  course  to  demonstrate  these  to  an  employer .     

Exam Board  –   Edexce l  GCSE Mus ic  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Music?

“Without  music ,  l i fe  would  be  a  mistake.”  -  Fr iedr ich  Wi lhelm Nietzsche.
Music  i s  a  centra l  par t  o f  l i fe ;  a l l  o f  us  hear  mus ic  and are  impacted by  mus ic  on  a  da i l y  bas is .  Mus ic  i s  an
academic  sub ject  o f  t remendous  va lue  in  la ter  l i fe .  I t  i s  a  pract i ca l  sub ject  –  a  spec i f i c  sk i l l  –  wh ich  enab les
young adu l ts  to  s tand out  f rom the  crowd.  As  we l l  as  deve lop ing  the  conf idence  to  per form in  pub l i c ,  the
ab i l i t y  to  work  independent ly  on  ideas  i s  encouraged and deve loped.  Such t ra i ts  are  centra l  to  success  a t
un ivers i t y .  An  open mind ,  a  des i re  to  work  independent ly  and a  w i l l ingness  to  engage  w i th  whole-schoo l
mus ica l  ac t i v i t ies  are  essent ia l  t ra i ts  for  success  in  th is  qua l i f i ca t ion .
 
What  is  the course content?

The GCSE Mus ic  course  i s  broken down in to  3  components .  Per forming  (30%) ,  Compos i t ion  (30%)  and
Appra is ing  (40%) .  Throughout  the  course  s tudents  w i l l  cover  four  Areas  o f  S tudy ,  each  conta in ing  two Set
Works  wh ich  w i l l  be  s tud ied  throughout  Year  10  and 11 .  Mus ica l  e lements ,  mus ica l  contexts  and mus ica l
language in  a  var ie ty  o f  s ty les  and genres  are  a l l  s tud ied  through the  Set  Works .  The  course  i s  bu i l t  on  a
mixture  o f  pract i ca l  and theoret ica l  tasks .

How are students  assessed? 

Component  1 :  Performing Music  
Th is  i s  a  coursework  un i t  and accounts  for  30% of  the  tota l  GCSE .  Pup i l s  per form a  so lo  per formance and an
ensemble  per formance o f  around ABRSM Grade 3  s tandard .  They  w i l l  record  two per formances ;  one  so lo  and
one ensemble  p iece  o f  a t  least  4  minutes  combined durat ion .  Any  ins t rument  or  vo ice  in  any  s ty le  or  genre  i s
permiss ib le .  The  per formances  w i l l  be  recorded dur ing  Year  11  and they  are  assessed in terna l l y  and
moderated externa l l y .  

Component 2 :  Composing Music  
Th is  i s  a  coursework  un i t  and accounts  for  30% of  the  tota l  GCSE .  Pup i l s  must  compose two compos i t ions  –
one f rom a  br ie f  set  by  the  exam board  and one f ree  cho ice  compos i t ion .  The  p ieces  must  tota l  a t  least  3
minutes  and may  be  wr i t ten  in  any  mus ica l  s ty le .  The  compos i t ions  are  coursework  and w i l l  be  completed
throughout  both  years .  They  are  assessed in terna l l y  and moderated externa l l y  towards  the  end of  Year  11 .

Component  3 :  Apprais ing Music  
Th is  un i t  makes  up  the  remain ing  40% of  the  qua l i f i ca t ion  and i s  a  1  hour  45  minute  wr i t ten  exam at  the  end o f  the
course .  The  exam wi l l  conta in  quest ions  re la t ing  to  each  set  work  s tud ied  inc lud ing :  AOS 1 :  Ins t rumenta l  Mus ic  1700
-  1820 -  AOS 2 :  Voca l  Mus ic  -  AOS 3 :  Mus ic  for  S tage  and Screen -  AOS 4 :  Fus ions  

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

MUSIC

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Music/2016/specification/Specification_GCSE_L1-L2_in_Music.pdf


PAPER EXAM

Wide range  o f  ar t i s t i c  and creat i ve  sk i l l s
A l low you to  express  yourse l f  c reat i ve ly .
Put  emphas is  on  the  va lue  o f  content ,  wh ich  he lps  s tudents  understand “qua l i t y ”  as  a  key  va lue .
Bu i ld  prob lem-so lv ing  sk i l l s .
Make  us  th ink  and see  in  a  way  that  everyday  rea l i t y  cannot .
Boost  your  conf idence  and se l f -es teem.
Boost  l i teracy  sk i l l s .
He lp  you to  descr ibe  th ings  in  deta i l  and exp lore  the  use  o f  words  to  bet ter  descr ibe  th ings .
F lex  your  “bra in  musc le ! ”
G ive  you a  sense  o f  accompl i shment .
G ive  you ,  Cr i t i ca l  th ink ing ;  Prob lem so lv ing ;  Teamwork ;  In formed percept ion ;  To lerat ing  ambigu i ty ;  and
Apprec ia t ing  d i f ferent  cu l tures .
Be  a  creat i ve  out le t  f rom more  academic  sub jects  you may  choose .

Exam Board  –   Edexce l  Ar t  &  Des ign :  Photography  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Art  & Design:  Photography?

Study ing  photography  enhances  your  creat i ve ,  soc ia l  and cu l tura l  understand ing ,  wh i le  deve lop ing  your
spec ia l i s t  techn ica l  knowledge around equ ipment ,  techn iques  and s ty le .
Photography  may  be  def ined as  the  creat i ve  journey  through the  process  o f  lens-  and l i ght -based media .  Th is
cou ld  inc lude  work  created  us ing  f i lm ,  v ideo ,  d ig i ta l  imag ing  or  l i ght  sens i t i ve  mater ia l s .  Wi th  the
deve lopments  o f  new a f fordab le  lens-based techno log ies ,  s tudents  shou ld  a t tempt  to  use  the  photograph ic
mediums to  exp lore  and create  a  body  o f  work ,  wh ich  deve lops  and re f ines  both  the  process  and the  concept .  
S tudents  w i l l  a l so  understand that  Photography  pract i t ioners  may  work  to  c l ient  commiss ions  w i th in  a
commerc ia l  photography  s tud io ,  or  work  as  f ree lance  photographers .  They  w i l l  need photo  manipu la t ion  and
graph ic  des ign  sk i l l s ,  and good communicat ion  sk i l l s  in  order  to  l i a i se  w i th  c l ients  and to  promote  themse lves
as  photographers .

What is  the course content?

GCSE Photography  a l lows  s tudents  a  degree  o f  autonomy over  the i r  work .  Once  g iven  the  sk i l l s  and tutor ing
throughout  Year  10 ,  s tudents  can  then make dec is ions  about  the  d i rect ion  o f  the i r  own work  in  Year  11  in
read iness  for  component  2 ,  mak ing  in formed cho ices .  
Dur ing  the  f i rs t  year  o f  the  course  s tudents  w i l l  be  taught  theory  and sk i l l s  to  be  ab le  to  complete  the i r
por t fo l io  o f  work  and externa l l y  set  tasks .  They  w i l l  l earn  about  the  ru les  o f  photography ,  how to  use  an  SLR
camera  and d i f ferent  s ty les  o f  photography  to  name but  a  few.  P lease  note  s tudents  are  requ i red  to  purchase
a  DSLR camera .

How are students  assessed?

GCSE Photography  fo l lows  the  Edexce l  sy l labus .  The  course  i s  set  in to  two components  o f  work ;  Component
One i s  in terna l l y  set  and Component  Two i s  set  by  the  exam board .  In  the  second term of  Year  11  s tudents
wi l l  s tar t  the i r  externa l l y  set  ass ignment .  Th is  w i l l  conc lude w i th  a  ten  hour  exam where  s tudents  w i l l  produce
a  f ina l  examinat ion  p iece ,  tak ing  2  days  o f f  t imetab le  to  complete .

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

I f  you  w ish  to  pursue  an  educat iona l  and profess iona l  career  in  the  Creat i ve  Ar ts  Industr ies ,  Ar t  and Des ign  a t
WIS  o f fers  the  IB  D ip loma Programme in  V isua l  Ar ts .  Some of  the  courses  and career  opportun i t ies  our
s tudents  have  taken at  un ivers i t y  inc lude :  Adver t i s ing  Ar t  D i rector ,  An imator ,  Arch i tec t ,  Ar t  Ed i tor ,  Ar t
Exh ib i t ion  Organ iser -  curator ,  Ar t  Therap is t ,  CAD Draughts  person ,  Car tographer ,  Car toon is t ,  Computer  Games
Des igner ,  Jewe ler ,  Graph ic  Des igner ,  I l lus t ra tor ,  In ter ior  Des igner ,  In ternet /  Web profess iona l ,  Landscape
Arch i tec t ,  Make-up Ar t i s t ,  Medica l  I l lus t ra tor ,  Medica l  Photographer ,  Mode l  Maker ,  Mul t imedia  Des igner ,
Ga l lery  Curator ,  Photographer ,  Product  Des igner ,  Ta i lor /dressmaker ,  Techn ica l  I l lus t ra tor .

PHOTOGRAPHY

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/art-and-design-2016.html


Exam Board  –  Edexce l  GCSE Phys ica l  Educat ion  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Physical  Education (PE)?

Phys ica l  Educat ion  exp l i c i t l y  teaches  the  necessary  knowledge and sk i l l s  for  work ing  w i th  and re la t ing  to
others ,  and prov ides  the  learn ing  opportun i t ies  to  deve lop  these  sk i l l s .  I t  enab les  the  deve lopment  o f
leadersh ip  and teamwork  sk i l l s  and w i l l  encourage  you to  t rans fer  knowledge to  other  learn ing  areas .  I t  does
th is  for  example ,  by  support ing  you to  work  cooperat i ve ly  in  other  sub jects ,  or  when work ing  w i th  groups  in  a
leadersh ip  ro le  in  the  schoo l  set t ing  and in  the i r  l i ves  outs ide  o f  schoo l  in  sports  c lubs  or  communi ty  groups .

What is  the course content?        

PHYS ICAL  EDUCAT ION

Pract ical  Aspects  
Assessment  in  3  d i f ferent  sport ing  ac t i v i t ies  through p lay ing
Complete  a  Persona l  Exerc ise  Programme (PEP)

Theory Topics  -  Component  1 ;
Appl ied  anatomy and phys io logy
Movement  ana lys i s
Phys ica l  t ra in ing

Component  2 ;
Heal th ,  f i tness  and we l l -be ing
Sport  Psycho logy
Soc ia l -cu l tura l  in f luences

How are students  assessed?

GCSE PE

Component  1  -
F i tness  & Body  Sys tems

Component  2  -
Hea l th  &  Per formance

Component  3  -
Pract i ca l

Component  4  -
Persona l  Exerc ise

Programme

AMMethod of  Assessment Weight ing

Theory  -  Component  1  (F i tness  &  Body  Sys tems)

Theory  -  Component  2  (Hea l th  &  Per formance)

36%

24%

30%

10%

Component  3  (Pract i ca l  -  3  Sports )

Component  4  (Persona l  Exerc ise  Programme)

https://gemsedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/c_knowland_wis_gemsedu_com/Documents/Desktop/GCSE%20PE%20Specification%202016.pdf


Sports  sc ience
PE Teacher
Phys iotherap is t
Profess iona l  sportsperson
Sports  coach/consu l tant
Sports  po l i cy  a t  loca l  and nat iona l  leve l
D iet  and f i tness  ins t ructor
Persona l  t ra iner

Exam Board  –  Edexce l  GCSE Phys ica l  Educat ion  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

By s tudy ing  Phys ica l  Educat ion  s tudents  w i l l  deve lop  knowledge ,  understand ing ,  sk i l l s  and va lues  to  enhance
the i r  per formance in  phys ica l  ac t i v i t ies  and understand the  benef i t s  to  hea l th ,  f i tness  and we l l -be ing .
Through s tudy ing  4  key  theoret i ca l  components  they  w i l l  deve lop  your  knowledge and understand ing  o f  the
factors  that  underp in  phys ica l  ac t i v i t y  and sport  and use  th is  knowledge to  improve  per formance .

They  w i l l  understand how the  phys io log ica l  and psycho log ica l  s ta te  a f fec ts  per formance in  phys ica l  ac t i v i t y
and sport  and how to  per form ef fec t i ve ly  in  d i f ferent  phys ica l  ac t i v i t ies  by  deve lop ing  sk i l l s  and techn iques
and se lect ing  and us ing  tac t i cs ,  s t ra teg ies  and/or  compos i t iona l  ideas .

The  course  encourages  s tudents  to  ana lyse  the i r  own and others  per formances  in  a  great  dea l  o f  deta i l ,
h igh l ight ing  s t rengths  and weaknesses  in  the  per formance and deve lop ing  s t ra teg ies  to  ensure  that
improvement  can  be  ach ieved over  the  course  o f  the  per iod  o f  s tudy .

They  w i l l  l earn  about  the  contr ibut ion  which  phys ica l  ac t i v i t y  and sport  make  to  hea l th ,  f i tness  and we l l -
be ing  and understand key  soc io -cu l tura l  in f luences ,  wh ich  can  a f fec t  peop le ’ s  invo lvement  in  phys ica l
ac t i v i t y  and sport .

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?

Phys ica l  Educat ion  lends  i t se l f  to  a  range  o f  careers  in  sports  and f i tness  as  we l l  as  other  industr ies  that
you may  not  have  cons idered before .  For  example ,  d id  you know that  many  nutr i t ion is ts ,  phys ica l  therap is ts
and ch i ropractors  have  a  degree  in  Phys ica l  Educat ion?  Some careers  that  you cou ld  cons ider  do ing  w i th  PE
inc lude :

      

PHYS ICAL  EDUCAT ION (CONT . )

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/845/interview-physiotherapist
https://gemsedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/c_knowland_wis_gemsedu_com/Documents/Desktop/GCSE%20PE%20Specification%202016.pdf


Topic  1 :  Deve lopment  –  How d id  you deve lop?
Top ic  2 :  Memory  –  How does  your  memory  work?
Top ic  3 :  Psycho log ica l  prob lems –  How would  psycho log ica l  prob lems a f fec t  you?
Top ic  4 :  The  bra in  and neuropsycho logy  –  How does  your  bra in  a f fec t  you?
Top ic  5 :  Soc ia l  in f luence  –  How do others  a f fec t  you?

Th is  i s  a  wr i t ten  examinat ion  in  wh ich  a l l  quest ions  must  be  answered .  The  paper  cons is ts  o f  s ix  sect ions .
The  f i rs t  f i ve  sect ions  each  cover  one  o f  the  top ics  l i s ted  above .  These  sect ions  w i l l  inc lude  mul t ip le -
cho ice ,  shor t -open and open-response  quest ions .
The  s ix th  sect ion  w i l l  conta in  two extended open-response  quest ions .  These  quest ions  w i l l  focus  on
debates  w i th in  psycho logy  and the  in terre la t ionsh ips  between the  core  areas  o f  psycho logy .

Top ic  6 :  Cr imina l  psycho logy  –  Why  do people  become cr imina ls?
Top ic  7 :  The  se l f  –  What  makes  you who you are?
Top ic  8 :  Percept ion  –  How do you in terpret  the  wor ld  around you?
Top ic  9 :  S leep and dreaming  –  Why  do you need to  s leep and dream?
Topic  10 :  Language ,  thought  and communicat ion  –  How do you communicate  w i th  others?
Top ic  11 :  Research  methods  –  How do you carry  out  psycho log ica l  research?

Exam Board  –   Edexce l  GCSE Psycho logy  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

Why should students  study Psychology?

“Studying  Psychology  is  fun because you're  a lways  looking  for  the  same things  I  th ink  a  wr iter  should  be
looking  for ,  which  is  the  story  behind the  story” .
Study ing  Psycho logy  w i l l  he lp  s tudents  deve lop  the  ab i l i t y  o f  understand ing  human behav iour  and the
complex i t ies  f rom a  range  o f  d i f ferent  perspect i ves .  By  ana lys ing  theoret i ca l  perspect i ves  and psycho log ica l
concepts ,  s tudents  w i l l  be  experts  in  prov id ing  log ica l  reason ing  beh ind a  range  o f  human behav iours  such  as
memory ,  soc ia l  in f luences ,  c r imina l  behav ior  and ch i ld  deve lopment .  Be ing  ab le  to  th ink  cr i t i ca l l y  and to
combine  deep understand ing  w i th  persona l  engagement  w i l l  a l low for  s tudents  to  ga in  a  fu l l  comprehens ive
idea  o f  how we humans  d i f fer .  The  course  i s  des igned to  bu i ld  fu ture  leaders  by  gather ing  an  understand ing
of  how and why  human behav ior  occurs  but  a l so  be ing  ab le  to  app ly  theoret i ca l  concepts  and s tudy  to
exp lanat ions  o f  behav ior .  S tudents  have  access  to  a  w ide  se lec t ion  o f  learn ing  methods  and sk i l l
deve lopments  through present ing ,  c reat ing ,  independency ,  teamwork  and more .   

What  is  the course content  and how are students  assessed?

Paper  1
Wri t ten  examinat ion :  1  hour  and 45  minutes
55% of  the  qua l i f i ca t ion
98 marks

Content  Overview
These  top ics  are  in  Sect ion  A  o f  the  content .  Th is  paper  may  a lso  draw on knowledge and
understand ing  o f  invest igat ions  f rom Sect ion  C .

Assessment Overview

Students  w i l l  be  formal l y  assessed through two examinat ions  a t  the  end o f  the i r  second year .  S tudents  w i l l
a l so  be  assessed throughout  the  two years  w i th  a  ser ies  o f  end o f  un i t  assessments ,  mock  exams and pract i ce
papers .   

Paper  2  
Wri t ten  examinat ion :  1  hour  and 20  minutes
45% of  the  qua l i f i ca t ion
79 marks

Content  Overview
Topics  6  to  10  are  opt iona l ;  s tudents  must  s tudy  two o f  them.  Top ic  11  i s  compulsory .

   

PSYCHOLOGY

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Psychology/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/GCSE-Psychology-draft-specification.pdf


Exam Board  –   Edexce l  GCSE Psycho logy  (Spec i f i ca t ion  here )  

What ski l ls  wi l l  students  develop?

The courses  bu i ld  on  the  sk i l l s  wh ich  have  been embedded in  Key  S tage  3  in  a  cont inuum of
learn ing .  S tudents  are  encouraged to  respond to  scenar io -based quest ions  in  order  to  bu i ld  the i r
app l i ca t ion  sk i l l s  and understand behav iours  in  a  rea l - l i fe  context .  They  are  g i ven  opportun i t ies  to
showcase  a  number  o f  sk i l l s  as  we l l  as  deve lop  the i r  own through methods  o f  persona l i sed
learn ing .  

What careers/degrees  are  avai lable  to  students?  

The Psycho logy  course  prov ides  an  outs tand ing  route  in to  a  range  o f  degrees  and careers  as  the
understand ing  and management  o f  human behav iours  i s  l im i t less  w i th  career  cho ices .  F rom
Medic ine ,  Psycho logy ,  Bus iness  management ,  spor ts  and Law,  a l l  degree  opportun i t ies  are  re levant
wi th  access  to  s tudy ing  Psycho logy .  
       

PSYCHOLOGY (CONT . )
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